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‘SAFE WITH ME’ MOVEMENT GIVES 
HOPE TO DISENFRANCHISED GROUPS
BY BRITTANY DEKORTE

Staff  Writer

A woman wearing a hijab 
walking near U of  M’s campus 
was forced to remove the hijab 
after a man threatened to set fi re 
to her. Students at DeWitt Junior 
High school in DeWitt, Michigan 
formed a human wall to block 
minority students from getting 
to classes. 

Stories like these have been 
popping up all over the country 
and fi lling Facebook feeds since 
the election of  Donald Trump 
on Nov. 8, along with reports 
in an increase in use of  suicide 
prevention hotlines aimed at 
LGBT communities. 

This uptick is causing a lot 
of  fear in the aff ected communi-
ties. Hanaan Abouzahr, a liberal 
arts major at WCC, is a Muslim 
woman of  color. 

“I’m shocked that we, as a na-
tion, have gotten to the point that 
we are so divided that we voted 
in a racist, sexist, homophobic 
clown, and condone such hor-
rid, backwards views. The most 

disheartening thing about Trump 
being elected is having to cope 
with the fact that half  of  my 
country hates me for existing. 
Trump is holding up a mirror 
to this nation, and the refl ection 
is pretty ugly,” Abouzahr said.

Because of  this fear, a trend 
has started, based off  of  simi-
lar trends that popped up in 
Australia after the 2014 Sydney 
Hostage Crisis, and after 
the Brexit vote in the 
United Kingdom, 
in which the 
country de-
cided to 
l e a v e 

the European Union: the wear-
ing of  a safety pin. The idea is 
straightforward, the safety pin 
represents safety and solidarity.   

Jess Miller, who lives in 
Plymouth, started the “Safe With 
Me” Facebook community two 
days after the election to promote 
the safety pin 

movement. Within the fi rst day, 
the group got over 1,100 likes.

“I’ve been obsessively staring 
at Facebook, full of  rage, fear and 
helplessness. I am queer, poly, 
neurodivergent, female and in a 
low socio-economic status myself. 
Two of  my partners are black 

and many, many of  my friends 
are trans, neurodivergent, gender 
nonconforming, non-christian. 
We are all feeling equal parts ter-
ror, rage and betrayal,” Miller 
said.

The page’s mission statement 
is simple: “If  you feel unsafe here, 
I will support you in real, tangible 
ways. You are Safe with Me.” 

The site’s about section 
quotes an anonymous 

meme that has been 
circulating social 

media sites 
since the 

election: 
“ I f  

y o u 

wear hijab, I’ll sit with you 
on the train; If  you’re trans, I’ll 
go to the bathroom with you; If  
you’re a person of  color, I’ll stand 
with you if  the cops stop you”, 
and continues to talk about other 
ways to speak out and help. Since 
the movement started, there has 
been some backlash against it, 
with people worried that those 
wearing the pin won’t actually 
stand up for peole when the time 
came.

WCC’s Out-Space club, had 
safety pins available at it’s latest 
group meeting. Chris Wheeler, 
the club’s leader, is optimistic 
about people who chose to wear 
the pin. “I can’t see why people 
would assume people wouldn’t 
help. If  someone could do some-
thing to keep both people safe, I 
feel they would do it. It’s a built 
in safety net.”

“I like the “Safe With Me” 
system, though it’s saddening 
that we need to have such a safe-
guard in place. These are tough 
times; let’s all watch out for each 
other,” Abousahr said. 

is pretty ugly,” Abouzahr said.
Because of  this fear, a trend 

has started, based off  of  simi-
lar trends that popped up in 
Australia after the 2014 Sydney 
Hostage Crisis, and after 
the Brexit vote in the 
United Kingdom, 
in which the 
country de-
cided to 
l e a v e 

Me” Facebook community two 
days after the election to promote 
the safety pin 

low socio-economic status myself. 
Two of  my partners are black 

The page’s mission statement 
is simple: “If  you feel unsafe here, 
I will support you in real, tangible 
ways. You are Safe with Me.” 

The site’s about section 
quotes an anonymous 

meme that has been 
circulating social 

media sites 
since the 

election: 
“ I f  

y o u 

Thankful for veterans

Events held on campus to honor service members 
BY CHANEL STITT

Contributor

After watching the morning 
sun rise and raising the American 
fl ag in salute to the Nation’s vet-
erans, students got the chance to 
hear from those who have served 
in the armed forces, and WCC 
staff  expressing thankfulness for 
their service.

“Serving our country is one 
of  the noblest things that you can 
do,” said Brandon Tucker, dean 
of  advanced technologies and 

public service careers.
Many people gathered for a 

ceremony on the second fl oor of  
the Student Center on Veteran’s 
Day to honor those are serving 
and have served our country. 

The ceremony included the 
WCC Chamber Singers, who 
sang “Thank You Soldiers” and 
“America the Beautiful.”

On the second fl oor of  the 
Student Center, veterans are 
able to receive assistance at the 
Wadhams Veterans Center. This 
includes counseling, advising, and 
being able to meet other student 

vets at Washtenaw Community 
College.

Rachel Barsch, student activi-
ties supervisor, realized in 2009 
that WCC didn’t have a program 
honoring student veterans. Since 
then, it has grown every year and 
they plan to continue it.

“They [the college] realized 
that vets need more than just 
money to help pay for school,” 
said Barsch. “Veterans need to 
have a place where they can hang 
out with veterans and they need 
their own designated counselors.”

The Michigan Veterans 

Aff airs Agency has given WCC 
a gold rating for the Wadhams 
Veterans Center.

Dr. Rose Bellanca, WCC 
president, spoke about honor-
ing our soldiers on a daily basis. 
Bellanca explained that people 
of  all diff erent religions and races 
serve our country, she gave words 
of  appreciation, encouragement, 
and refl ection.

“We have American values 
and we need to show those val-
ues,” Bellanca said.

Bruce Portnoff, a student 
at WCC and veteran, gave a 

detailed speech about what it is 
like to be in the warzone and what 
it’s like to be back home. It has 
been a year and a half  since he 
left the navy. Portnoff  served for 
eight years starting in 2007. 

“There’s something that they 
can’t teach you while you’re in 
training, and that’s experience,” 
said Portnoff .

He says Washtenaw has made 
things possible for him and the 
other veterans. Coming from a 
third world country, his perspec-
tive and experience has been in-
fl uenced. Portnoff  explained that 

some vets come home and don’t 
know what to do afterwards. 
He plans on transferring to the 
University of  Michigan to earn 
his degree in engineering.

“Here we are on Veterans 
Day, and the best thing you can 
do is talk to a vet,” said Portnoff .

“I don’t know if  those of  you 
who have served realize that so 
many of  us thank you every-
day,” said Bellanca. “Everyday, 
we thank God for what you have 
done for us and for what those 
that are serving now continue to 
do for us.”

NATALIE ALLINGER | WASHTENAW VOICE
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(From left to right) Bruce Portno�  was a corpsman in the U.S. Navy.  Kevin Chester was Marine Infantry and Bruce O’Brien was Marine Cryogenics Equipment Operator honored at WCC’s veterans day.
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International Education Week engages WCC community
by Asia Allen-King

Contributor

A crowd of  students have 
come out this week at WCC in 
honor of  the International stu-
dents that attend school here on 
campus. 

There have been a se-
ries of  events offered such as 
job seminars, open mic event, 
study abroad information ses-
sions, and an international pot-
luck. Together, these programs 
have informed and enhanced 
International students as well as 
American students.

On Monday, Nov. 14  there 
was a job seminar here at WCC 
to show international students 
how to get a job, what things are 
offered here at WCC, and work 
skills you should have.

Over a year and a half  ago, 
the open mic sessions started 
here at WCC by the former 
International Student Association 
president, Marco Delic. 

Tuesday, Nov. 15 was the first 
open mic done this semester. 

“The ultimate goal of  open mic 
was meant to bring people to-
gether through different works 
of  art,” Devin Streur, student 
advisor International Student 
Services said.

This year the ISA and English 
as a Second Language club con-
nected to put the open mic on as 
a joint effort. 

“The International Student 
Association and English as a 
Second Language club is what 
has kept this event alive,” Devin 
Streur said.

On Wednesday, Nov. 16 stu-
dents got to learn about studying 

anthropology abroad for a month 
during an 8-week class. 

“The trip is opened for any-
one to come with one require-
ment that they’ve taken at least 
one anthropology course” Chris 
Barrett said.

WCC classes have been do-
ing anthropology in Peru for the 
past three years. Over the 8-week 
course the students obtain infor-
mation for the first two weeks in 
class, then they travel to the lo-
cation to stay for a month and 
come back to finish with a week 
of  class at WCC. 

There is a trip coming up in 

June of  next year to the United 
Kingdom, student registration 
ended in September, the estimat-
ed amount for the trip will cost 
the students $3,800 dollars. That 
money pays for airline transpor-
tation there, tuition, and other 
things such as food.

On Thursday, Nov. 17, 
the International Student 
As soc ia t ion  had  the i r 
International Thanksgiving pot-
luck style dinner. 

This is the second year for this 
event it was started last year by 
the current advisor of  ISA Devin 
Struer and the former Dean of  

Student Diversity and Inclusion, 
Arnett Chisholm. 

Each student brought a tradi-
tional dish that represented where 
they came from. 

Mahmoud Abdulkarim, 29, 
of  Ann Arbor is the ISA presi-
dent here at WCC. 

Thursday’s event was con-
sidered to the international stu-
dents as a Family Gathering that 
doesn’t happen often enough.

“We don’t really consider 
ourselves as a group. I know the 
experience of  coming from my 
country, Liberia alone so I believe 
this gives everyone the experience 
to be accustomed to the environ-
ment because we have each oth-
ers back,” Abdulkarim said. 

The ISA group stands with 
over 250 group members now 
and it continues to increase. 
Students got to bring another 
person with them to the dinner. 
Some students didn’t know each 
other and some who did, but you 
couldn’t tell because of  the friend-
ly atmosphere. 

The students had a pie eat-
ing contest and a game of  

international Jeopardy it was a 
very competitive game with a 
lot of  sense of  humor.

“I have felt welcomed com-
ing here from Jamaica; differ-
ent ladies, different men, and a 
different place,” Javarney James 
said. The International Student 
Center, International Student 
Advisor, alongside the ISA 
club created a week’s worth of  
events that were engaging and 
enriching.  

Area in midst of deadly heroin epidemic 
by Ivan Flores

Staff  Writer

On a rainy Friday after-
noon, Corporal Jeff  Gontarski, 
a Washtenaw County deputy 
sheriff, drove his patrol car down 
an empty neighborhood street 
in Ypsilanti Township. Within a 
block, he pointed to three houses 
where someone had overdosed. 
One of  the houses had burned 
down. The third one he had been 
called to three times in 15 months. 
All of  them were fatalities. 

“I’ve never seen anything like 
it,” Gontarski said. “People die 
of  opioid overdoses before you 
can get to them. Even if  you get 
someone to a hospital, they’ll be 

out the next day, and they’ll over-
dose again.”

Gontarski has been a 
Washtenaw deputy sheriff  for al-
most 21 years. Adreanne Waller 
started working as an epidemi-
ologist for Washtenaw County 
in 1988. Commander Marlene 
Radzik joined the Washtenaw 
County Sheriff ’s office a year af-
ter that. She spent two years in 
the late ’90s working to get drugs 
off  the street as an undercover 
officer. All of  them say the same 

thing: Washtenaw County is in the 
middle of  an unprecedented and 
deadly epidemic. And there are 
fears that it’s about to get worse.  

the new killer 
Carfentanil is one of  the most 

powerful synthetic opioids in the 
world. It’s lethal to humans. 
The drug was designed to se-
date large animals like elephants 
and giraffes, but carfentanil has 
found its way into the veins of  
heroin addicts across the country. 
Cincinnati was hit by a wave of  
overdoses linked to carfentanil in 
August. National Public Radio re-
ported that 174 people overdosed 
in six days, with subsequent inci-
dents of  up to 25 ODs every day 
becoming the norm. Michigan 
has been spared from such havoc, 
but not from the opioid epidemic. 

Washtenaw County in par-
ticular has been hit hard. The 
number of  deaths from opioid 
overdoses has increased by 1,525 
percent since 2000 -- more than 
three times the state average. 
More people die in Washtenaw 
County from opioid overdoses 
than from alcohol-related inci-
dents or car crashes. Washtenaw 
County Medical Examiner Jeffrey 
Jentzen said there were no docu-
mented cases involving carfent-
anil in Washtenaw as of  Oct. 2. 
However, Wayne County has at 
least 19 cases involving carfentanil 
dating back to mid-July. Wayne 
County Medical Examiner Carl 
Schmidt said the drug was pres-
ent along with heroin and/or fen-
tanyl, and even cocaine in many 
samples. 

“It is hard to discern the contri-
bution of  carfentanil in these cases 
because the other drugs were pres-
ent in sufficient amounts to cause 
death,” Schmidt said. “Because 
this drug is so recent, many toxi-
cology laboratories that do post-
mortem testing have methods to 

detect it, but not to quantify it. 
Most likely, the carfentanil in most 
of  these cases is a contaminant or 
manufacturing by product, but 
you can never be certain what 
is going on with street drugs.” 
 
schedule ii and iii prescriptions 

How do people end up on the 
path of  addiction? According to 
Ashton Marr, it’s a slippery slope. 
She is an outreach worker for 
the Washtenaw County Sheriff ’s 
Department. She’s also the execu-
tive director of  the Washtenaw 
Recovery Advocacy Program, and 
a recovered opioid addict. 

“Something like 75 percent 
of  people who end up using her-
oin start with prescription drugs,” 
Marr said. “They seem safe be-
cause they come from a doctor. 
One of  the things with heroin 
is that you don’t know what it’s 
cut with and it’s more dangerous. 
But here you have this nice little 
bottle that came from a pharmacy 
and it must be safe. That’s just 
not the case. Within two weeks 
someone becomes physically de-
pendent on it.” 

Epidemiologist Adreanne 
Waller said that among the 
things contributing to the epi-
demic, schedule ii and iii drugs 
are among the most significant.

These are substances that are 
highly addictive, like oxycodone, 
morphine, and fentanyl. 

Pain used to be treated with 
medications that were not neces-
sarily addictive, Waller said.

However, pain has become “a 
fifth vital sign.” Narcotics are used 
liberally to treat pain from sports 
injuries and surgeries. Their wide-
spread use and presence in homes 
means that many people are vul-
nerable to addiction.

The idea that drug addiction 
is something that happens on the 
fringes of  society is a myth. The 
national advocacy group Facing 

Addiction estimates that 1 in 3 
American households are im-
pacted by addiction. While that 
statistic includes drugs besides 
opiates, it shows the breadth of  
the problem. 

Marr had experimented with 
drug use in high school, but the 
path to addiction started with a 
surgery.

“In my early 20s, I had an 
emergency appendectomy,” she 
said. “That’s when I was intro-
duced to narcotic painkillers. It 
seemed like salvation. For what-
ever reason, something clicked. 
When my tolerance built up and 
it became prohibitively expensive, 
somebody showed me something 
that was cheaper and relatively 
easy to access.” 

Marr’s story is not unique. 
According to Waller’s Washtenaw 
County statistics, every week 
through 2015 there were three 
opioid overdoses; two survived, 
one died. There were four opi-
oid overdose deaths in 2000. In 
2014, there were 64. 

Commander Marlene Radzik 
saw the rise of  epidemic firsthand.

“Back in 1998 until 2000 I 
was an undercover narcotics offi-
cer,” Radzik said. “Back then, the 
majority of  the stuff  we saw was 
powder cocaine, crack cocaine, 
marijuana, a little bit of  meth. 
Heroin was very rare.” 

“Fast forward now. Probably 
about eight years ago, I started 
seeing very young people over-
dosing on heroin. It was very 
disturbing… I would see these 
tenagers. I think the youngest was 
15... I finally got the courage to 
ask the parents, how did it start? 
Every single story was the same. 
Well, they were in a car accident, 
or they had a football injury. They 
went to the doctor and they were 
prescribed an opiate. They went 
through physical therapy, they got 
off  their opiates, but by that point 

they were addicted.” 
“We’ve gone to overdos-

es where people thought they 
were buying heroin and it’s 
pure fentanyl. If  you get pure 
fentanyl, the minute it hits 
your veins, you’re dead. That’s 
what we’re dealing with now.”  

the survivors and the way 
forward 

By the point someone be-
comes addicted to opioids, it’s no 
longer about getting high, but tak-
ing the drug not to get sick. 

“Withdrawal is not something 
like a bad flu,” Marr said. “It felt 
like my bones were glass. As soon 
as I would get the sniffles, feel that 
horror creeping in... there was 
no choice. You’re a slave to it. 
Opioids are cough suppressants, 
they constipate you, they make 
you fall asleep… Whatever they 
do, the opposite occurs. I would 
cough so hard that I would throw 
up. You get diarrhea and shakes 
and chills, I still can’t figure out 
how someone can be hot and cold 
at the same time but it’s incredibly 
uncomfortable. It’s hell.” 

There is so much stigma 
around being an addict that it 
makes it difficult to reach out for 
help. While Washtenaw County 
has more resources than oth-
er places to treat addiction, it’s 
still not enough to cope with the 
epidemic.

Marr said that the decrimi-
nalization of  addiction would go 
a long way in helping to curb the 
epidemic. Treating addiction as a 
chronic health problem instead 
of  a criminal one would open up 
more resources for treatment and 
recovery. It would also reduce the 
shame attached to addiction, en-
couraging more people to look 
for help. 

Education is also key. Radzik 
said that the youth drug educa-
tion campaign D.A.R.E failed 

dawn farm (recovery center) 
Ypsilanti

6633 Stony Creek Road
Ypsilanti, MI 48197

(734) 485-8725

ashton marr (washtenaw recovery advocacy program)
marra@ewashtenaw.org

washtenaw county sheriff’s office
2201 Hogback Rd.

Ann Arbor, MI  48105
Accessible 8:00a.m. - 5:00p.m., Monday - Friday.

big red barrel & state police 
pharmaceutical and narcotic 

take-back programs.
All 29 Michigan State Police posts across the state now serve as collection points for pre-

scription drugs - INCLUDING scheduled drugs. Medications can be surrendered Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m., excluding holidays. No appointment is needed. 

Liquids, inhalers, patches or syringes are not accepted. Visit the Michigan State Police Post 
web page for addresses and locations. 

because it had no substance be-
hind it. It taught children the 
effects of  drugs on the human 
body, but not the nature of  ad-
diction. Radzik would like to 
see comprehensive education 
about addiction begin in middle 
school. However, education ad-
ministrators have largely ignored 
the problem. She recalled one 
instance where superintendents 
and principals were invited to see 
a film about addiction in schools. 
Only one came, and he suggested 
that the film be shown to seniors 
in high school. 

“By the time they’re seniors,” 
Radzik said, “they’re already 
addicted.” 

One key component of  
subsiding the epidemic will in-
volve education among health-
care professionals about how 
to manage the prescription of  
synthetic opioids. Individuals 
can mitigate the risks by talk-
ing with their doctors about 
the dangers of  addiction when 
they are prescribed narcotics. 
Getting rid of  leftover medi-
cations safely is another way 
of  reducing risk. Several law 
enforcement agencies around 
Washtenaw County have pro-
grams to take back narcotics. 
There are also resources for 
people already struggling with 
addiction. see below
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Daniela Rivas Balanta, ESL Program, 17, Ypsilanti (middle) explains what dish she brought in. 
The dish is a coleslaw, also know as “ensalada” in her country of Columbia.
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Digital Photography Abroad, 
PHO 150, taught by Terry 
Abrams will be heading on a 
study abroad trip to Greece 
May 20-30, 2017.
There will be an orientation 
meeting on December 06, 
Tuesday 5-6 p.m., GM020 in 
the basement of the library 
building. Students can get a 
pre-registration form at the 
meeting, and go to register 
after the Dec. 6 meeting.
WCC photography faculty will 
provide Camera, lens, and 
laptop computers on the trip.
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Democratic

Republican

Remarks on a cliffhanger of an election
Economic club hosts post-election discussion

BY JENELLE FRANKLIN 
Editor 

Washtenaw County was one 
of  only eight counties in the 
state of  Michigan that had a 
Democratic majority vote. The 
rest of  the 83 counties reported 
a Republican majority.

Tim Skubick, Senior Capitol 
Correspondent and Michigan 
Public Television news anchor 
spoke at Washtenaw Economic 
Club luncheon held in the ML 
building two days after the elec-
tion. His remarks were detailing 
the, post election. 

Skubick’s remarks come after 
what he said was, “the most divi-
sive, nasty, ugly, personal election 
I have ever seen.”

Voters who went to the polls 
on Nov. 8, were Donald Trump 
supporters Skubick pointed out, 
not directly saying that Hillary 
Clinton had lost support to-
ward the end of  the election, 
but Skubick mentioned scandals 
had an eff ect on her fi nal voter 
turnout numbers. 

“In the democratic party, 
there were 230,000 people who 
voted four years ago that were 
‘out playing golf ’ on election 
day this year who didn’t vote,” 
Skubick said. 

When you couple that with 
the 150,000 Republicans who 
showed up this year that hadn’t 
voted last election there was “a 

382,000 vote shift in our state,” 
Skubick said, “It was all about 
turnout.”

Other projected blue states 
voted against the Democrats, 
“Wisconsin hasn’t voted red since 
1984,” Skubick said. 

When tallied, Clinton had 
gotten,  “27,000 votes less than 
President Obama (in 2008),”  
Skubick said.

Skubick made his second 
appearance at the Washtenaw 
Economic Club, two days after 
the election, he asked for audi-
ence participation and shared an-
ecdotes of  his election coverage 

as he witnessed Donald Trump 
succeed in gaining his spot in the 
White House. 

“Young people asked how this 
could be, and I tried to explain 

the electoral college and it was 
a waste of  time,” Skubick said. 

The Washtenaw Economic 
Club, founded in 1998, refocused 

as a WCC program in 2010. 
President Rose Bellanca wel-
comed Skubick with warm 
remarks. 

He kept his speech on his 

schedule, he started promptly 
and after a fact-fi lled question and 
answer session, Skubick ended 
ahead of  schedule. 

“...I tried to explain the electoral 
college and it was a waste of time,”

“A lot of people are scared,” Tim Skubick, Senior Capitol Correspondant said, “but for Washtenaw County, life 
will go on.”

C
A

R
M

EN
 C

H
EN

G
 | 

W
A

SH
TE

N
A

W
 V

O
IC

E

 NATALIE ALLINGER | WASHTENAW VOICE

Board seeks more funds after grant spent

Meet the new head of safety

BY BRITTANY DEKORTE

Staff  Writer 

The long process of  up-
dating and replacing equip-
ment with money from the 
Community College Skilled 
Trades Equipment Program, or 
CCSTEP, grant is coming to a 
close. 

In September, Gov. Rick 
Snyder visited the college’s 
Occupational Education build-
ing to unveil its new equipment 
that was bought and installed 
with the grant funds. 

William Johnson, the vice 
president and chief  finan-
cial officer of  administration 
and fi nance, spoke at the Nov. 
15 Board of  Trustees meeting 
during the discussion and fi nal 
vote on the use of  the CCSTEP 
money. 

“We’re tying in what we do 
with what employers need their 
employees to know, and those 
businesses are excited about 
this. We’re closing the skill gap,” 
Johnson said. 

According to a report pre-
sented by Johnson, CCSTEP 
gave the college almost $4.4 mil-
lion to support the Skilled Trades 

Equipment Capital Project. The 
Skilled Trades project was set at a 
budget of  a little over $6.4 million 
originally, which the college fund-
ing the gap. Back in February, the 
Board of  Trustees pledged an un-
foreseen additional $1.1 million 
to the project, bringing the budget 
up to $7.5 million.  

The report continued with the 
highlights of  the project thus far: 
All but two pieces of  the equip-
ment bought, equipment such as 
welders, lasers to cut steel, and 
3D printers, have been delivered 
to the college, and three pieces 
are in the fi nal stages of  installa-
tion. The last of  the equipment 
is set to be installed by the end of  
December 2016.

Johnson’s presentation wasn’t 
only about updating the current 
progress, it was about expand-
ing the program. The state of  
Michigan has increased the avail-
ability of  money through the 
CCSTEP grant, due to some 
schools returning money that 
was not spent. 

“We’ve identifi ed a number 
of  projects that would be next in 
line and also in line for the even-
tual replacement of  equipment, 
such as three automobiles and 

additional welders that would be 
up for replacement in the next 
two to fi ve years,” Johnson said. 

Trustee Dave DeVarti 
summed the expansion up, “So 
you’re basically saying, you’re ask-
ing us to ask for money that we 
won’t have to spend, but someone 
might give to us if  we ask for it. 
That’s generally a non-controver-
sy,” DeVarti said, causing laugh-
ter in the crowd. 

Trustee Ruth Hatcher was 
concerned about adding to the 
budget, and pushed for extra lan-
guage to be added to the budget 
motion. “Having been, for lack 
of  a better term, burned by the 
additional match that we had to 
do for $1.1 million, I would like to 
add sentence ‘WCC will not incur 
additional funding requirements 
in support of  this incremental 
state grant funding, just to be sure 
I’m not going to be asked for an-
other million dollars,” Hatcher 
said during the discussions. 

The Board of  Trustees passed 
the amendment, unanimously. 
This increases the budget of  the 
project by $390,000 which should 
save money that would have oth-
erwise come out of  the school’s 
general fund.  

CCSTEP grant and project follow up

BY BRITTANY DEKORTE

Staff  Writer

Washtenaw Community 
College now has a new chief  
of  public safety and emergency 
management.

“The position has been re-
vamped, rebranded,” said 
Damon Flowers, the vice pres-
ident of  facilities management 
who had been acting as the in-
terim security director.

The position is replacing the 
director of  campus safety and se-
curity. Scott Hilden, formerly of  
the Canton Police Department, 

stepped into this position on Nov. 
14.

Q: Are you from the Ann Arbor/
Canton area? Where did you go to 
school?

A: I grew up in Livonia, I went 
to school at Livonia Churchill. 
I’ve lived in the area all my life. 

Q: Why did you go into police 
work?

A: When I was a kid, I had 
a neighbor who was a Livonia 
police offi  cer, and I got to know 
him pretty well. I saw his career 
in law enforcement and I became 
interested in it, I thought it would 
be a great opportunity to try and 

do a career where you can help 
people and ensure people in your 
community are safe. My love of  
police work really started when 
I was a kid. 

Q: What made you interested in the 
job here at WCC?

A: I spent my career in 
Canton, as a police offi  cer and 
while I was in canton I spent a 
portion of  my job as a school 
resource offi  cer, so I worked in 
the school district, at our high 
schools, in an academic environ-
ment, working with the students 
and the staff . When I rounded 
out my career in Canton, I was 

looking for additional employ-
ment opportunities and I saw this 
job opening. Those experiences 
kind of  roll over into this envi-
ronment and I had such a great 
time doing that job and working 
that environment so I thought this 
would be a good match. 

Q: What would you like to accom-
plish during your time at WCC?

A: I just started, I’m only on 
day two, so I’m currently in the 
process of  evaluating the situation 
on campus but the bottom line is 
I want to create an environment 
that is as safe as possible for the 
students and staff  and any visitors.

JOIN THE CONVERSATION
w w w.w a s h t e n a w vo i c e . c o m

@washtenawvoice

The Washtenaw Voice

Scott Hilden, a former chief deputy of the Canton Police Department, 
stepped into the position Chief of Public Safety and Emergency 
Management on Nov. 14 replacing the position of Director of Campus 
Safety and Security. 
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Trustee David DeVarti talked about the plans to expand to the budget with funds available from the state.
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“What do you think our next presidential term will be like for college students 
if higher education institutes are forced to take accountability for their spend-
ing or lower tuition as promised by our president elect?”
BY MICHAEL MISHLER AND CHANEL STITT

Contributors

“Honestly, I don’t think it’ll make any difference. I think it’s just a platitude that politicians throw out 
there to garner votes and support. Unless he presents a coherent plan to enforce this, it doesn’t mean 
anything. Until I see a plan that actually lays out a strategy to keep schools accountable, if  that isn’t al-
ready something that’s happening anyway, it’s just another empty promise.”

Al Arshad
28, undecided, Ann Arbor

“Honestly, I would rather the tuition drop because it is so expensive and so many people are going 
into debt because they can’t afford it, so they’re forced to take out loans, which puts them in more debt 
later on in life and they’re still paying it off. Either way, it [Trump’s promise] has it’s own pros and cons. 
I don’t feel that we should take on a full payment all upfront and not be able to take out loans but I feel 
like the tuition cost should also be dropped.”

Brianne Bigelow
20, Photography, Gregory

“I guess it depends on how quickly they have to cut funding. There’s gonna be some drastic changes 
and I don’t think it will help the structure of  our education system. In order to be competitive, there are 
some things we need to buy that are expensive and when you have to cut your spending, you can’t buy 
some of  this equipment. Like at Denison University, there was some equipment we used that, when vis-
iting other colleges, they just didn’t have it. It allowed us to learn certain things that we couldn’t learn 
anywhere else. That costs money. There are some things that the colleges just won’t be able to afford.”

Andy Pampreen
19, Biology, Ann Arbor

“I think that it will be more diffi cult for kids to afford college. I feel like at least community colleges 
should be affordable and there shouldn’t be as many of  these responsibilities on the students and the 
teachers shouldn’t have to be worrying about this stressful situation.”

Alec Seestadt
19, Advertising, Milford

“I think students would be happy. Residents wouldn’t like this that much because they would have to 
pay taxes. I would like lower tuition. It depends on how they fi nd a way to pay for it. The higher insti-
tutions might be able to stay together.”

Quadriyyah Williams
16

“If  they have lower tuition, it would help college students a lot.There’s less pressure on them while 
they’re in college. I think they would do better then because they don’t have to worry about the money 
in the future as much. I think it would just be easier.”

Travis Wardell
18

Our team and its role
The Washtenaw Voice is produced every other week by students of Washtenaw Community 
College. Editorial responsibility lies with the students. The views here are not endorsed or ap-
proved by the faculty, administration or Board of Trustees of WCC.

Your Voice
The Voice welcomes letters from readers. Letters should be a maximum of 400 words 
and include the author's name. A phone number and email address are required so let-
ters can be verifi ed before publication. The Voice welcomes news tips and story ideas.
Corrections
The Voice is committed to correcting any errors that appear in the newspaper or 
on its website. To report an error of fact, phone 734–677–5405 or email thewasht-
enawvoice@gmail.com.
First copy's free
A copy of each edition of the Voice is free to everyone. Additional copies are available 
at The Voice newsroom, TI 106, for 25 cents each.

EDITOR ............................................ Jenelle Franklin jnfranklin@wccnet.edu

DEPUTY EDITOR ............................ Jenee Gregor jgregor2@wccet.edu

PHOTO EDITOR .............................. Carmen Cheng cpcheng@wccnet.edu

DIGITAL EDITOR ............................. Hailey Hastings hhastings@wccnet.edu

GRAPHIC DESIGNERS ................... Dorothy Gacioch dgacioch@wccnet.edu

 Natalie Allinger nallinger.@wccnet.edu  

STAFF WRITERS .............................. Ivan Flores medianoxmus@gmail.com

 Brittany Dekorte bdekorte@wccnet.edu

CONTRIBUTORS ............................ Hebe Ormsby hormsby@wccnet.edu

 Michael Mishler mpmishler@wccnet.edu

 Charlie Strauss chstrauss@wccnet.edu

 Chanel Stitt castitt@wccnet.edu

 Whitney Brown wmbrown@wccnet.edu

 Evans Koukios evanskoukios@gmail.com

 Andrei Pop anpop@wccnet.edu 

MARKETING & ADVERTISING ..... Becky Alliston wcc.voice.advertising@gmail.com

ADVISER ........................................... Judy McGovern jumcgovern@wccnet.edu  

Contact us at:
734–677–5125

thewashtenawvoice@gmail.com

4800 E. Huron River Drive

TI 106

Ann Arbor, Mich. 48105

Find us online:
www.washtenawvoice.com

@washtenawvoice

TheWashtenawVoice

@washtenawvoice

BY JENELLE FRANKLIN

Editor

An unknown man ran by a 
woman on Liberty street in Ann 
Arbor, striking her cheek with 
a safety pin and leaving inju-
ries Ann Arbor Police reported 
as “minimal, and the superfi cial 
wound over her cheek didn’t re-
quire stitches.”

An attack on a community 
member may not have been as 
random as it would appear. After 
racial and cultural tensions post 
election escalated as Donald 
Trump secured the position of  
President-Elect, a movement was 
started to use a safety pin on one’s 
clothing to represent a safe person 
for LGBT community members 
to turn to.

“Safe With Me,” the commu-
nity created on Nov. 10 to show 
support for diversity via Facebook 

Moving 
forward?

COLUMN

has been a rally cry for those who 
feel vulnerable, especially post 
election. 

Jess Miller, who lives in 
Plymouth, started the Facebook 
community two days after the 
election to promote the safety pin 
movement. Within the fi rst day, 
the group got over 1,100 likes, 
according to their Facebook ac-
count information. The commu-
nity has more than doubled size 
since its creation.

Ann Arbor has experienced 
threats towards a woman in her 
hijab, Dewitt students blocked 
a Mexican student from access-
ing her locker by building a hu-
man wall.

These acts are despicable and 
do not move America forward, 
or help to establish greatness, as 
our president-elect has preached 
in his campaign.

The speech given after the 
election results were tallied and 
Trump had secured his spot in the 
White House showed a glimmer 
of  hope in fi nding a resolve to the 
bigotry America is embracing, but 
it’s still just a hopeful outcome. 
Jan. 20, 2017 will start the re-
gime of  what could be our most 
divided in history, we can only 
wait and see.
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 IN BRIEF

Washtenaw County Sheriff ’s Offi ce is facilitating a commu-
nity education session titled, “Strategies for Responding to 
Alleged Ethnic Intimidation or Discrimination Related 
Incidents in Washtenaw County” – here at WCC.

The discussion will cover the following topics:

• Criminal Elements of  the Ethnic Intimidation 
Statute (Hate Crimes)

• Michigan Department of Civil Rights — responding to 
allegations of  discrimination

• Helping our children and adolescents navigate an 
intimidating climate

The session will be held on Monday, Nov. 21, 2016 from 6:00–
8:00 p.m. in the Towsley Auditorium in the Morris Lawrence 
building.

Courtesy Dr. Rose Bellanca



Ending student suff ering 
over the holidays

“Every year we reach out to 
the campus community and ask 
if  they would like to adopt a fam-
ily for christmas or the Holidays, 
right now we have been collect-
ing students that have a (WCC) 
case, that have come to us over 
the year, and we select students 
who need this service,” Elizabeth 
Orbitz said.

Departments are sent an 
email asking if  they would like to 
contribute and “Adopt-A-Family” 
for the holidays. Each student 
fi lls out a form explaining their 
likes, needs, appropriate sizes and 
colors, these lists are then sent to 
the departments who volunteer 
to help one of  10-12 families per 
year.

Each department that volun-
teers has time to coordinate their 
purchases, “we try to match the 
students with the departments 
before the Thanksgiving holiday, 
some people like to shop on Black 
Friday,” Orbitz said.

Starting in 2010, Washtenaw 
Community College faculty and 
staff  have helped a total of  120 
families and 340 children, ac-
cording to WCC's most recent 
data.

In Michigan, “The mean age 
of  a community college student is 
25.7 years old,” according to the 
Michigan Community College 
Association demographic enroll-
ment data. 

By 25, a student has voted, 
driven, and it is probable that 
they have become a parent as 
well; 25 is the reported average 
age for fi rst-time mothers of  all 
races in Michigan, according to 
the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention. 

“The Student Resource 
Center noticed that student-par-
ent families coming to campus 
were suff ering over the holiday, 
struggling to buy gifts for their 
children,” Orbitz said.

WCC has a diverse student 
body, “Some student-parents 

and student-grandparents rais-
ing their grandchildren, were 
unable to aff ord those luxuries 
over the holidays. We decided 
to develop a program where we 
used the campus as a resource to 
provide that service to students. 
I think it’s really worth publicis-
ing, we have been doing this six 
years now,” Orbitz said.

When departments are small, 
they often partner with another 
department to garner the most 
for the family. 

Each year, other forms of  
contribution are off ered, such 
as a staff  member’s family tak-
ing the program on as a personal 
holiday goal, or staff  members 
who are involved with outside 
non-profi t agencies ask if  they 
may contribute and sponsor a 
family as well. “We’ve had that 
happen,” Orbitz said.

Julie Catanzarite, manager 
of  new student programming 
at WCC has volunteered her de-
partment for the second time.

“We did it last year, primally 
my staff  is students and I was 
unsure of  how much money they 
would be willing to donate. I was 
shocked at how generous they 
were,” Catanzarite said. “We 
were able to provide a really nice 

BY JENELLE FRANKLIN

Editor

gift.” The student who received 
the gift was moved to tears, 
“They were overwhelmed that 
someone would be so generous,” 
Catanzarite said. “That was very 
inspiring, so I challenged us this 
year with a family of  two.”

The goal of  her department 
is to help new students with the 
resources they need to be suc-
cessful, and this program is, 
“an ultimate way of  being able 
to do that,” for the holidays 
Catanzarite said.

In 2015, Catanzarite saw her 
seven student staff  members, 
which can change every year, as 
“humble, they were really giv-
ing people and generous. They 
didn’t realize the impact (their 
help) made,” Catanzarite said.

Rosie Van Alsburg, current 
WCC Political Science Club 
president, was on Catanzarite’s 
2015 student-staff .

“It was really great to be able 
to participate in that program last 
year. WCC is a community, and I 
think they do a really wonderful 
job of  helping their students,” 
Van Alsburg said.

Families that are chosen for 
participation in the program are 
not disclosed, exchange is han-
dled by the case managers. 

Empty bowls encourages participation in their drive for Food Gatherers. 
On campus opportunities are available to show thankfulness while help-
ing those less fortunate. Empty Bowls off ered soup made at Garrett’s and 
hand crafted bowls of  all sizes are available for a $20. Empty Bowls fun-
raiser is held each year, with the profi ts going to help end local homeless-
ness through the Student Resource Center and Food Gatherers.

The Washtenaw VoiceNov. 21, 2016A5 NEWS

BY MICHAEL MISHLER

Contributor

Q: What made you want to teach at 
Washtenaw?

A: Well I started here as a student and I stud-
ied Spanish and had wonderful teachers, and I 
went on to learn spanish and get a major in it 
as an undergrad and also got a master’s degree 
in it and I really feel like this is a place that’s a 
home away from home for me. I’ve been here 
as a student and as a staff  member in the writ-
ing center so it’s a huge part of  my life.

Q: What is your favorite thing to do in 
your spare time?

A: I play rugby and I consider myself  a wan-
nabe fi lm buff  and I really like TV and cinema 
and the arts. I’m also a huge museum nerd. 
I’m also a huge fan of  Liverpool Football Club.

Q: What is the most interesting place 
you’ve traveled to and why?

A: I spent year non-consecutive a year and 
a half  as an undergrad in Madrid, Spain. I 
desperately want to return there and I think 
about it every day and it’s what I’d call my 
second home.

Q: If  you could ask anyone, living or 
dead, any question, what would you ask 
and why?

A: Oh that’s diffi  cult, but I’d certainly like to 
meet world leaders. I’m a big politics junky, so 
I’d like to meet Barack Obama for example, or 
any other political leader like that.

Q: What is your most important life 
philosophy?

A: Now that I can answer. I have three values 
that I fi nd very important: curiosity, imagina-
tion, and empathy, and I think those three 
things guide who I am and who I want to 

Instructor: Adrian Miller                                                           

be. I try to carry those values here as a teacher at 
Washtenaw.

Q: What is your favorite restaurant?

A: That’s funny because I used to have multiple 
favorite restaurants, but to be honest, I’ve started 
to learn how to cook, and I enjoy cooking a lot 
more than going to a restaurant. I feel like the best-
cooked meals are home-cooked meals. 

Q:What is the best book you’ve read re-
cently?

A: I’ve just fi nished The Origins of  the Urban Cri-
sis by Thomas Sugrue (a Princeton professor). It’s 
about the social history of  Detroit. I really like to 
read a lot about history and I’m a big history nerd.

Q: What is the most helpful advice you re-
ceived growing up?

A: As cliché as it may sound, I think the Golden 
Rule sort of  is something that I took head-on: 
“Treat others as you would like to be treated.” 
That’s a goal of  mine every single day. 

Q: Where do you see yourself  in 10 years?

A: Well, through my mom, I have a British pass-
port and I’m getting an Irish one. I’d really like 
to return to Spain one day. If  it weren’t for my 
student loan debt, I’d probably be there right now, 
teaching English. But my goal is to return at one 
point.

Q: What is your reaction to the results of  
this election?

A: Personally, I’m certainly very disappointed, but 
I think that I tend to be a glass-half-full type of  
guy, so I think this may be a call to a new type of  
civic engagement. Since we live in sensitive politi-
cal times, I want to emphasize that I usually keep 
my personal politics private and never endorse 
particular candidates or parties in class, so I think 
the main worrying thing about this country going 
forward is a lack of  civic engagement and apathy. 
I think if  we can really work on those things, 
we can really turn things around. I understand 
there’s a lot of  people for whom the economy is 
not working, so I guess that’s my personal opin-
ion, though I try not to openly involve politics too 
much as a teacher.
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NATALIE ALLINGER | WASHTENAW VOICESubject: Spanish, Instructor since 
2011. 
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The Youmacon Experience: 2016
by Esiban Parent

Contributor

Youma - a generic Japanese 
word for monster, is a fitting 
prefix for the Japanese pop  
culture based convention, 
called Youmacon, which is 
held the first weekend following  
halloween every year. Youmacon 
is also host to several varieties of   
cosplay including Marvel, DC 
and Steampunk.

The convention started small 
in 2003, just outside of  Detroit, 
because of  creator Morgan 
Kollin. 

Even with its humble begin-
nings, Youmacon has now grown 
to be one of  the largest anime 
conventions in the midwest. 
In 2005 Youmacon had 1,078  
attendees, which grew to an  
estimated 19,200 attend-
ees in 2015, according to  

animecons.com. 
Youmacon events are located 

within The Renaissance Center 
and Cobo Center in downtown 
Detroit.

“I just really like seeing how 
much Youmacon has grown and 
seeing everyone super excited 
and super happy,” said Karianne 
Gottschalk. Gottschalk is a  
professional steampunk and 
leather crafter originally from 
Dearborn.

“The first time that I walked 
into a convention I was like yeah, 
yup, this is it; this is what I want 
to do,” said Gottschalk, a mem-
ber of  the cast of  Steampunked, 
a show found on Netflix. She 
makes her living by attending 
conventions and selling her crafts. 

Steampunk is a genre of  sci-
ence-fiction that revolves around 
Victorian Era style and steam fu-
eled technology. 

“I was going to every single 

convention that I could go to and 
a friend of  mine asked me if  I 
wanted to go (to Youmacon),” 
Gottschalk said. “Youmacon is 
where I started my steampunk.” 

During the 2016 Youmacon, 
Gottschalk could be found in 
the vendor’s room at The Cobo 
Center, where she paired her 
ware’s with creator Kollin’s  
merchandise. Of  Gottschalk’s 
work, large leather dice shaped 
purses stood out the most. 

The planning side of  
Youmacon can be a tedious thing.

“We had multiple events sur-
rounding the convention; there 
was also a Hillary event, there 
was a Red Wings game,” said 
Brandon White, 29, of  Ypsilanti, 
a digital video production ma-
jor at Washtenaw Community 
College. 

White is the Community 
Manager of  The Fan Art Theater 
for Youmacon and started  

working towards the 2016 con-
vention in September 2016. 

Trouble came with equip-
ment difficulties and people 
having trouble finding their 
way around due to transporta-
tion congestion, lack of  parking 
and events being moved.

“After 13 years Youmacon has 
learned very well how to pivot 
and find our center and put out 
the best quality show that we 
can,” White said. 

“I’d say the best part was 
the fact that we had a lot more 
variety of  guests this year. We 
brought in a silks, like hanging 
in the air sort of  like ‘Cirque du 
Soleil’ sort of  group called The 
Iluminar,” White said, looking at 
the bright side of  things.

Iluminar is an aerial group 
out of  Broomfield, Colorado that 
mixes drama with aerial dance.

“I was really excited that 
we had Tom O’Grady AKA 

Tom Fawkes, he’s a live-stream-
er,” White said. “We had him, 
Toothpickvic and Jelloapocalypse 
in our department coming in to 
talk about ‘here’s how you do 
your Youtube, here’s how you 
do your Twitch channel, here’s 
how you can make yourself  more 
marketable from the amateur 
standpoint,’ because these guys 
are professional, they make their 
money off  of  Youtube.” 

For some people, Youmacon 
is a new experience that gave a 
sense of  belonging.

“Youmacon was a rather, very 
exciting experience for me, espe-
cially for it being my first time,” 
said Matthew Smith, 20, a culi-
nary arts major at WCC. “People 
were extremely nice [and] there 
was always something to do.”

“The feeling of  being able 
to actually talk to people about 
some of  your favorite comic-
books or animes and people 

being actually able to under-
stand you [and] know where 
you’re coming from. That was 
a very, very, exciting experience 
for me,” Smith said. 

 For Youmacon goers, after 
the weekend is over, it’s time to 
look to next year’s event.

“Next year I will be go-
ing as a Black Lantern, if  not 
a Green Lantern,” said Smith, 
the secretary of  the Comic Book 
Club, said. He wasn’t able to co-
splay this year due to costume 
complications.

To anyone trying to decide 
if  they want to go, “Pre-register 
and as early as you can, get your 
hotel room, because if  you want 
to be there for all three days, the 
hotels sell out really fast and you 
can always transfer your name 
to the room block. So get your 
badge, get your room early, if  you 
can, have your badge mailed to 
you,” White said. 
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Brian Bolchi and Taylor Scherman, dressed as Soul and Maka, from the anime series Soul Eater, enjoy their visit to Youmacon 
2016.

Karianne Gottschalk, originally from Dearborn, professional 
steampunker and leather crafter shows off her custom work.



Read to succeed while getting a trim
Local barber shop helping to improve reading skills with kids in the community
by Chanel Stitt

Contributor

to be able to read in front of  the 
class and read proficiently.

“We look for them being more 
comfortable, focused, able to ar-
ticulate and comprehend what 
they’re reading,” said Fuller.

The incentive for reading is 
either giving a child $2, or taking 
$2 off of  their haircut in the end.

Fuller explained that the read-
ing program idea came to the 
shop at the right time. Things 
had started to change in the 
shop, then the program went vi-
ral. Read to Your Barber became 
a local news story, then reached 
international news in Australia.

There have been new cus-
tomers, some with books in their 
hands ready to begin reading dur-
ing their turn. They have also 
gotten many large donations of  
books. Fuller Cut is willing to pro-
vide a bookshelf  and books to 
any shop that wants to start the 
program as well.

Based on negative events hap-
pening in the country, such as 
police shootings and hate crimes, 
the books that these kids read talk 
about positive role models and 
good things that people have 
done. The clientele of  the barber 
shop is about 85 percent African 
American and it is important to 
Fuller Cut barbers to show that 
there are many positive things in 
the black community.

“I think that this program is 
a good addition to the shop, and 
to the community,” said Shawn 
Lewis, a customer at Fuller Cut.

Kids end up asking questions 
while they are reading and have 
positive reactions during their 
reading experiences. When the 
kid is done reading, they are given 
a pop quiz to make sure compre-
hension had taken place the bar-
bers mentioned. 

In the WCC Child Care 
Center, reading skills, are among 
the skills being taught to the 

preschool students that attend. 
“Helping children gain the 

skills needed to become good 
readers enables them to succeed 
in future academic pursuits,” said 
Trudi Hagen, the director of  the 
Family Education Building.

Fuller has called this a “read-
ing revolution” within the com-
munity to further education in 
kid’s lives. If  a child connects to 
a book and there was a duplicate 
available, Fuller Cut has given 
these kids the book. This expe-
rience has impacted the barber 
shop in a great way.

Fuller Cut services all hair 
types and textures, they are lo-
cated on Ecorse Road in Ypsilanti, 
Michigan.

A 3-year-old is trying to share what he learned from a children’s animal photo book while 
waiting at Fuller Cut.WCC English Teacher Danny Meyerend is a customer of Alex Fuller.

Alex Fuller, barber and owner of Fuller Cut, started the "Read to Barber Program" at his shop for promoting literacy in August 2015.
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Open the red door and walk 
into 307 Ecorse Rd., there is more 
than just a barber shop inside; 
two kids in chairs read aloud from 
donated books. 

“It is easier to build strong 
children than to repair broken 
men,” one of  the children read 
a book about Frederick Douglass 
as they sat for their $ 11 haircut.

As the barbers snip away, the 
children read aloud and answer 
questions about their chosen 
books, gaining self  confidence 
and experience speaking in front 
of  others.

An Ypsilanti barber shop, 
Fuller Cut, has been conducting 
the Read to Your Barber Program 
for ages up to 12 years old.

Fuller Cut barbers, Alex 
Fuller and Ryan Griffin decided 
to start this program after read-
ing an article about three other 
barbershops that were doing the 
same idea. They have been doing 
the program since August 2015, 
making an impact in young chil-
dren’s lives.

With the media not notified 
about this program until a year 
later, a reporter from Channel 4 
News claimed they were legiti-
mately trying to be involved with 
the community.

Washtenaw County’s illiteracy 
rate ranges up to 11.6 percent, 
according to the National Center 
for Education Statistics in 2003.

“Kids come in [the shop] that 
are lagging behind in their read-
ing skills, so he felt the obligation 
to set this program fourth,” Fuller 
said about Griffin.

The barbers have noticed im-
provement in the reading skills as 
kids come into the shop regular-
ly. Some kids are reading below 
grade level and Fuller Cut’s goal 
is to make them feel comfortable 

Bravo 51 was held in the 
Morris Lawrence building’s 
Towsley Auditorium on Friday, 
Nov. 11. The event, now in 
its third year, is titled after the 
age of  Washtenaw Community 
College, which was established 
in 1965. Bravo 51 is an annual 
event held here at WCC that in-
vites the community to celebrate 
its diverse culture and its com-
munity member’s great talents. 
Noonie Anderson,  performing 
arts department chair, who con-
ceived the event, recognizes the 
great talents of  this community 
and continues to orchestrate the 
event each year.

Bravo 51
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Jake Kitley performs one of his original 
pieces titled, “Fuel the Fire Burnin.” Morgan Foreman performing an original dance to, “Toxic” by Yael Naim.

Jonas Berzanskis performing his original song titled, 
“Jonas Mekas.”

Jerry Partovich plays the song, “We 
Believe in Music,” which is a variation 
of the song, “I Believe in Music” by Mac 
Davis.

Morgan G. McMillon performs the piece, "Aria" by 
Eugene Bozza on the saxophone.

Heidi Loubser, Melissa Ulmer and Madeleine Rivard 
finishing their, "Paper People" improv performance. 

"Paper People" is a poem by Harry Baker.

Noonie Anderson an instructor of dance 
and yoga at WCC performs an original 
dance to the song, ”Torn” by Nathan 
Lanier.

Spencer Michaud performs one of his 
original songs titled, “Boom Town.”
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Traveling soon?  
Some words of advice
by Jenee Gregor

Deputy Editor

The holiday season beckons some to get out of dodge 
to go exploring in the world, and for some to visit far off  
family and friends.  Some are just taking a small drive over to  
family’s houses and some may even been leaving the  
country.  No matter how far students go this season, these 
things are always good to know.

“I’m 87 and still traveling,” said Julia Ann Thomas,  
resident of Ypsilanti and traveler to six of seven continents and 
still going. Going out into the world and seeing how people 
are the same, make you feel like it is all one world, she said.

Before Booking

Look around to more than one website to gauge the cost 
of the ticket. Websites like Orbitz, Priceline and Hotwire are 
all third party websites that search all the airlines, hotel and 
rental car agencies, and look for the cheapest deals.  

The next step passed that are sites like Kayak and Sky 
Scanner, that are more comprehensive sites that search all 
of the third-party sites.  SkyScanner is more geared toward 
international flights and Kayak is generally for more domestic  
in the U.S., they have the ability to do both.

If there is no travel planned, both of those sites allow 
you to search from U.S. to “Everywhere,” so if there isn’t  
wanderlust, it will manifest.

Before the Airport

Clean out that old bag that is going to be used for carry 
on, make sure that nothing sharp is in there that can be a 
weapon.  All of the strange things that could be considered 
troublesome should be put in checked baggage or left at 
home.

In a carry-on bag, only approved travel size bottles will  

make it through security, so planning ahead will make the se-
curity process much easier.

With a checked bag, if there is a scale at home, weigh 
it to make sure that it won’t cost extra money, or the  
embarrassment of unpacking and jamming heavy items into 
the carry-on. Most airlines have a weight limit of about 50 lbs., 
for checked baggage, be prepared.  

Make sure that tickets are easily accessible by email, or by 
an application from the airline or already printed.  

Bring proper identification, if flying domestic, bring driver’s 
license, and if traveling abroad, don’t forget a passport that 
has at least six months before it expires.

Obtaining a passport takes time, routine processing takes 
four to five weeks, expedited processing takes two to three 
weeks and when expedited at an agency takes five business 
days, according to the U.S. Department of State.

At the Airport

When the bags are packed and the liquid items are all  
under the restricted sizes, the rest is waiting in line and a breeze.

Unless the flight is delayed, overbooked or worst case,  
cancelled, in which there is some digging to be done, to 
remedy.  

In some cases, an overbooked flight can mean some free 
travel to somewhere else when volunteers are asked to give 
up seats for travel vouchers.  

Even a delay can have rewards with a travel voucher.  When 
flights are delayed it is possible to get reimbursed for the 
flight, which in a lot of cases is a ticket to somewhere else in 
the world.

“Keep it simple,” said Phil Boos, WCC student, musician 
and filmmaker. Minimize your plans so there is less stress.  
Most of all, relax!  Things are going to go however they go, 
that’s the point of travel; experience.
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Delta offers these tips about carry on luggage:
What you need to know:
3 — 3.4-ounce containers or less
1 — Quart-sized clear plastic-zip bag
1 — One bag per person
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Across
1 Correct
6 Dr.’s visit
10 “No __”: “Piece of cake”
14 Farewell that’s bid
15 Societal woes
16 Weapon in Clue
17 It’s “down at the end of Lonely Street,” 
in an Elvis hit
20 Horse hair
21 Online marketplace
22 City in upstate New York
23 Business baron
25 Liver secretion
27 Practice boxing
28 Oil well output, in slang
33 Hindu teacher
34 Fútbol fan’s cry
35 Fencing weapon
36 Malleable metal
37 Historic events at Gettysburg and 
Vicksburg
41 Sister of Zsa Zsa
42 Ye __ Shoppe
44 Spoil
45 Word with circle or tube
47 Miracle-Gro, e.g.
50 Flower usually sold by the dozen
51 Ivory source

52 Upper crust
54 NFL Hall of Famer Bart
57 Dreaded high school spots?
59 Baker’s amts.
62 Part of an Aretha Franklin refrain about 
fools ... and a hint to the ends of 17-, 28- 
and 47-Across
65 Swiss river
66 Congressional confidante
67 Florida city on the Gulf Coast
68 Waitstaff rewards
69 Post-combat affliction, briefly
70 Sharply inclined

Down
1 Chicago mayor Emanuel
2 Thought
3 Big bamboo muncher
4 “Peekaboo!”
5 Boy king
6 Online service for booking rooms with 
local hosts
7 Guilty, for one
8 Ump’s cry before the first pitch
9 “For shame!”
10 Mentored person
11 Roast, in Dijon
12 Oil cartel acronym
13 Actor Lugosi

18 Arthur of “Maude”
19 “Incredible” superhero
24 Chicago daily, familiarly
26 Frozen drink brand
27 Sty supper
29 Keno kin
30 Ali Baba’s magic words
31 “Drove my Chevy to the __”: “American 
Pie” lyric
32 Luv
33 “Knock it off!”
38 Kennel cacophony
39 Suffered financially
40 iPhone’s voice-activated app
43 Postings in ledgers
46 “Please, anything else!”
48 Right or left, while driving
49 Didn’t admit
53 Sportscaster Berman
54 Ella’s expertise
55 Spicy Asian cuisine
56 Boomers’ lobbying group
58 Scoundrels
60 Water carrier
61 “Just like that!” fingers sound
63 Put a limit on
64 Dol.’s 100

CLASSIFIEDS
• Send ads to wcc.voice.advertising@gmail.com
• The deadline is 5 p.m. the Tuesday before publication.

Students and WCC employees
Classified ads in The Voice are free.

LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS
Looking for help? As a service to our students, you may 
place "help wanted" ads in The Voice for free. 

Find puzzle solutions on our website
www.washtenawvoice.com
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Help Wanted

McDonald’s of Ann 
 Arbor and Ypsi lanti

Now hiring Managers and Team 

Members – All shifts

McDonalds’s of Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti

Starting pay - $9.00-11.00/hour, based 

on experience.

Call/Text 734-883-9354 or email annar-

bormcdonalds@gmail.com

Moonwinks Café  
( located on Plymouth Rd, Ann 

Arbor)
Now hiring employees for late morning, 

afternoon and weekend shifts.  Hours 

of operation are: M-F 6am-6pm, Sat 

8:30 - 5, Sun 9am-3:30.  Responsibilities 

include cashier, food prep, coffee and 

hot drink prep, smoothie peep, food 

order prep. Please call 734-646-4696 

to schedule an interview

Caregivers 

Pretrial  Services Special ist
-The Services Specialist, under super-

vision, will interview and investigate 

defendants; makes oral and written 

recommendations for bonds and con-

ditions; supervises defendants released 

on bond; provides preliminary sentenc-

ing guideline assessments, and pre-

pares various statistical reports.

Guest Service Representative
-Organize, confirm, process, and con-
duct all guest check-ins/check-outs, 
room reservations, requests, changes, 
and cancellations. Secure payment; 
verify and adjust billing. Process all 
guest requests and relay messages. 
Run and review daily reports/logs. 
Complete designated cashier and 
closing reports in the computer sys-
tem. Process all payment types, adjust-
ment vouchers, paid-outs, correction 
vouchers, and miscellaneous charges; 
provide change. Speak with others us-
ing clear and professional language; 

answer telephones using appropri-
ate etiquette.

Reservations Agent
-Motivated, friendly individuals with 

experience in customer service to 

join our call center team. This is an 

inbound call center environment fo-

cused on making reservations and 

providing support for campers visit-

ing our beautiful State parks. 10-15 

hours per week.

Automotive Project  
Coordinator

-The Automotive Project Coordinator 

will manage all aspects of automo-

tive builds, vehicle retrofits and com-

ponent repair projects.  This is a day 

shift position and is located in Livonia, 

MI.  Must have well-rounded auto-

motive mechanical experience - full 

vehicle knowledge. Must have vehi-

cle component replacement knowl-

edge. Excellent communication, 

organizational and planning skills. Able 

to execute projects effectively and ef-

ficiently. Able to communicate with 

customers in a professional manner.

DJ Assistant/MC- 
The MC/DJ assistant will perform for 

bar/bat mitzvahs, weddings, parties 

and school dances. You will be talking 

on a microphone in front of a crowd, 

provide high energy enthusiasm while 

motivating and encouraging people 

to dance, take requests, coordinate 

details with clients and other event 

vendors, host games, set up/take down 

equipment, load/unload equipment.

Associate Technician
-Performs measurements and quali-

fies containers for production by uti-

lizing volumetric, dimensional, mass, 

and functional testing as requested. 

Accurately documents qualitative and 

quantitative data. Communicates re-

sults of findings with Corporate 

Quality, Engineering, Innovation, and 

the Advanced Development Plant 

Technicians in requested data packs. 

Assists with project execution by vali-

dating results with multiple variables. 

Follows written Work Instructions 

and other documented test proce-

dures. Participates in validation of lab 

equipment by performing weekly cali-

bration audits

Pre-K Teacher- 
Develops lesson plans. Meets the indi-

vidual's needs of the children. Parent 

communication. Participation in staff 

and training meetings. Designing an 

appropriate room arrangement to 

support the goals and developmen-

tal level of the children in the classroom. 

Interacting with the children to support 

play, exploration, and learning.

HR Intern- 
Assists with compensation market 

analyses for current and new posi-

tions, including compiling all survey 

request results. Completes compen-

sation salary survey requests from 

other municipalities and other orga-

nizations requesting data. Assist the 

HR team with creating and editing 

union progression documents. Assist 

Compensation & HRIS Supervisor with 

non-union compensation study. Assist 

the HR Technology Team with ad hoc 

reporting and data manipulation in 

Excel, data entry, process mapping, 

and system configuration. Will support 

other HR team members, as necessary. 

- Make a difference in the lives of the 

elderly providing non-medical home 

care services to senior clients through-

out Washtenaw County.  Part time po-

sitions are available; we work around 

your schedule. Transportation required. 

Experience is helpful, but training is 

provided. To apply, please visitwww.

homeinstead.com/227 and complete 

an online application. Questions? (734) 

971-9023

Career Services 

ML 104 • (734) 677-5155 • careers@

wccnet.edu • www.wccnet.edu/

careerconnection/ 

Below is a sample of recent employ-

ment want ads which have been posted 

with WCC Career Services. Students 

are invited to read these ads and to 

contact Career Services to find out how 

to apply for the openings.
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ART MUSIC & FUN WORKSHOPS

FIRST FRIDAY | PHOTO COURTESY MARCY DAVY HAYWOOD  FROM THE GROUND UP | PHOTO COURTESY ROLAND GRAF

KARIN WAGNER CORON, “FROM ABOVE”
Karin takes in the viewpoint of overhead images and paints them 
with oil on canvas. 
WSG Gallery | 306 S. Main St., Ann Arbor

Now through Nov. 26

3RD ANNUAL ART OFF THE WALL EXHIBIT
Support local artists with shopping at the gallery for holiday 
presents.
117 W. Liberty St., Ann Arbor

Now through Jan. 7

ANN ARBOR WOMEN ARTISTS FALL 2016 
JURIED EXHIBIT
330 female artists belong to the AAWA group and are 
showcasing their 2D work from selected artists.
Downtown Library: 3rd fl oor exhibit, lower level display, and multi-purpose 
room | 343 S. Fifth Ave., Ann Arbor

Now through Nov. 29

JAZZ NIGHT
Every Thursday evening, Depot Town gets jazzy at the taphouse 
and with weekly performers.
Cultivate Coffee and Taphouse | 307 N. River St., Ypsilanti

Every Thursday, 7:00–10:00 p.m. 

OPEN MIC WITH THE MARTINDALES
Each Thursday the stage is opened up for bands and musicians 
to come and play three songs. 
Tap Room | 201 W. Michigan Ave., Ypsilanti

Every Thursday, 9:00 p.m.

FIRST FRIDAY YPSILANTI
A guided art walk will take place on the fi rst Friday of the month 
with music and activities.
All over Downtown Ypsilanti and Depot Town

Dec. 2, 5:00–10:00 p.m.

PITCH @ WCC KICK OFF
Learn about how the Pitch @ WCC works, the rules and how the 
Entrepreneurship Center can help.
Morris Lawrence Building | Room ML105/101

Nov. 29, 4:00–6:00 p.m. | Free for students, registration 
required.

PENNY STAMPS LECTURE SERIES 
Roland Graf, and his lecture on “From the Ground Up,” each 
week there is a different speaker and this one is about a design 
and public space.
Michigan Theater | 603 E. Liberty St., Ann Arbor

Dec. 1, 5:10 p.m. 

SELF-CARE MASSAGE: LOWER BACK & 
BODY WITH BRIAN M. TRUSKOWSKI
Brian will teach how to use myofascial massage to help against 
pain.
Downtown Library: Multi-Purpose Room | 343 S. Fifth Ave., Ann Arbor

Nov. 29, 7:00–8:30 p.m

TRANSFER
SEAMLESSLY
Learn about EMU’s 200+ majors
Apply for FREE—a $35 savings!
Open House @ EMU-Livonia | Nov. 30
emich.edu/transfer

FROM ABOVE | PHOTO COURTESY WSG GALLERY


