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‘Occupy Lansing’ draws crowd
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Left, Lansing mayor Virg Bernero addresses the crowd. Right, Anna Sluka speaks about her experiences in New York City.

Jared Angle
Photo Editor

As the “Occupy Wall Street”
movement gains momentum
in cities across the United
States, several politicians
have criticized it, including Boston’s mayor Thomas
Menino, who recently said
“civil disobedience will not be
tolerated in Boston.” Mayor
Virg Bernero of Lansing, however, doesn’t see it that way.
With his father in tow,
Bernero addressed the crowd
of roughly 200 demonstrators on the steps of the Capitol
in Lansing on Saturday,
Oct. 15, eager to show his
support for the grassroots
movement. Describing the
movement as peaceful and
organized, making “Occupy
Lansing” safe and productive
for the protestors, Bernero
said the need for police involvement was minimal.
At a meeting prior to the
protest, police met with
“Occupy Lansing” organizers

to set forth guidelines, which
helped ensure that problems
would not arise. Spurred on
by the open nature of the
demonstration, several protesters representing different causes spoke from the
steps of the Capitol building,
with the crowd echoing their
words for those further back
to hear.
Muskegon native Anna
Kathryn Sluka, 24, was one of
those protestors. After being
arrested twice in New York
City during the “Occupy Wall
Street” demonstrations, she
returned home to help spread
the movement to Michigan,
saying that she is “more dedicated than ever.”
Pointing out a critical
mass of economic disparity
in the United States, Sluka
said that there is room for
every social cause within
the movement.
“I’ve been waiting my
whole life to mobilize for this
cause,” says Sluka, adding
that many others in the crowd

share the sentiment.
Sara Feldman, 31, lives in
Ann Arbor and has been working hard to unite Lansing,
Detroit, and Ann Arbor in
the movement. She was present at an “Occupy Ann Arbor”
event in the University of
Michigan Diag, and has been
working with the movements
in all three cities in the past
few weeks.
Not everyone in the crowd
was in their 20s or 30s, however. Several experienced
protestors were making their
voices heard, including a Gulf
War veteran and a 70-yearold woman who has protested a range of issues over the
years, including racial segregation, the Vietnam War, and
the Afghan War.
Organizers of “Occupy
Lansing” plan to keep the
movement going as long as
possible, including camping
in Reutter Park in downtown
Lansing, and working closely
with other movements both
statewide and nationwide.
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“It’s really important because as we try and struggle
with all the environmental
and technological difficulties facing manufacturers
and cars, the solution is going to come from technology,” Ford said in an interview
with The Washtenaw Voice.
He cited the need for students
to understand the new playing field of innovation – specifically speaking to those students who may be taking part
in WCC’s green technologies
classes offered in the auto
body department’s course
catalog.
“These students who have
a background in working with
the technology are really going to have a leg up,” he said.
“In recent years, concerns
about our shrinking manufacturing base have converged
with another issue, the environment,” Ford added. “There
are concerns about the availability and the affordability
of fuel and the effects of CO2
emissions on our climate.
“And as worries about environment have grown, so
has the demand for environmentally friendly products,
not just in the auto industry.
Smart companies and smart
communities have been racing ahead of this trip to get
green products and green
jobs.”
Michigan, Ford said, is
“uniquely positioned” to lead
this transition to new tech and
new industries. In order to
achieve a stronger manufacturing presence in Michigan,
many of the measures for the
bases survival already exist,
like a close customer base and
access to international trade.

In order to do that, the
state needs a new bridge
across the Detroit River, Ford
said, wading into a controversy that has divided the state’s
legislature and its governor.
“Any high tech supplier should want to be close
to their customers, so they
should build plants and research and development
centers here to be near us,
the consumer,” Ford said.
“Michigan’s location on the
Canadian border is also our
advantage.
“In one day alone, 600
trucks
carrying
components and vehicles over the
Ambassador Bridge, but that
crossing is becoming increasingly congested. Supporting
a new border crossing is in
our and other businesses best
interest.”
And while these initiatives may all be in our grasp,
Ford explained, the question
moving forward is clear: Does
America have what it takes to
compete in manufacturing on
a global scale?
Ford’s answer was a resounding yes, but he cautioned that the solution won’t
be found through the “flag
waving” of buying American.
“I’m really happy with
people who want to buy
American, and I think it’s really great, but if we hang our hat
on it, it’s just a concept dear
to us,” Ford said in response
to a question about the complexities of the Buy American
push. “How we really end up
winning in the marketplace is
if we end delivering top quality, and put the technology in
the vehicles that people think
‘Oh well, that is cool. And that
does resonate with my life.’
“That’s how we win.”
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Although the answer
was not overtly patriotic, Ford’s point is exceedingly valid, according to Larry
Osterly, Executive Director
of the Saline Area Chamber of
Commerce.
“It was interesting to hear
what he had to say about
buying American because it’s
a difficult question to answer,”
Osterly said. “It’s difficult because your local person doing work out of his house
might be buying his goods
for service from China. You
never know.”
Overall, Osterly especially
liked seeing Ford’s thoughts
and strategy put into greater
context.
“I can see why Ford Motors
after the 2008 stress period, have done as well as they
have,” he said. “It’s because
they planned for it. Life is
full of constant change, and
the same can be said about
the manufacturing industry.
You can see it in all these
different pocket areas like
Saline and Ann Arbor. We lost
all these manufacturing
jobs and now they are coming back.”
For Ford, the message is
less about good business, and
much more about what you
can offer the customers. And
what customers want, he said,
is innovation.
“People seem to think that
manufacturing and the automotive sector are a dinosaur industry,” Ford said. “But
that’s changing, and we’re
now less like the Flintstones
and becoming much more
like the Jetsons.”
And his Lions? Well, with
some major innovations and
restructuring, they’re finally
starting to play like Lions.
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WCC automotive students modified a Ford 500 sedan, replacing the original engine with a 590 hp engine from the Ford GT.
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“Starbucks now at Bakuzio’s”
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to a premium provider like
Starbucks speaks volumes to
Bakuzio’s has offered since its the quality of the brews ofWashtenaw inception.
fered before, Course stands
“The shop has been here by her decision, stating that it
since 2006, I believe,” said simply works the best for her
Course, who has managed the clients and stores.
various Student Center build“We’re still keeping our reging food stores since 2008. ular GFS bakery items,” she
“Since then, we have used said, “so we’re not strictly just
either GFS (Gordon Food a Starbucks. That might be an
Services) or a local brewer option for us down the road,
called Becharas Brothers.”
but right now we don’t have
All of the first floor SC any of their pastries or bagels.”
stores continue to use GFS
Just because the forestand Cochran Brothers Bakery green logo is there, Course exfor the different shops’ non- plained, it doesn’t mean that
franchised food items. This in- the store is a fully licensed
cludes items for both Edibles Starbucks – Course’s comand Subway, which are leased, pany has only loosely partcontracted and managed nered with the coffee provider,
by the parent Continental which offers greater freedom
company.
in terms of overall choice
And while the change when picking which items to,

or not to carry.
“This offers us a little more
leeway in the type of products
we can offer and which ones
we can skip over, like a few
of the promotions,” Course
said. “Right now we have the
Pumpkin Latte, which is popular. This helps us tailor our
product to the type of customer and clientele we have.”
Bakuzio’s will even continue to accept and dole out
its customer loyalty cards, despite the crossover in product.
But even with better-tasting coffee, Emiggo admits
that he wishes it wasn’t a
Starbucks.
“To be honest, I’m not
that big of a fan of Starbucks,”
Emiggio said. “But compared
to the old coffee it’s a lot
better.”

he felt came as close to his
practice as he had ever done
outside of practice.
“I think my best piece of
work was my pressure system,” Clink began. “It came
closest to my practice.”
In order to get all of the
way to the international competition, there were a lot
of other competitions that
Clink had to win. First, he had
to place first in Michigan.
After that, the top six went
on to a national competition.
He went to the Fab Tech show
in Atlanta, and then went
with an even smaller group
of only three to Kansas City
in June. Clink credits his victory to the wide range of capabilities of the welding instructors at WCC, as well as
his access to the equipment
he needed.

“Getting a job is no worries,” Clink said. “The faculty
that work in there are in such
a wide range (of disciplines).”
For students who choose
to compete, there is a lot of
rigorous work. Glenn Kay, a
welding instructor, knows
that they push a really hard
training schedule to get the
students to level that they
can compete against people
around the country and the
world. Also, Kay knows that
having the experience in the
competitions and the awards
from them will help students
to get jobs when they leave
WCC.
“We strive for excellence
with our students,” Kay said.
“We usually do really well every year. We’ve been first
place state winners for probably 10 years.”
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Young was the adviser who
went to London with Clink,
has won a lot of awards himself. In fact, in the international competition before this
one, Young, then a student,
returned with the same award
that Clink got this year. After
Young’s victory, WCC hired
him, and he mentored Clink.
“In 2009, I did exactly what
Brad did during the last World
Skills competition,” said
Young, an instructor lab assistant. “When I was to the end
of my competing, he was just
starting. He kind of followed
me along.”
Clink noted that during a
competition, he never does
better than he can in practice.
However, during one competition he created a piece that

down on aggressive motorists.
“People need to educate
people, perhaps put up more
signs,” Popa said. “Be aware
your life is in danger.”
The Washtenaw Biking
and Walking Coalition agrees.
With its dedication to sustainable transportation, the organization has led recent efforts to promote safety for
those who choose not to drive.
Seeing past safety efforts
as problematic, Eric Briggs,
board member of the WBWC,
hopes new regulations will
promote higher recognition
for cross-walks and other
measures amongst motorists
and pedestrians alike.
“In reality, the law was
changed because the previous crosswalk law was basically unenforceable and
crosswalks weren’t serving as
a safe crossing point for many
members of our community,”
Briggs said. “For some of us, it
is possible to wait for a gap in
traffic and dash across a busy
street, but for many residents
that option does not exist.”
The new ordinance, requiring motorists to yield
to pedestrians waiting at or

within designated crosswalks,
has been enforced in cooperation with the Ann Arbor
Police Department starting
Sep. 18 and continuing into
early October. Officers have
targeted specific intersections, spending 10-minute
portions of their shifts patrolling the assigned areas.
Offenders are ticketed.
The WBWC has also continued to work with the city
for better-designed crosswalks and signage to alert
motorists when yielding is
required.
Elizabeth Patten, a special
services officer at the AAPD,
points to the partnership
of the department and the
WBWC as synergy in the fight
for safety.
“The Ann Arbor Police department has been doing a
strategic enforcement campaign,” Patten said. “The police have worked closely with
the Washtenaw Coalition for
Walking and Biking to help
improve the safety of the pedestrians at the crosswalks.
This campaign should result
in 28 hours of dedicated enforcement to crosswalk safety”
The new ordinance seemed
to be widely embraced.

“People should be able to
walk around without having
to worry about being smashed
by a car,” said Liz Wason, 27, a
U-M graduate student from
Milwaukee studying ecology.
“Cars will actually honk at pedestrians. It’s ridiculous.”
An employee at U-M’s
English Language Institute,
Carson Maynard, 33, of Ann
Arbor, looks to heightened pedestrian safety in other cities as a trend he hopes will
continue.
“I still remember going to
Seattle years ago and thinking what a pedestrian-friendly
city it was because cars would
stop for you as opposed to
trying to run through as fast
as they could before you got
there,” Maynard said. “I think
it’s a nice model to aim for.”
Delighted to hear of the
city’s efforts to protect pedestrians, Wason looks to
enforcement of the law as a
much-needed punishment for
unruly motorists and hopes it
will make it safer to travel by
foot.
“It’s what’s to be expected. Don’t be an asshole,”
Wason said. “We need to create a culture of pedestrian
empowerment.”
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Two U-M students cross South State Street, about 50 feet from the nearest crosswalk.
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Baseball coach seeks chance A girl’s first time:
at next level for his players
Witnessing history from the press box

Anna Fuqua-Smith
Staff Writer

Thanks to their baseball
coach, Washtenaw Community
College student athletes Chris
King and Lenny Penn are
starting to believe in second
chances.
King, 20, left high school
with ambitions to play college
ball. After being recruited by
Concordia University he was
redshirted because of an injury.
He tore all of the ligaments in
his ankle playing basketball.
A physical therapy major
from Grand Ledge, King left
Concordia and came to WCC to
start over. After his own physical therapy sessions and a lot
of work on his ankle, he joined
the Club Sports baseball team
to do what he loves – play ball.
And just eight games into
his career at WCC, King has
proven to coach Brian Moeglin
that he has the skills to play at
another level, even with his
injuries.
“Chris came to tryouts and
couldn’t run because of his ankle. Immediately, I thought, ‘Oh
boy, what do we do with him?’”
Moeglin said. “He’s worked on
his ankle and gotten it better.”
Originally, Moeglin played
King at third base and was able
to quickly realize that he was
“smooth with his hands.” He
also brought King in to pitch in
four of the eight games.
“I think at the next level,

either Division II or III, his future is with pitching,” Moeglin
said. “He does have a good arm
and throws the ball hard. And
he’s very smart on the mound.”
Like many at WCC, King
sees his experience here as a
lucky second chance.
“If he were to contact
schools and get me a scholarship, it would mean a lot to me

and it’s what separates him from
traditional athletes,” Moeglin
said. “He is not egotistical.”
For Penn, 29, of Ypsilanti,
life intervened after he spent
a year playing ball for Henry
Ford Community College. Penn
admits that he was young and
dumb when he left HFCC.
After starting a family and
having three children, Penn re-

CHRIS KING

LENNY PENN

to get recruited again,” King
said of his coach. “He’s going
the extra mile contacting these
other colleges for me, and he
doesn’t have to do that.”
Moeglin has sent out information on King to more than
10 schools, and is hopeful that
King can be looked at as a possible recruit as soon as next
spring.
“Chris is a quality individual,

turned to school full-time this
semester at WCC, majoring in
culinary arts.
Even though Penn has used
one year of eligibility, he looks
at the opportunity to play college ball as a much needed doover and a chance to be a great
example to his children.
“I thought I was too old
to keep playing,” Penn said.
“(Coach Moeglin) really lets me

know that he believes in me and
see’s something. I think he’s
giving me a second chance to
resurrect my baseball career.”
Moeglin has also sent out
information on Penn – who
plays center field for WCC –
to more than a dozen schools,
hoping to find him an opportunity to play wherever he can.
“I think he has Division
I-caliber potential. I just think
he’s been out of the loop for so
long and his name is not fresh
on college coaches’ minds,”
Penn said. “Recruiting starts
in high school and Lenny is not
straight out of high school.”
Penn proved to be so capable so quickly that he was
named team captain by the
second week of the season.
“Lenny is one of those guys
that is at practice first and the
last one to leave. He can run,
throw and hit the ball. His
knowledge is what sets him
apart,” Moeglin said. “He’s just
baseball smart.”
And while the fall season is
virtually over for baseball, the
coach pledges to keep talking
to several more colleges to find
opportunities for his two key
players.
“There’s a stigma that
comes with being on a club
team,” Moeglin said. “Our
team, the difference is we have
a few that are ready for the next
level.
“And I will do anything in
my power to get them there.”

Michigan at mid-season:
New faces, same old story
Matt Durr
Editor

For the second straight season the University of Michigan
entered its rivalry game (yes,
it is a rivalry game Wolverines
fans) against Michigan State as
an undefeated, highly ranked
team. And for the second
straight season MSU exposed
the deficiencies in the U-M
lineup.
With Michigan coming off
a bye week, we break down the
team at the unofficial halfway
point of the year, and hand out
some mid-term grades:

QB: C
Denard Robinson has been
the best runner on the team
and has shown the ability to
take over a game with his legs.
Unfortunately, quarterbacks
are supposed to use their
arms to win and Robinson
has shown he has no ability
to throw the ball accurately.
Devin Gardner has had limited
time running the offense and
has also been up and down. If
Robinson cannot figure out a
way to be more efficient passing the ball, U-M will continue
to struggle.
RB: BUsing a running back by
committee, the Wolverines’
backs have not been used as
much as advertised going into
the season. Part of that is because of Robinson’s ability to
run, but when given a chance,
Fitz Touissant, Vincent Smith
and Mike Shaw have been

effective, averaging more than
5 yards a carry each. Heading
into the thick of the Big Ten
schedule, the running game
will be an essential element
to have going against some of
the stronger teams.

WR: B
While the passing game
has struggled, the receivers
have done their jobs well. The
problem has been Robinson’s
ability to get them the ball.
Learning a new system of
routes and a new passing tree
has been difficult, but Junior
Hemmingway, Roy Roundtree
and Jeremy Gallon have made
plays when given the chance.
Problem is, those chances have
been few and far between.
OL: B
Trying to block for a player
like Robinson has to be a difficult job. It’s impossible to
predict which way he is going to cut back or escape the
pocket to. That said, Robinson
has not faced much pressure
unless opponents decide to
blitz, which no offensive line
can continually stop. The run
game has not set the world on
fire, but for a line being asked
to switch to a brand new blocking scheme, they’ve held up
their end of the deal.
DL: B
On paper it looks like this
team is one of the toughest
defenses in the country with
the No. 9-ranked defense
in points allowed per game.
However, stats can be misleading. Opponents have been able
to run on Michigan and there

has been a lack of pressure on
opposing quarterbacks. When
the line has faced pressure, it
has forced turnovers, which is
its saving grace.

LB: C
An inability to effectively
stop the run hurts this group.
Linebackers by design are
supposed to step up and make
plays on the run, and too many
times this year this corps has
failed to do so. This group has
been able to force turnovers at
critical times, but when playing against tougher opponents
like Notre Dame and MSU, the
holes in this group are as wide
as the running lanes they don’t
fill.
DB: B
I wanted to say this group
was a C+ secondary, but when
you consider how many tackles this unit has, it’s hard to
say it hasn’t been important.
Many times Jordan Kovacs
has made touchdown-saving
plays in the secondary after
the men up front failed to
make a play. Opponents are
able to pass against the maize
and blue seemingly at will,
but unlike the past few seasons, the secondary has limited the big play. Kovacs and
Thomas Gordon have been the
standouts.
Special Teams: D
There is still not much of a
kicking game to speak of. After
basically having no options to
kick field goals last year, this
year has seen a slight improvement with the team making
four out of the six attempts so

far. Punter Will Hagrup was
suspended for the first four
games of the season forcing
freshman Matt Wile to punt
early on. Kick coverage has
been shaky at best, and the
return game has yielded very
little, with the team’s longest
return gaining only 25 yards.
Coaches: B
With a brand new regime in
place from head coach down
to both coordinators, Brady
Hoke and staff have been
tasked with implementing a
new system while trying to
use the talents of the players
already on the roster. Clearly
the defense is improved in the
sense of forcing more turnovers and having limited the
big plays against them. The offense has looked great at times
and has struggled against some
less-than-equal opponents.

Anna FuquaSmith
Staff Writer

I’ve never been
in a press box.
Wait! Let
me rephrase
that. I’ve never been to Spartan
Stadium – let alone in a press
box.
It wasn’t until nearly two
years ago that I even started
taking a liking to Michigan
football. I didn’t grow up in a
household centered on football
like some girls around here do.
I grew up playing football – and
very badly, I must say. I was the
“tomboy,” but playing backyard
football and understanding it
are two distinctly different
things.
On Saturday mornings, I
would take the day off of work
just to sit with my boyfriend
and watch the game with him.
It was one of the only times
we could bond. He wasn’t very
knowledgeable in things other
than football.
And I never understood it
the fascination. Until last weekend, when I was assigned to
cover the Michigan-Michigan
State football game.
Given this privilege at the
last minute from Matt Durr,
the editor of The Voice, I was
stoked. Nervous, but very
excited.
I left Ann Arbor with more
than enough time to get to East
Lansing and was greeted with
traffic, tailgaters, and frenzied
but not-so-friendly Michigan
State fans. Needless to say, this
was enough to make me want
to turn around and go home.
By kickoff, my patience meter
had flat-lined.
I cover Club Sports at
Washtenaw Community
College – writing about students playing in recreational
leagues. That’s it.
I quickly learned that
watching major college football and writing about it are two
completely different things.
From the press box, the view

of the field and the fans was
absolutely breathtaking. The
sea of green, the pomp and circumstance and the roars of the
crowd were overwhelming.
Sitting down with my computer to take notes, I hear the
guy next to me pound the desk
in the first quarter. I look at
him thinking, “Isn’t there a rule
about no cheering in the press
box?” He kindly looks back at
me and says, “What? I’m rooting for Michigan.”
But that was hardly
the problem. I’m partial to
Michigan too, but I knew better than to express my feelings
openly in such a professional
environment.
Then I looked around to
notice there were all kinds
of cheering going on. Several
reporters and other assorted
media personnel were dressed
in either Michigan State or
Michigan regalia. And I thought
this was supposed to be a neutral, professional and unbiased
zone? That wasn’t the case.
In fact, after one of several
personal fouls in the first quarter, several media personnel
stood up from their seats looking down, eyes agape reacting to
what had just happened. I look
around, intimated, wondering
if how I’m acting is the way to
react. It was sitting there not
doing anything, staying as neutral as possible. I was trying to
do the right thing.
With five minutes left in the
game, the media is let onto the
field. Watching the end of the
28-14 Michigan loss was disappointing, but being in the
middle of it, watching another
chapter of this long and wonderful rivalry unfold is what I
crave in my journey to become
a journalist.
Observing senior Kevin
Pickelman stomp the field
while holding up the Paul
Bunyan Trophy after MSU’s
victory was a reminder why
I’m pursuing this – to witness
history from the front row, like
reporters do.
Without cheering.
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Michigan State head coach Mark Dantonio and Michigan head coach Brady Hoke hug at
midfield after Michigan State prevailed, 28-14, at Spartan Stadium on Oct. 15.

Overall: C
At times this year, Michigan
has appeared to be on its way
back to being a contender in
the Big Ten. But usually those
signs of brilliance have come
against inferior opponents
or when the game is being
handed to them. Against the
three toughest opponents
they’ve faced (ND, MSU and
Northwestern) U-M has
trailed at halftime or late in
the second half and struggled
mightily on both sides of
the ball. With big matchups
against Illinois, Nebraska
and those dreaded Buckeyes
of Ohio State, the Wolverines
have a lot of work to do before
reclaiming their place near the
top of the Big Ten.

CLUB SPORTS CALENDAR
tryouts

practices

location

GAMES

Men’s
Basketball

Nov. 2, 9:30-11 p.m. and Nov. 5,
6:30-8 p.m.

Wednesdays, 9:30-11 p.m. and
Saturdays, 6:30-8 p.m.

Health and Fitness Center

Monday nights, December to March

Women’s
Basketball

Nov. 2, 9:30-11 p.m. and Nov. 5,
6:30-8 p.m.

Wednesdays, 9:30-11 p.m. and
Saturdays, 6:30-8 p.m.

Health and Fitness Center

Thursday nights, December to March

WCC INTRAMURAL SPORTS
registration

league

location

GAME TIME

Dodgeball

Oct. 31-Nov. 4

Nov. 13-Dec. 11

Health and Fitness Center

Co-rec: Sundays

Ping Pong

Nov. 7-15

Nov. 16-17

Student Center

Men’s period: Wednesday
Women’s period: Thursday
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U-M coach Brady Hoke speaks to the media during a press conference.

