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‘Occupy Lansing’ draws crowd

JARED ANGLE THE WASHTENAW VOICE

Left, Lansing mayor Virg Bernero addresses the crowd. Right, Anna Sluka speaks about her experiences in New York City.

JARED ANGLE
Photo Editor

Asthe “Occupy Wall Street”
movement gains momentum
in cities across the United
States, several politicians
have criticized it, includ-
ing Boston’s mayor Thomas
Menino, who recently said
“civil disobedience will not be
tolerated in Boston.” Mayor
Virg Bernero of Lansing, how-
ever, doesn’t see it that way.

With his father in tow,
Bernero addressed the crowd
of roughly 200 demonstra-
torsonthe stepsofthe Capitol
in Lansing on Saturday,
Oct. 15, eager to show his
support for the grassroots
movement. Describing the
movement as peaceful and
organized, making “Occupy
Lansing” safe and productive
for the protestors, Bernero
said the need for police in-
volvement was minimal.

At a meeting prior to the
protest, police met with
“Occupy Lansing” organizers

to set forth guidelines, which
helped ensure that problems
would not arise. Spurred on
by the open nature of the
demonstration, several pro-
testers representing differ-
ent causes spoke from the
steps of the Capitol building,
with the crowd echoing their
words for those further back
to hear.

Muskegon native Anna
Kathryn Sluka, 24, was one of
those protestors. After being
arrested twice in New York
City during the “Occupy Wall
Street” demonstrations, she
returned home to help spread
the movement to Michigan,
saying that she is “more dedi-
cated than ever.”

Pointing out a critical
mass of economic disparity
in the United States, Sluka
said that there is room for
every social cause within
the movement.

“I’'ve been waiting my
whole life to mobilize for this
cause,” says Sluka, adding
that many others in the crowd

share the sentiment.

Sara Feldman, 31, lives in
Ann Arbor and has been work-
ing hard to unite Lansing,
Detroit, and Ann Arbor in
the movement. She was pres-
ent at an “Occupy Ann Arbor”
event in the University of
Michigan Diag, and has been
working with the movements
in all three cities in the past
few weeks.

Not everyone in the crowd
was in their 20s or 30s, how-
ever. Several experienced
protestors were making their
voices heard, including a Gulf
War veteran and a 70-year-
old woman who has protest-
ed a range of issues over the
years, including racial segre-
gation, the Vietnam War, and
the Afghan War.

Organizers of “Occupy
Lansing” plan to keep the
movement going as long as
possible, including camping
in Reutter Park in downtown
Lansing, and working closely
with other movements both
statewide and nationwide.

“Starbucks now at Bakuzio's”

STARBUCKS FROM FRONT PAGE

Bakuzio’s has offered since its
Washtenaw inception.

“The shop has been here
since 2006, I believe,” said
Course, who has managed the
various Student Center build-
ing food stores since 2008.
“Since then, we have used
either GFS (Gordon Food
Services) or a local brewer
called Becharas Brothers.”

All of the first floor SC
stores continue to use GFS
and Cochran Brothers Bakery
for the different shops’ non-
franchised food items. This in-
cludes items for both Edibles
and Subway, which are leased,
contracted and managed
by the parent Continental
company.

And while the change

to a premium provider like
Starbucks speaks volumes to
the quality of the brews of-
fered before, Course stands
by her decision, stating that it
simply works the best for her
clients and stores.

“We’re still keeping our reg-
ular GFS bakery items,” she
said, “so we’re not strictly just
a Starbucks. That might be an
option for us down the road,
but right now we don’t have
any of their pastries or bagels.”

Just because the forest-
green logo is there, Course ex-
plained, it doesn’t mean that
the store is a fully licensed
Starbucks - Course’s com-
pany has only loosely part-
nered with the coffee provider,
which offers greater freedom
in terms of overall choice
when picking which items to,
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or not to carry.

“This offers us a little more
leeway in the type of products
we can offer and which ones
we can skip over, like a few
of the promotions,” Course
said. “Right now we have the
Pumpkin Latte, which is pop-
ular. This helps us tailor our
product to the type of custom-
er and clientele we have.”

Bakuzio’s will even con-
tinue to accept and dole out
its customer loyalty cards, de-
spite the crossover in product.

But even with better-tast-
ing coffee, Emiggo admits
that he wishes it wasn’t a
Starbucks.

“To be honest, I'm not
that big of a fan of Starbucks,”
Emiggio said. “But compared
to the old coffee it’s a lot
better.”

WELDING FROM FRONT PAGE

Young was the adviser who
went to London with Clink,
has won a lot of awards him-
self. In fact, in the interna-
tional competition before this
one, Young, then a student,
returned with the same award
that Clink got this year. After
Young’s victory, WCC hired
him, and he mentored Clink.

“In 2009, I did exactly what
Brad did during the last World
Skills  competition,” said
Young, an instructor lab assis-
tant. “When I was to the end
of my competing, he was just
starting. He kind of followed
me along.”

Clink noted that during a
competition, he never does
better than he can in practice.
However, during one compe-
tition he created a piece that

he felt came as close to his
practice as he had ever done
outside of practice.

“I think my best piece of
work was my pressure sys-
tem,” Clink began. “It came
closest to my practice.”

In order to get all of the
way to the international com-
petition, there were a lot
of other competitions that
Clink had to win. First, he had
to place first in Michigan.
After that, the top six went
on to a national competition.
He went to the Fab Tech show
in Atlanta, and then went
with an even smaller group
of only three to Kansas City
in June. Clink credits his vic-
tory to the wide range of ca-
pabilities of the welding in-
structors at WCC, as well as
his access to the equipment
he needed.

“Getting a job is no wor-
ries,” Clink said. “The faculty
that work in there are in such
awide range (of disciplines).”

For students who choose
to compete, there is a lot of
rigorous work. Glenn Kay, a
welding instructor, knows
that they push a really hard
training schedule to get the
students to level that they
can compete against people
around the country and the
world. Also, Kay knows that
having the experience in the
competitions and the awards
from them will help students
to get jobs when they leave
WCC.

“We strive for excellence
with our students,” Kay said.
“We usually do really well ev-
ery year. We've been first
place state winners for prob-
ably 10 years.”

FORD FROM FRONT PAGE

“It’s really important be-
cause as we try and struggle
with all the environmental
and technological difficul-
ties facing manufacturers
and cars, the solution is go-
ing to come from technolo-
gy,” Ford said in an interview
with The Washtenaw Voice.
He cited the need for students
to understand the new play-
ing field of innovation - spe-
cifically speaking to those stu-
dents who may be taking part
in WCC’s green technologies
classes offered in the auto
body department’s course
catalog.

“These students who have
abackground in working with
the technology are really go-
ing to have a leg up,” he said.

“In recent years, concerns
about our shrinking manufac-
turing base have converged
with another issue, the envi-
ronment,” Ford added. “There
are concerns about the avail-
ability and the affordability
of fuel and the effects of CO2
emissions on our climate.

“And as worries about en-
vironment have grown, so
has the demand for environ-
mentally friendly products,
not just in the auto industry.
Smart companies and smart
communities have been rac-
ing ahead of this trip to get
green products and green
jobs.”

Michigan, Ford said, is
“uniquely positioned” to lead
this transition tonewtech and
new industries. In order to
achieve a stronger manufac-
turing presence in Michigan,
many of the measures for the
bases survival already exist,
like a close customer base and
access to international trade.

In order to do that, the
state needs a new bridge
across the Detroit River, Ford
said, wading into a controver-
sy that has divided the state’s
legislature and its governor.

“Any high tech suppli-
er should want to be close
to their customers, so they
should build plants and re-
search and development
centers here to be near us,
the consumer,” Ford said.
“Michigan’s location on the
Canadian border is also our

advantage.
“In one day alone, 600
trucks  carrying compo-

nents and vehicles over the
Ambassador Bridge, but that
crossing is becoming increas-
ingly congested. Supporting
a new border crossing is in
our and other businesses best
interest.”

And while these initia-
tives may all be in our grasp,
Ford explained, the question
moving forward is clear: Does
America have what it takes to
compete in manufacturing on
aglobal scale?

Ford’s answer was a re-
sounding yes, but he cau-
tioned that the solution won’t
be found through the “flag
waving” of buying American.

“I'm really happy with
people who want to buy
American, and I think it’s real-
ly great, but if we hang our hat
on it, it’s just a concept dear
to us,” Ford said in response
to a question about the com-
plexities of the Buy American
push. “How we really end up
winning in the marketplace is
if we end delivering top qual-
ity, and put the technology in
the vehicles that people think
‘Oh well, that is cool. And that
does resonate with my life.’

“That’s how we win.”

Although the answer
was not overtly patriot-
ic, Ford’s point is exceeding-
ly valid, according to Larry
Osterly, Executive Director
of the Saline Area Chamber of
Commerce.

“It was interesting to hear
what he had to say about
buying American because it’s
a difficult question to answer,”
Osterly said. “It’s difficult be-
cause your local person do-
ing work out of his house
might be buying his goods
for service from China. You
never know.”

Overall, Osterly especially
liked seeing Ford’s thoughts
and strategy put into greater
context.

“I can see why Ford Motors
after the 2008 stress peri-
od, have done as well as they
have,” he said. “It’s because
they planned for it. Life is
full of constant change, and
the same can be said about
the manufacturing industry.
You can see it in all these
different pocket areas like
Saline and Ann Arbor. We lost

all these manufacturing
jobs and now they are com-
ing back.”

For Ford, the message is
less about good business, and
much more about what you
can offer the customers. And
what customers want, he said,
is innovation.

“People seem to think that
manufacturing and the au-
tomotive sector are a dino-
saur industry,” Ford said. “But
that’s changing, and we’re
now less like the Flintstones
and becoming much more
like the Jetsons.”

And his Lions? Well, with
some major innovations and
restructuring, theyre finally
starting to play like Lions.
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WCC automotive students modified a Ford 500 sedan, replacing the original engine with a 590 hp engine from the Ford GT.

AA PEDESTRIANS FROM FRONT PAGE

down on aggressive motorists.

“People need to educate
people, perhaps put up more
signs,” Popa said. “Be aware
your life is in danger.”

The Washtenaw Biking
and Walking Coalition agrees.
With its dedication to sustain-
able transportation, the or-
ganization has led recent ef-
forts to promote safety for
those who choose not to drive.
Seeing past safety efforts
as problematic, Eric Briggs,
board member of the WBWC,
hopes new regulations will
promote higher recognition
for cross-walks and other
measures amongst motorists
and pedestrians alike.

“In reality, the law was
changed because the previ-
ous crosswalk law was ba-
sically unenforceable and
crosswalks weren’t serving as
a safe crossing point for many
members of our community,”
Briggs said. “For some of us, it
is possible to wait for a gap in
traffic and dash across a busy
street, but for many residents
that option does not exist.”

The new ordinance, re-
quiring motorists to yield
to pedestrians waiting at or

within designated crosswalks,
has been enforced in coop-
eration with the Ann Arbor
Police Department starting
Sep. 18 and continuing into
early October. Officers have
targeted specific intersec-
tions, spending 10-minute
portions of their shifts pa-
trolling the assigned areas.
Offenders are ticketed.

The WBWC has also con-
tinued to work with the city
for Dbetter-designed cross-
walks and signage to alert
motorists when yielding is
required.

Elizabeth Patten, a special
services officer at the AAPD,
points to the partnership
of the department and the
WBWC as synergy in the fight
for safety.

“The Ann Arbor Police de-
partment has been doing a
strategic enforcement cam-
paign,” Patten said. “The po-
lice have worked closely with
the Washtenaw Coalition for
Walking and Biking to help
improve the safety of the pe-
destrians at the crosswalks.
This campaign should result
in 28 hours of dedicated en-
forcement to crosswalk safety”

Thenewordinance seemed
to be widely embraced.

Two U-M students cross South State Street, about 50 feet from the nearest crosswalk.

“People should be able to
walk around without having
to worry about being smashed
by a car,” said Liz Wason, 27, a
U-M graduate student from
Milwaukee studying ecology.
“Cars will actually honk at pe-
destrians. It’s ridiculous.”

An employee at U-M’s
English Language Institute,
Carson Maynard, 33, of Ann
Arbor, looks to heightened pe-
destrian safety in other cit-
ies as a trend he hopes will
continue.

“I still remember going to
Seattle years ago and think-
ingwhat a pedestrian-friendly
city it was because cars would
stop for you as opposed to
trying to run through as fast
as they could before you got
there,” Maynard said. “I think
it’s a nice model to aim for.”

Delighted to hear of the
city’s efforts to protect pe-
destrians, Wason looks to
enforcement of the law as a
much-needed punishment for
unruly motorists and hopes it
will make it safer to travel by
foot.

“It’s what’s to be expect-
ed. Don’t be an asshole,”
Wason said. “We need to cre-
ate a culture of pedestrian
empowerment.”
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Baseball coach seeks chance
at next level for his players

ANNA FUQUA-SMITH
Staff Writer

Thanks to their baseball
coach, Washtenaw Community
College student athletes Chris
King and Lenny Penn are
starting to believe in second
chances.

King, 20, left high school
with ambitions to play college
ball. After being recruited by
Concordia University he was
redshirted because of an injury.
He tore all of the ligaments in
his ankle playing basketball.

A physical therapy major
from Grand Ledge, King left
Concordia and came to WCC to
start over. After his own physi-
cal therapy sessions and a lot
of work on his ankle, he joined
the Club Sports baseball team
to do what he loves - play ball.

And just eight games into
his career at WCC, King has
proven to coach Brian Moeglin
that he has the skills to play at
another level, even with his
injuries.

“Chris came to tryouts and
couldn’t run because of his an-
kle. Immediately, I thought, ‘Oh
boy, what do we do with him?*”
Moeglin said. “He’s worked on
his ankle and gotten it better.”

Originally, Moeglin played
Kingat third base and was able
to quickly realize that he was
“smooth with his hands.” He
also brought Kingin to pitchin
four of the eight games.

“I think at the next level,

either Division II or II1, his fu-
ture is with pitching,” Moeglin
said. “He does have agood arm
and throws the ball hard. And
he’s very smart on the mound.”

Like many at WCC, King
sees his experience here as a
lucky second chance.

“If he were to contact
schools and get me a scholar-
ship, it would mean alot to me

CHRIS KING

to get recruited again,” King
said of his coach. “He’s going
the extramile contacting these
other colleges for me, and he
doesn’t have to do that.”
Moeglin has sent out infor-
mation on King to more than
10 schools, and is hopeful that
King can be looked at as a pos-
sible recruit as soon as next
spring.
“Chrisisaqualityindividual,

andit’swhat separates him from
traditional athletes,” Moeglin
said. “He is not egotistical.”
For Penn, 29, of Ypsilanti,
life intervened after he spent
a year playing ball for Henry
Ford Community College. Penn
admits that he was young and
dumb when he left HFCC.
After starting a family and
having three children, Penn re-

LENNY PENN

turned to school full-time this
semester at WCC, majoring in
culinary arts.

Even though Penn has used
one year of eligibility, he looks
at the opportunity to play col-
lege ball as amuch needed do-
over and a chance tobe a great
example to his children.

“I thought I was too old
to keep playing,” Penn said.
“(Coach Moeglin) reallylets me

know that he believes in me and
see’s something. I think he’s
giving me a second chance to
resurrect my baseball career.”

Moeglin has also sent out
information on Penn - who
plays center field for WCC -
to more than a dozen schools,
hoping to find him an oppor-
tunity to play wherever he can.

“I think he has Division
I-caliber potential. I just think
he’s been out of the loop for so
long and his name is not fresh
on college coaches’ minds,”
Penn said. “Recruiting starts
in high school and Lenny is not
straight out of high school.”

Penn proved to be so ca-
pable so quickly that he was
named team captain by the
second week of the season.

“Lenny is one of those guys
that is at practice first and the
last one to leave. He can run,
throw and hit the ball. His
knowledge is what sets him
apart,” Moeglin said. “He’s just
baseball smart.”

And while the fall season is
virtually over for baseball, the
coach pledges to keep talking
to several more colleges to find
opportunities for his two key
players.

“There’s a stigma that
comes with being on a club
team,” Moeglin said. “Our
team, the difference is we have
afewthat are ready for the next
level.

“And I will do anything in
my power to get them there.”

Michigan at mid-season:
New faces, same old story

MATT DURR
Editor

For the second straight sea-
son the University of Michigan
entered its rivalry game (yes,
itisarivalry game Wolverines
fans) against Michigan State as
an undefeated, highly ranked
team. And for the second
straight season MSU exposed
the deficiencies in the U-M
lineup.

With Michigan coming off
abye week, we break down the
team at the unofficial halfway
point of the year, and hand out
some mid-term grades:

GB:C

Denard Robinson has been
the best runner on the team
and has shown the ability to
take over a game with his legs.
Unfortunately, quarterbacks
are supposed to use their
arms to win and Robinson
has shown he has no ability
to throw the ball accurately.
Devin Gardner has had limited
time running the offense and
has also been up and down. If
Robinson cannot figure out a
way to be more efficient pass-
ing the ball, U-M will continue
to struggle.

RB: B-

Using a running back by
committee, the Wolverines’
backs have not been used as
much as advertised going into
the season. Part of that is be-
cause of Robinson’s ability to
run, but when given a chance,
Fitz Touissant, Vincent Smith
and Mike Shaw have been

effective, averaging more than
5yards a carry each. Heading
into the thick of the Big Ten
schedule, the running game
will be an essential element
to have going against some of
the stronger teams.

WR: B

While the passing game
has struggled, the receivers
have done their jobs well. The
problem has been Robinson’s
ability to get them the ball.
Learning a new system of
routes and a new passing tree
has been difficult, but Junior
Hemmingway, Roy Roundtree
and Jeremy Gallon have made
plays when given the chance.
Problemis, those chances have
been few and far between.

OL:B+

Trying to block for a player
like Robinson has to be a dif-
ficult job. It’s impossible to
predict which way he is go-
ing to cut back or escape the
pocket to. That said, Robinson
has not faced much pressure
unless opponents decide to
blitz, which no offensive line
can continually stop. The run
game has not set the world on
fire, but for aline being asked
to switch to abrand new block-
ing scheme, they’ve held up
their end of the deal.

DL:B

On paper it looks like this
team is one of the toughest
defenses in the country with
the No. 9-ranked defense
in points allowed per game.
However, stats can be mislead-
ing. Opponents have been able
to run on Michigan and there

hasbeen alack of pressure on
opposing quarterbacks. When
the line has faced pressure, it
has forced turnovers, which is
its saving grace.

LB:C

An inability to effectively
stop the run hurts this group.
Linebackers by design are
supposed to step up and make
plays on the run, and too many
times this year this corps has
failed to do so. This group has
been able to force turnovers at
critical times, but when play-
ing against tougher opponents
like Notre Dame and MSU, the
holesin this group are as wide
astherunninglanes theydon’t
fill.

DB:B

I wanted to say this group
was a C+ secondary, but when
you consider how many tack-
les this unit has, it’s hard to
say it hasn’t been important.
Many times Jordan Kovacs
has made touchdown-saving
plays in the secondary after
the men up front failed to
make a play. Opponents are
able to pass against the maize
and blue seemingly at will,
but unlike the past few sea-
sons, the secondary has lim-
ited the big play. Kovacs and
Thomas Gordon have been the
standouts.

SPECIAL TEAMS: D

There is still not much of a
kicking game to speak of. After
basically having no options to
kick field goals last year, this
year has seen aslightimprove-
ment with the team making
four out of the six attempts so

far. Punter Will Hagrup was
suspended for the first four
games of the season forcing
freshman Matt Wile to punt
early on. Kick coverage has
been shaky at best, and the
return game has yielded very
little, with the team’s longest
return gaining only 25 yards.

CoACHES: B

With abrand newregime in
place from head coach down
to both coordinators, Brady
Hoke and staff have been
tasked with implementing a
new system while trying to
use the talents of the players
already on the roster. Clearly
the defense isimproved in the
sense of forcing more turn-
overs and having limited the
big plays against them. The of-
fense haslooked great at times
and has struggled against some
less-than-equal opponents.

OVERALL:C +

Attimes thisyear, Michigan
has appeared to be on its way
back to being a contender in
the Big Ten. But usually those
signs of brilliance have come
against inferior opponents
or when the game is being
handed to them. Against the
three toughest opponents
they’ve faced (ND, MSU and
Northwestern) U-M has
trailed at halftime or late in
the second half and struggled
mightily on both sides of
the ball. With big matchups
against Illinois, Nebraska
and those dreaded Buckeyes
of Ohio State, the Wolverines
have alot of work to do before
reclaiming their place near the
top of the Big Ten.

CLUB SPORTS CALENDAR

TRYOUTS

PRACTICES

LOCATION

GAMES

MEN’s
BASKETBALL

WOMEN’S
BASKETBALL

Nov. 2, 9:30-11 p.m. and Nov. 5,

Nov. 2, 9:30-11 p.m. and Nov. 5,

6:30-8 p.m.

6:30-8 p.m.

Wednesdays, 9:30-11 p.m. and
Saturdays, 6:30-8 p.m.

Wednesdays, 9:30-11 p.m. and
Saturdays, 6:30-8 p.m.

Health and Fitness Center

Health and Fitness Center

Monday nights, December to March

Thursday nights, December to March

WCC INTRAMURAL SPORTS

REGISTRATION LEAGUE LOCATION GAME TIME
DODGEBALL Oct. 31-Nov. 4 Nov. 13-Dec. 11 Health and Fitness Center Co-rec: Sundays
PING PONG Nov. 7-15 Nov. 16-17 Student Center Men’s period: Wednesday

Women's period: Thursday

A girl’s first time:

Witnessing history from the press box

ANNA FuqQua-
SMITH
Staff Writer

I’'ve neverbeen
in a press box.
Wait! Let
me rephrase
that. I've never been to Spartan
Stadium - let alone in a press
box.

It wasn’t until nearly two
years ago that I even started
taking a liking to Michigan
football. I didn’t grow up in a
household centered on football
like some girls around here do.
I grewup playing football - and
verybadly, I must say. I was the
“tomboy,” but playing backyard
football and understanding it
are two distinctly different
things.

On Saturday mornings, I
would take the day off of work
just to sit with my boyfriend
and watch the game with him.
It was one of the only times
we could bond. He wasn’t very
knowledgeable in things other
than football.

And I never understood it
the fascination. Until last week-
end, when I was assigned to
cover the Michigan-Michigan
State football game.

Given this privilege at the
last minute from Matt Durr,
the editor of The Voice, I was
stoked. Nervous, but very
excited.

Ileft Ann Arbor with more
than enough time to get to East
Lansing and was greeted with
traffic, tailgaters, and frenzied
but not-so-friendly Michigan
State fans. Needless to say, this
was enough to make me want
to turn around and go home.
By kickoff, my patience meter
had flat-lined.

I cover Club Sports at
Washtenaw Community
College - writing about stu-
dents playing in recreational
leagues. That’s it.

I quickly learned that
watching major college foot-
ball and writing about it are two
completely different things.
From the press box, the view

of the field and the fans was
absolutely breathtaking. The
seaof green, the pomp and cir-
cumstance and the roars of the
crowd were overwhelming.

Sitting down with my com-
puter to take notes, I hear the
guy next to me pound the desk
in the first quarter. I look at
him thinking, “Isn’t there arule
about no cheering in the press
box?” He kindly looks back at
me and says, “What? I'm root-
ing for Michigan.”

But that was hardly
the problem. I'm partial to
Michigan too, but I knew bet-
ter than to express my feelings
openly in such a professional
environment.

Then I looked around to
notice there were all kinds
of cheering going on. Several
reporters and other assorted
media personnel were dressed
in either Michigan State or
Michiganregalia. And I thought
this was supposed to be a neu-
tral, professional and unbiased
zone? That wasn’t the case.

In fact, after one of several
personal fouls in the first quar-
ter, several media personnel
stood up from their seats look-
ingdown, eyes agape reacting to
what had just happened. Ilook
around, intimated, wondering
if how I’'m acting is the way to
react. It was sitting there not
doing anything, staying as neu-
tral as possible. I was trying to
do the right thing,.

With five minutes left in the
game, the mediais let onto the
field. Watching the end of the
28-14 Michigan loss was dis-
appointing, but being in the
middle of it, watching another
chapter of this long and won-
derful rivalry unfold is what I
crave in my journey to become
ajournalist.

Observing senior Kevin
Pickelman stomp the field
while holding up the Paul
Bunyan Trophy after MSU’s
victory was a reminder why
I'm pursuing this - to witness
history from the front row, like
reporters do.

Without cheering.

MCT COURTESY PHOTO

Michigan State head coach Mark Dantonio and Michigan head coach Brady Hoke hug at
midfield after Michigan State prevailed, 28-14, at Spartan Stadium on Oct. 15.

MCT COURTESY PHOTO

U-M coach Brady Hoke speaks to the media during a press conference.
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‘Real Steel’ - fewer explosions, more character

NATHAN CLARK
Staff Writer

Traditionally, movies fea-
turing robots fighting to the
death have had flimsy plots.
Not that a movie involving
robots fighting each other re-
ally requires astrong story, but
“Real Steel” is an amazing ex-
ception to the rule.

Set in the not-too-distant
future, “Real Steel” is the story
of a small-time robot boxing
promoter, played by Hugh
Jackman, whose arrogance
and bad decisions lead him to
continuous failure, losing ro-
botafter robotin underground
fighting rings. While search-
ing for parts to build a new

robot, his son stumbles upon
an old sparring bot that could
be Jackman’s last chance at
bonding with his son and glory.
Jackman plays the role of a
washed-up boxer who forever
lost his chance to be a cham-
pion after the rise of robot
boxing, and is now desperately
trying to make it big as a small
promoter in the new business.
Early in the film, Jackman is
informed that his ex-wife died
and his sister-in-law is fight-
ing for full custody of his es-
tranged son, whom he hasn’t
seen in more than 11 years.
Jackman agrees, after
the exchange of a substan-
tial amount of cash, to sign
over paternity rights to his

0.0 §*0%(

sister-in-law after spending
the summer with his son.
Jackman’s character could
easily win the title of world’s
worst father, showing his son
nothing but disinterest. But as
the movie progresses, he grows
fond of his son and realizes
how much he cares about him,
giving the film some warmth in
a father-son drama.

The visuals in the film are
nothing short of spectacular.
The robots are a mix of physi-
cal models and digital render-
ings. The computer-generated
robots were rendered so well
that you can hardly tell that
they are not real by the way
they interact with the char-
acters and the environment
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around them.

Michigan residents might
also recognize a few of the
locations in the film because
many of the scenes were shot
throughout the state - in plac-
es like the Belle Isle Zoo and
Cobo Arena.

“Real Steel” has something
for every moviegoer. For the
action fan, it has robots pum-
meling the crap out of each
other like a futuristic Rocky
movie. For fans who demand
human emotion in the film, it
has the story of a father bond-
ing with his son through chal-
lenge and tribulation.

Call up a friend or signifi-
cant other; thisisone film that
is definitely worth seeing.

‘Outwitting the devil’ with success
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With Halloween season
upon us, “Outwitting the
Devil” by Napoleon Hill is
a must-read for college stu-
dents interested in the roots
of human potential and how
to avoid the pitfalls placed
before us along the way.

“I cannot control you be-
cause you have discovered
your own mind and you have
taken charge of it,” the Devil
says, who is the main charac-
ter of the book.

His new book, written on
a manual typewriter in 1938,
had been locked away and
hidden by Hill’s family for 72
years. The family was worried
because Hill took a very con-
troversial approach in writing
the book — he wrote the book
as adialogue between himself
and the Devil, as a way to walk
people through their evils.

The book explains the pro-
cess of mental negative entan-
glement and the techniques
used to highjack a person’s
ability to think clearly. Once
people start to get entangled,
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they end up drifting with the
Devil into a hell on Earth.

Despite the long delay in
its publication, this book is
timeless, and very telling.

The Devil of Hill’s book
admits to injecting negative
thoughts into our thought
process in hopes of gaining
the upper hand.

“Tobe sure, I employ tricks
and devices to control human
thought. My devices are clever
ones, too,” said Hill’s Devil.

Hill is very creative in ex-
plaining the thinking process
that holds people back. He

AUTHOR NAPOLEON HILL
PUBLISHER STERLING

does a masterful job at using
dialogue to help uncover a
process that we do automati-
cally without much under-
standing of the mechanisms
that control our thinking and
behavior.

And the controversy lives
on. Did Hill really talk to the
Devil, or is thisbook made up?
He leaves it up to the read-
er to decide. If you can look
past the controversy and dig
into the outwitting-the-devil
dialogue, you might discover
a few things that you didn’t
know.

‘The Thing’ 2011 animates away the intrigue

MOVIE

ADRIAN HEDDEN
Staff Writer

Antarctica, winter, 1982: A
trio of Norwegian scientists on
aroutine expedition into the
Arctic tundra stumble upon a
mysterious, gigantic artifact
deep underground when their
vehicle collapses through the
ice. Urgent to unearth what
could be the find of the centu-
ry, the Norwegians promptly
recruit an American paleon-
tologist, Kate Lloyd, played by
Mary Elizabeth Winstead, to
assist in the extraction.

When the corpse of an ex-
traterrestrial is discovered
near the artifact, it is clear

that an alien spaceship has
been found. The formerly
frozen intergalactic traveler
isnotin a good mood. In fact,
it’s downright cranky.

In Matthijs van Heijningen
Jr’s“The Thing,” a prequel to
John Carpenter’s 1982 clas-
sic, many movie-goers are
left queasy and uneasy after
witnessing a bizarre, para-
sitic and incomparably slimy
creature dine on and replicate
every member of the research
team. Plot or not, Heijningen’s
latest outing is a well-done
modernized and digitally
animated remake of the cult-
classic, gore fest.

Creepy, barely lit hallways,

1.0 0 0% 0% ¢

astaple from Carpenter’s film,
were explored in the same
paranoid fashion as they were
in the ’80s. The entire set de-
sign remained faithful to the
base in the original, although
sleeker with the addition of
modern film technology. But
this “slickening” had its ups
and downs.

Inamemorable early scene
shared by both films, an alien
corpse is laid out on a surgical
table for autopsy. The plastic
and rubber, drowned in stage
blood thatserved asthe corpse
in 1982, was replaced with a
computer animated monster
inthe new one. The animation
allows for more camera shots
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and movement of the beast.

The new movie’s state-of-
the-art computer generated
images allowed for many more
eye-popping alien confron-
tations than its predecessor,
yet those attacks lost some of
their impact.

What created most of the
drama in the original was the
sense of foreboding and ten-
sion created as the crew waits
to die. This was achieved by
making audiences wait for
their gore. The new film gives
the visual masochist many
more tasty visual travesties
to throw up over later, but
becomes repetitive and pre-
dictable after about an hour.

Foster the People delivers the fire in ‘Torches aaw%yr

FOSTERTHEPEOPLE

ANNA FUQUA-SMITH
Staff Writer

Young and upcoming song-
writer Mark Foster took con-
trol of hislife at 18 and moved
to Los Angeles to pursue a ca-
reer in music.

That was nine years ago.

A few coffees and a catchy
whistling hook later, Foster the
People’s single “Pumped Up
Kicks” has engrossed the radio
airwaves and the Internet with
an indie-nerdy, dance-ability
that rocks enough to keep you
moving.

Songs like “Call it What You
Want” brings a progressive

build-up in the beginning and
transgress into something that
speaks about social values and
moral progress — a truth that
rarely finds it’s way into indie
rock music.

“Torches” is able to move
the audience with its electron-
ic-based tuning and odd, in-
spiring lyrics throughout the
album.

“Pumped Up Kicks” opens
with a gutsy cowboy child
named Robert toting “the
quick hand” from his fathers
box of things. A daring way
to begin an album, Foster the
People brilliantly delivers
the lyrics in a dance-tangled

make-you-feel-good vibe that
doesn’t waver.

Foster attributes his song-
writing to his capacity to break
into a character and uses his
lyrics to act out that character.

The album unfortunately
only brings a few layers of dif-
ferent sounding rhythms, and
songs like “Warrant” and “I
Would Do Anything For You”
play into the classic down-
tempo of romantic piano bal-
lads. They get sappy for awhile,
but keep the beat in your grasp.

The astonishing aspect of
“Torches” is that it not only
brings words to the forefront
not typically developed in
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music, but the album is flying
off the shelfat record amounts.

Evidently, Foster has
tapped into words that bring
controversial topics to the
forefront while providing a
dance experience thatdoesn’t
stop until the very end of the
album. Marketed by the group
itself, Foster has tapped into a
side of creative structure that
so far no songwriter has even
thought about and the experi-
ence is overwhelming,.

A few bucks later invested
into studio time, Foster has
proven his visibility by pro-
viding a rich-in-layer lyrical
experience — so far.

‘Ides of March’ a suspenseful tale of a politico’s lost innocence W% %

JARED ANGLE
Photo Editor

Arriving just two months
before the start of the 2012
presidential primaries, “The
Ides of March” chronicles the
cutthroat world of political
corruption in a fictional race
between two Democratic
candidates.

Based on Beau Willimon’s
play “Farragut North,”
Ryan Gosling plays the hot-
shot campaign manager
Stephen Meyers, working
for Pennsylvania Gov. Mike
Morris (George Clooney).

Locked in a destructive cycle
of betrayal, Meyers is faced
with the choice of abandoning
his campaign for that of an op-
posing candidate who offers a
lucrative job, or staying loyal
to Morris and his own morals.

After discovering a dirty
secret between Gov. Morris
and a campaign intern,
Meyers is forced to reevaluate
his alliances and finds him-
self giving in to corruption
as he fights to remove every-
body standing in his way. In
the end, Meyers rises in the
campaign job ladder, at the
costof others’ jobs — and lives.

Clooney proves to be atrue
powerhouse as director and
actor. Throughout the course
of the movie, he evolves from
a likeable, charismatic pres-
idential candidate to a cor-
rupt misanthrope tenaciously
holding on to his campaign.
In the role of Meyers, Gosling
epitomizes the concept of
the young politico who los-
es innocence while gaining
experience.

Setting a dark tone on po-
litical campaigns, “The Ides
of March” hits viewers with a
knockout punch that plunges
them in the dizzying world of
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dirty politics. The all-reach-
ing effects of corruption in
the movie are likely to bring
back memories of real-life
scandals like Watergate and
the Monica Lewinski affair.

Combining emotional
character relationships and
constant suspense, “The
Ides of March” bears all the
hallmarks of a drama that
deserves to be viewed many
times. And being one of sever-
al movies filmed in Ann Arbor
this year, it gives Michigan
residents an extra incen-
tive to add it to their movie
collection.









