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THE PUSH TO LEGALIZE MARIJUANA 
IN MICHIGAN GROWS HIGHER

by MADI TORTORA
Staff Writer

The race to legalize both 
medical and non-medical, 
also known as “personal use,” 
marijuana in Michigan has 
been set at full speed recent-
ly. Several groups, including 
MILegalize and the Michigan 
Cannabis Coalition, have set 
a new standard for petitions 
when it comes to legalization. 

“There has been a gener-
al lack of respect for medical 
marijuana laws across the 
state,” said Jamie Lowell, a 
board member for MILegalize 
and the co-founder of the 
Third Coast Compassion 
Center in Ypsilanti. “There 
is a need to have more clarity 
and a more substantial policy 
that really would help to pro-
tect people and offer another 
clear message that people are 
okay with cannabis being le-
gal and regulated in the state.” 

These petitions state a 
clear approach to the legal-
ization of marijuana and its 
multiple uses. 

The two groups have 
slightly differing approach-
es, but each are representing 
the fight to legalize mari-
juana in Michigan in a way 
that hasn’t necessarily been 
seen before. The MILegalize 
petition brings up the issue 
of hemp, and advocates for 
the possession, cultivation, 
and processing of hemp and 

by IVAN FLORES
Contributor 

The confl icts in Syria and 
Iraq have drawn international 
attention to the plight of ref-
ugees fleeing from the area. 
However, security concerns 
and politics have hindered the 
response from Western coun-
tries to the humanitarian crisis. 

For Muayad Shakir, the is-
sue is personal. He’s 27 years 
old, a Washtenaw Community 
College student and a refugee.

In 2007, he had just graduat-
ed from high school in Baghdad, 
where he was born and raised. 
20,000 American troops were 
deployed to Iraq that year, 
peaking United States mili-
tary strength for the entire war. 
Shakir’s contribution included 
becoming a barber for the G.I.s.

“I’d never cut hair before,” 
Shakir recalled. “I went to 
school to become a barber, but 
it wasn’t helpful.” It took a lot of 
practice, he said, and patience 
from the G.I.s. 

Then he said with a laugh, 
“I remember I cut somebody 
with the clippers because they 
were too sharp. That was my 
fi rst customer.” 

Shakir singled himself out 
by working for the Americans, 
but his family already stood out. 
Shakir’s mother is Shia and his 
father Sunni. His older brother 
was and still is an o�  cer in the 
Iraqi army, and their sister had 
worked with the British. 

Lieutenant Andrew C. 
Gainey, an officer at Joint 
Security Station Loyalty, 
wrote of Shakir, “He has dem-
onstrated courage in placing 
himself at great personal risk 
by cooperating with the United 
States Forces and Iraqi Security 
Forces.” 

Shakir was still working as 
a barber for the Army in 2011 – 
the year the U.S. o�  cially with-
drew from Iraq. Anticipating 

From Iraq to WCC: One 
student refugee’s journey

the end of the war, Shakir had 
contacted the International 
Organization for Immigration 
in 2010 with hopes of getting a 
visa to the U.S. Shakir had been 
followed on a couple of occa-
sions, and feared reprisal from 
terrorists for his involvement 
with the Army. 

The IOM asked him to prove 
that his life was in danger. 
According to the U.S. Citizen 
and Immigration Service’s 
website, a refugee must “dem-
onstrate that they were perse-
cuted or fear persecution due to 
race, religion, nationality, polit-
ical opinion, or membership in 
a particular social group.”

“There’s a war going on,” 
Shakir said, implying the re-
dundancy of the IOM’s request. 

Four years later, the U.S. em-
bassy gave him a visa directly 
linked to his employment with 
the Army, and the IOM provid-
ed a travel loan. But his family 
is still in Iraq and he fears for 
their safety. 

Shakir’s involvement with 
the U.S. military makes his case 
di� erent from that of other ref-
ugees. However, the challenges 
remain similar. 

The United States has infra-
structure to help refugees once 
they’ve been admitted into the 
country. There’s a two-story 
brick building on the Dearborn 
stretch of Michigan Avenue 
that houses one of six fi eld of-
fi ces run by the U.S. Committee 
for Refugees and Immigrants. 
USCRI is a non-profi t organiza-
tion, active since 1911, dedicat-
ed to helping immigrants and 
refugees resettle in the States. 
Since the Dearborn branch 
opened in 2007, more than 
4,200 refugees have been relo-
cated in southeastern Michigan 
by USCRI. 

Zeina Hamade, 23, is the 
community outreach coordi-
nator for the Dearborn o�  ce. 
According to her, 99 percent 
of the refugees they help are 
Iraqi. Of those, 60-65 per-
cent are Chaldean Christians. 
Before the Paris attacks, the of-
fi ce was preparing for “an infl ux 
of Syrian cases.”

The Dearborn branch is 
the largest in the country. It is 
sta� ed by 12 people: nine case 
managers, two job developers, 

Muayad Shakir working with a client at Mirage Unisex Hair Salon on 
Packard Road. GRAY BANCROFT | WASHTENAW VOICE
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SOURCE: CNNproducts made from hemp. 
The Michigan Cannabis 

Coalition discusses, in it’s lan-
guage, the creation of an inde-
pendent board that is staffed 
by experts in the field of agri-
culture and the public in gen-
eral. Both MILegalize and the 
Michigan Cannabis Coalition 
have had a clear stance on the 
taxation of marijuana, which 
will contribute to things like 
education, public safety, roads, 
and transportation. 

“This would be the best, 
most comprehensive, and 
free-market oriented ap-
proach yet,” Lowell said. “So 
our petition is an evolution of 
what has happened before and 
where the consciousness of 
the people is now, and would 
be a trailblazer for states for 
legalization.”

MILegalize believes in put-
ting an end to this investor 
driven model that is so com-
mon in petitions to legalize 
marijuana. This trend, re-
ferred to as “Big Money,” uses 
only a limited number of dis-
tributorships around the state, 
and essentially form oligop-
olies that control the entire 
market. This was one of the 
main reasons voters in Ohio 
rejected legalization, accord-
ing to Lowell. 

Support for legalization 
has grown over the past sev-
eral years, and approximate-
ly 53 percent of Americans 
believe that it should be 

legalized, according to the 
Pew Research Center. 

 “Americans have rights, 
and these rights are inher-
ent and unalienable,” said 
Chuck Ream, member of 
MILegalize’s board of direc-
tors. “Your relationship with 

nature is an unalienable right.”
There are still groups 

in each state that advocate 
against the legalization of 
personal use marijuana. 
Michigan’s attorney general 
Bill Schuette has made com-
ments about his stance on 

legalization in multiple inter-
views, and stands by his ideals.

“We should not go down 
this road of legalizing drugs,” 
Schuette said to Lansing 
Television station WILX a few 
years ago. “It exposes young 
kids, children, to even more 

potent drug use, and I think 
that’s not good for them in 
the future.”  Many opposers 
of the legalization of canna-
bis become potentially worried, 
because legalization may make 

TAYLOR MABELITINI | WASHTENAW VOICE

Sheri�  Jerry Clayton speaks to the board of trustees as they talk 
about the possibility of having o� icers on campus. GRAY BANCROFT | 
WASHTENAW VOICE

Conversations continue regarding 
enhancement of campus safety
by TAYLOR ROBINSON
Editor

At the Nov. 17 Washtenaw 
Community College board of 
trustees retreat, the main topic 
of discussion was the possibil-
ity of integrating armed police 
o�  cers on campus to increase 
campus security and safety – 
particularly as a result of the 
staggering number of mass 
shootings across the United 
States. 

“Do we have a safe campus 
here? Yes. Is there a problem 
here yet? No. Am I concerned 
that it could happen since it’s 
happened at other campuses? 
Yes,” stated WCC President 
Rose Bellanca at the beginning 
of the dialogue. “As a president, 
I need to bring that to your at-
tention. That is the rationale 
behind this presentation. We’re 
really happy people here, every-
thing is great, but are we ready 
for anything that could occur? 
I’m not sure that we are.”

After researching multi-
ple options including hiring 

on-campus Student Resource 
O�  cers, instating an on-cam-
pus police department, work-
ing with a private company, 
or keeping security as it is 
currently, the board invited 
Washtenaw County Sheriff 
Jerry Clayton and Commander 
Marlene Radzik to speak with 
the board at the Dec. 8 meeting 
for further guidance. 

In addition, the conversa-
tion continues because of the 
upcoming expiration of the 
current contract in place with 
the Sheri� ’s Department. The 
expiration is set for the end of 
December and the board fac-
es the decision of whether or 
not to renew the multi-year 
contract. 

Some of the questions ad-
dressed issues ranging from 
how the implementation of 
multiple SRO’s would affect 
the sta�  ng and budget of the 
current security team, to how 
police o�  cers would interact 
and engage with a community 
college environment. 

“When I hear people say they 

shouldn’t have police o�  cers 
on campus, I push back real-
ly really strong,” Clayton said. 

“There is tremendous value 
having law enforcement o�  -
cers on campus if we establish 
the appropriate protocols, lines 
of responsibilities, roles, and 
there’s clear communication 
through all of that.”

In addition to the concerns 
about how police o�  cers would 
be integrated on campus, some 
raised questions about the 

“uptick” which could result in 
having a police presence on 
campus. Trustee Dilip Das’ ex-
plained that if the campus were 
to suddenly have police o�  cers 
on campus enforcing things not 
previously enforced, some stu-
dents may end up in the crimi-
nal justice system whereas they 
may not have before. 

“I will say personally, I have 
a concern about that uptick be-
cause we then join that pipe-
line of wrapping more of our 
students into the criminal jus-
tice system where currently we 
have a low level and sudden-
ly a cop comes on full time on 
campus and suddenly there’s 
an uptick in arrests,” Das said. 

“And...more of our students are 
engaged in the criminal justice 
system.”

Clayton responded by say-
ing although incidents may go 
up, arrests wouldn’t necessarily 
do the same and incidents and 
arrests are two di� erent things. 

“There are certain things 
we would have to enforce, but 
I would say that the things we 
have to enforce are things you’d 
want us to enforce anyway,” 
Clayton said. 

Further discussion revealed 
Clayton saying that these are 
details that would need to be 
talked about and decided while 
working in conjunction with 

See REFUGEE, Page A7 See SAFETY, Page A7

See MARIJUANA, Page A7
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COURTESY | SCOTT KELLY OF NASA

BEIJING’S FIRST RED ALERT
A red alert over the smog levels in Beijing was called for 

the fi rst time last week, closing schools, roads, and facto-
ries. The municipal air quality index rated “hazardous” by 
United States standards – a level at which people should 
not set foot outdoors. In the past, the government hesitated 
to call red alerts despite even more hazardous conditions, 
so many international organizations stated that this was a 
sign of changing attitudes amongst the Beijing authorities, 
according to the New York Times.

TRUMP CALLS FOR BAN ON MUSLIM 
TRAVEL INTO THE UNITED STATES

In a  recent campaign press release, Republican presiden-
tial candidate Donald Trump called for a ban on all Muslim 
travel into the U.S. The ban was suggested to be in place 

“until our country’s representatives can fi gure out what is 
going on,” according to the press release. Many of Trump’s 
prospective voters have taken to social media to stand be-
hind this recent proposal.

HIDDEN PORTRAIT DISCOVERED 
UNDERNEATH MONA LISA

French scientist Pascal Cotte discovers a hidden portrait 
underneath the infamous DaVinci piece, the Mona Lisa. His 
digital reconstruction of this hidden portrait shows a woman 
who looks quite similar to the “Mona Lisa,” however, she 
doesn’t have her well known characteristics. According to 
BBC, some art historians are calling for the renaming of the 

“Mona Lisa,” considering it would nullify the common belief 
that it is a portrait of Lisa Gherardini, a merchant’s wife.

NEWS AROUND THE WORLD
FIRST TEST TUBE PUPPIES ARE BORN

The fi rst successful attempt to create puppies through 
in vitro fertilization came to fruition in July with the birth 
of seven “test tube” puppies – fi ve of which were pure bea-
gles and two of which were beagle-cocker spaniel mixes. 
The struggle to successfully perform a canine in vitro fer-
tilization had been happening since the mid-1970s.  Now, 
the pups are fi ve months old and healthy, researchers say.

CLIMATE CONFERENCE HELD IN PARIS

Increased urgency and optimism has been marked at this 
year’s Climate Conference in Paris. More than 180 nations 
submitted plans explaining how they would address climate 
change in their own countries in the lead up to Paris, accord-
ing to TIME. However, disagreements over key issues still 
remain, including questions about gathering the funds for 
the $100 billion aid promised to developing nations for cli-
mate change initiatives.

AN N U AL HOLIDAY CHORAL 
CON CERT 

On Dec. 17, Ypsilanti Community Choir 
holds its Holiday Choral Concert, “Beauti-
ful December,” at the Towsley Auditorium. 
Hosted by WEMU’s Linda Yohn, the show 
will include special guests Four Old Men 
and a Babe, a brass quintet, as well as the 
BDQ Brass Jazz Quintet before the show and 
during intermission. The show begins at 7:30 
p.m. and admission is free.  

WCCB CONCERT

On Dec. 15, the Washtenaw Community 
Concert Band holds its concert, “Holiday 
Portraits.” Starting at 7:30 p.m., the show 
will include the sounds of Tchaikovsky, Sousa, 
James Curnow, Leroy Anderson, and many tra-
ditions paint a musical portrait of the season, 
including a holiday sing-along.  Tickets and 
parking are free.

HURON RIVER REVIEW

Issue 15 of the Huron River Review will be 
published in the spring of 2016 and the deadline 
for submissions is Jan. 31, 2016. WCC students, 
faculty and sta�  are encouraged to submit po-
etry, fi ction, nonfi ction, artwork and photogra-
phy for the publication. Those interested can 
send their work to hrr@wccnet.edu

WCC’S MARDI GRAS

Volunteers are needed for the annual Mardi 
Gras Fundraiser hosted by the WCC foundation. 
The Mardi Gras event raises funds for student 
scholarships. On Saturday, Feb. 6, those who 
volunteer are needed for the 4 or more hours 
for the event. All volunteers will be invited to an 
exclusive appreciation event on Friday, Feb. 12. 

BLOOD DRIVE

On Monday, Dec. 14, from 10 a.m.-3:45 p.m. 
a blood drive is hosted in ML 101. Those who 
participate will be entered into a drawing for a 
bookstore credit and will receive a free t-shirt. 
Sign-up at redcrossblood.org, and use sponsor 
code WCC 13. 

WINTER SPORTS TRY-OUTS

Sign up today in SC 116 or call: 734-973-
3720 for all the sports coming up in the winter 
semester.

Dance – Jan. 11 and 14
Hockey – Jan. 6 and 11
Womens’ basketball – Jan. 12 and 14
Mens’ basketball – Jan. 11 and 13
Women’s Volleyball – Open gym, Jan. 13 and 14
Men’s Volleyball – Open gym, Jan. 13 and 14

-Sofi a Lynch

IN BRIEFSECURITY NOTES 
Nov. 19-Dec. 10

Information from incident reports provided to The Voice by Campus Safety and Security 
Director Jacques Desrosiers

VANDALISM
On Dec. 2, a case of vandalism was reported in the LA building. The vandalism occurred 

on a bathroom stall door and included an exchange of messages. The custodial department 
was notifi ed.

LARCENY
On Dec. 3, between 7 a.m.-4:30 p.m. it was noted that a mouse and keyboard were miss-

ing from a Macintosh computer that belonged to the school, in the computer commons of the 
GM building. 

WEAPONS LAW VIOLATION
On Dec. 3, students saw what they thought to be a hand gun in a students possession be-

tween 6 p.m.-7:25 p.m. in the GM building. The student admitted it was a hand gun and col-
lege sanctions were taken against him.

HIT AND RUN
On Dec. 4, between 9 a.m.-1 p.m. a 2006 Chrysler Pacifi ca was discovered by the owner 

to be damaged on the passenger side tail light lens. Whoever damaged the car left a note for 
the owner. The incident occurred in the lot in front of the OE building.

Campus Safety Tips
General Safety Guidelines

• Stay alert and be aware of your surroundings
• Avoid isolated areas
• Try to avoid walking alone at night. Walk with friends when possible
• Call Campus Safety (734) 973-3411 or 3411 from one of college house phones for an escort 

if needed
• Notify Campus Safety immediately of suspicious or criminal activity
• If an emergency arises – a serious health issue, a crime, or any situation in which you feel 

endangered, contact Campus Safety. There are phones located in all buildings across cam-
pus, as well as in several key areas outside

• TRUST YOUR INSTINCTS. If you feel uncomfortable in a situation, leave 

If you have a question or concern for Campus Safety & Security, please call 734-973-3411 
(or extension 3411, if on campus) or email us at campussafety@wccnet.edu.

THINGS YOU MISSED 4 AT THE DEC. 8 BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
 

TALIBAN ATTACKS IN KANDAHAR
On Dec. 8, Kandahar Airfi eld, a major American mili-

tary and intelligence operations base in Afghanistan, was 
attacked by Taliban suicide bombers. This was the third in-
surgent attack of the day in Kabul. Another 50 were killed 
in a Taliban attack at a market bazaar and a school near 
Kandahar airport, according to CNN.

-Sofi a Lynch
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by TAYLOR ROBINSON
Editor

1. WCCEA PRESIDENT MARYAM BARRIE AD-
DRESSES BOARD OF TRUSTEES AT MONTHLY 
MEETING

The December board meeting began as any other with a 
speech by Maryam Barrie, Washtenaw Community College’s 
Education Association president. She included that she has 
obtained the information regarding the full-time faculty who 
were contacted by the Higher Learning Commission about com-
pliance with qualifications to go into effect September 2017. 
However, she did say she has “yet to hear anything about the 
‘qualified’ status of the 107 adjunct faculty currently teaching 
for WCC, or about what measures the college will be willing 
to provide these important long-term faculty in terms of fi-
nancial resources or release time should they need to go back 
to school to continue teaching what they have been teaching.”

She shared her concerns regarding November’s security 
survey and the “inherent bias and slant of the survey.” She said 
she’s not the only one who thought the intention of the survey 
was to justify a move to an armed presence on campus. Barrie 
expressed that at last month’s board of trustee meeting, people 
raised concerns over there not being enough faculty input on 
this issue and that “one brief survey is not the same as having 
honest and thoughtful campus-wide discourse.”

Lastly, Barrie discussed her concern of the steady decline of 
shared governance between the WCC faculty and  administra-
tion throughout the last four years. “One of the few remnants 
of that still in place was the courtesy of asking the WCCEA 
leadership to appoint faculty to committees,” Barrie said dur-
ing her speech. She reminded the board that the college is to 
submit a report from the college to the HLC to show how the 
administration has improved communication with its faculty. 

“I think it would serve this college as a whole for this adminis-
tration to include more faculty in committees and in campus-
wide conversations,” Barrie said. “If it affects students, it affects 
faculty. If we are part of the conversation from the beginning, 
there will be more buy-in campus wide and we will be able to 
work together in better ways.” Barrie concluded her speech 
with wishing everyone an enjoyable holiday season. 

2. PRESENTATION OF WCC’S INVOLVEMENT 
THROUGHOUT YPSILANTI

Linda Blakey, WCC’s vice president of student and academ-
ic services, along with her team, presented WCC’s impact on the 
Ypsilanti community. They focused on college awareness, college 
preparedness and college attendance and “making every e� ort to 
help learners in our community achieve success.” WCC’s Community 
Development Manager Anthony Williamson also spoke to the board 
about the partnerships with WCC at Parkridge Community Center 
and Harriet Street Extension Center. Through these partnerships, 
children, adults and seniors benefi t from the various opportuni-
ties – ranging from after school programs, to helping adults obtain a 
GED to providing exercise classes to seniors. The YouthBuild Grant, 
which is a three-year Department of Labor Grant awarded earlier 
this year, is a program for non-high school graduates aged 16-24 
who meet one of the following criteria: low income, foster youth, 
incarcerated youth/child of incarcerated parent, or academic defi -
ciencies. The expected outcome, according to the presentation, is 
that students can earn a GED or placed in college enrollment, ap-
prenticeship, job, or military. WCC o� ers multiple options for com-
munity outreach including program orientation sessions at local 
high schools, COMPASS preparation sessions, college application 
workshops, College Decision Day, and regular visits.    

3. BOARD OF TRUSTEES APPROVE NEW POLICY 
8080 SEXUAL MISCONDUCT 

Throughout the last few board meetings, a continued topic of dis-
cussion has been the replacement of Board of Trustee Policy 5080 

- Sexual Harassment with an expanded version, Policy 8080 - Sexual 
Misconduct. According to the board’s agenda the policy includes 
that, “Previously, the focus for institutions was on the prohibition 
of sexual harassment; however, it is now expected that institutions 
expand their prohibition to all forms of sexual misconduct. Sexual 
misconduct is an umbrella term that covers sexual assault, dating/
domestic violence, stalking, sexual harassment same-sex sexual 
misconduct, and gender-expression-based sexual misconduct.” 

Trustee Dilip Das asked how the college’s policy compares with 
those at peer colleges. The response included reaching out to not only 
other colleges, but also the Association of Title IX Administrators, 
Violence Against Women’s Act, and others.

4. 2015 EMERITUS STAFF STATUS RECIPIENTS 

Each year, retired instructors are selected for emeritus status, 
which entitles them to certain privileges o� ered by the college. 
This year, the board granted 10 instructors emeritus status to the 
following: Raymond Everett with 18 years of service, Leslie Gibson 
with 17 years of service, Richard Westcott with 30 years of service, 
Gayle Waldrup with 26 years of service, Linda King with 17 years of 
service, Ronald Miller with 27 years of service, Joseph Stacy with 
34 years of service, Janet Hawkins with 41 years of service, Mark 
Batell with 31 years of service and Randy LaHote with 23 years of 
service. These 10 instructors have dedicated a collective 264 years 
of service to the educating of individuals who have walked through 
the doors of Washtenaw Community College.

Anthony Williamson, WCC’s community development manager, who 
works with Parkridge Community Center and the Harriet Street 
Extension Center spoke to the board at the recent meeting. GRAY 
BANCROFT | WASHTENAW VOICE
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 Changing the classroom dynamic via trigger warnings 

EDITORIAL

Remember, in elementary 
or maybe even middle school, 
when teachers had to warn 
parents before their chil-
dren were shown what they 
considered “graphic” media 
in the classroom? A “trigger 
warning” is a similar way that 
many college professors get 
across to their students that 
a potentially harmful, nega-
tive, or triggering topic may 
be discussed and/or shown in 
their classrooms. 

According to the Rape, 

Abuse, and Incest National 
Network, otherwise known as 
RAINN, women 18-24 who are 
enrolled in college are three 
times more likely than wom-
en in general to suffer from 
sexual violence, and only 20 
percent of female student sur-
vivors in the same age range 
report to law enforcement. 

Although it is less acknowl-
edged, college-aged men are 
also at a high risk for sexual 
violence. Also according to 
R AINN, male college aged 
students are 78 percent more 
likely than non-students to be 
a victim of rape or sexual as-
sault. So with these statistics 
about college-aged students, 
where does this idea of “trig-
ger warnings” have an affect?

A student who has expe-
rienced sexual violence is 
more likely to experience 

post-traumatic stress disor-
der and depression, and is also 
more likely to abuse drugs and 
alcohol. Pairing this with the 
fact that many victims have not 
reported to law enforcement 
and have not had any sense of 
relief or justice, it becomes eas-
ier and easier for them to grow 
into volatile people. 

Trigger warnings provide 
students with the comfort 
that their teacher can and 
will warn them when some-
thing potentially triggering 
can arise in their curricu-
lum. In a classroom envi-
ronment, it is helpful to use 
trigger warnings not only for 
students, but for teachers as 
well. Because of many of the 
mental issues that come with 
being a victim of sexual vi-
olence, PTSD being one of 
them, triggering images and 

topics of conversation can be 
harmful to a student’s ability 
to learn and focus. 

Continuing to use PTSD as 
an example, a common symp-
tom of it is panic attacks. Panic 
attacks cause labored breath-
ing, dizziness, nausea, and a 
feeling of being disoriented. 
For many people who experi-
ence PTSD, vivid images and 
reminders bring back memo-
ries of major trauma and can 
send people into these panic 
attacks, not allowing them to 
focus. It is potentially coun-
terproductive for teachers to 
not use these trigger warnings, 
because a student who is also a 
victim can easily lose focus and 
become panic-stricken, caus-
ing them to not complete their 
work on time, or even at all. 

Critics of trigger warn-
ings in a school environment 

believe professors are coddling 
students, and the students 
who request trigger warnings 
are essentially infantile and 
incapable of handling “the real 
world.” In contrast, professors 
who believe in trigger warn-
ings and their positive e� ects 
on the student body contin-
ue to put them in their sylla-
buses and vocally announce 
them not only to warn the stu-
dents, but allow them to better 
prepare themselves and po-
tentially better manage their 
reaction.

As a teacher, adding a sim-
ple sentence at the beginning 
of a potentially triggering 
movie, or adding the warning 
at the beginning of a syllabus 
is truly not going to be a mas-
sive change in the good old 
classroom routine. However, 
this small warning may make 

a massive change in the way 
a victim, who may even be 
scared to even attend school, 
may see the classroom envi-
ronment, and could even po-
tentially save a life. Teachers 
are told not to talk about reli-
gion in school because of the 
ability to spark issues in the 
classroom. Why should this 
be looked at any di� erently? 

As Kate Manne, an assis-
tant professor of philosophy 
at Cornell University, states 
in her essay for the New York 
Times, “There is no formu-
la for this, just as there is no 
formula for designing classes, 
for successful teaching and 
meaningful communication 
with students. As teachers, 
we use our judgment and ex-
perience to guide our words 
and actions in the entire act 
of teaching.”

 Playground tactics over Planned Parenthood 

With President Barack 
Obama’s second term near-
ing its end, he is in a race 
against the clock to enact all 
the changes he foresaw in his 
presidency. With many issues 
already vying for the presi-
dent’s attention all at once, the 
recent bill that was passed to 
defund Planned Parenthood 
and repeal the A� ordable Care 
Act doesn’t quite make much 
sense.

After many pushes from 
the Republican party to make 
this happen in the past, the 
bill squeaked its way through 
the Senate with the help of a 
special tool, a “budget recon-
ciliation.” This tool allows the 

measure to clear the Senate 
with just 51 votes instead of the 
60 votes typically required, ac-
cording to CNN.

These two issues confront-
ed through this bill are very 
crucial to the Republican par-
ty. So, with a passing of such a 
controversial bill, Republicans 
catapulted the issues they want 
to see changed into the public 
eye right before a major elec-
tion. The method they used to 
get it there, however, was less 
than couth. Essentially, the 
Republicans of the Senate just 
said, “Na-na, na-na, boo-boo,” 
to President Obama and his 
presidency thus far. With ev-
ery issue that lies at our coun-
try’s doorstep, you would think 
there are better things our leg-
islation could be doing.

These playground tactics 
are one of the least upsetting 
pieces about this bill passing, 
however. What is upsetting is 
that a ludicrous piece of legis-
lation on defunding Planned 
Parenthood should be even a 

blip on the radar of our nation’s 
leader at this time. Not only are 
there bigger fi sh to fry, but the 
idea of even defunding Planned 
Parenthood stems solely from 
a common misconception that 
it is an abortion clinic.

Abortion services repre-
sent 3 percent of what is of-
fered at Planned Parenthood. 
Last year, they provided near-
ly 500,000 breast exams and 
nearly 400,000 Pap tests, ac-
cording to Karen Shea, the 
director of medical stan-
dards at Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America, quot-
ed by Forbes. They adminis-
tered tests and treatments for 
sexually transmitted infec-
tions and o� ered educational 
programs to prevent things 
like STI’s and unintended 
pregnancies.

 Even if Planned Parenthood 
didn’t o� er much more than 
abortions and contraception, 
a room full of men should not 
get to make the call on what a 
woman can do with her body. 

That, however, is entirely its 
own battle.

Planned Parenthood fi rst 
and foremost serves as an edu-
cator and health provider. The 
name itself represents exactly 
the importance of this organi-
zation: it o� ers help with plan-
ning parenthood. Why should 
there be anything wrong with 
an organization that wants to 
help make sure children are 
conceived to parents that want 
them and are prepared to care 
for them? 

Maybe instead of being so 
caught up on the idea of mak-
ing sure every conceived life 
comes to fruition, more e� orts 
should be focused on those 
lives that did come to be, but 
in poor circumstances, like 
all the children in foster care 
or all the families below the 
poverty line. Or maybe, just 
maybe, we should focus on the 
issues that actually need fi xing, 
rather than taking an axe to 
issues that have already been 
addressed.

America, let’s discard the Trump card

“You know, it doesn’t really matter what 
(the media) write as long as you’ve got a 
young and beautiful piece of ass,”

 -Donald Trump, 2016 presidential candidate

WARNING: If you have 
not already been made aware, 
every day Donald Trump be-
comes more popular in the 
public polls and gets one step 
closer to obtaining the presi-
dency he so desperately wants. 
As a news outlet, we did not 

want to give his name even 
that extra bit of publicity, but 
the stakes are getting higher 
and the primaries are getting 
closer – we feel responsible 
to alert our readers that this 
man may actually have a shot 
at becoming our nation’s 

president.
In the beginning, his cam-

paign seemed as though it was 
just a sick joke – something that 
the stable-minded citizens of 
America would let die out in a 
matter of weeks like any other 
fad. Now as he climbs to the top 
of the GOP polls, he’s getting a 
little too close to the oval o�  ce, 
for comfort. 

Watching Trump make a 
fool of himself at rallies with 
his ludicrous initiatives and 
racist ideals was a source of 
entertainment for many for 
some time. However, now 
that he has been given the 
platform to spew such psy-
chobabble, others are com-
ing out from the woodwork 
to say they support his bold 
statements and (essentially) 
his bigotry. 

With his most recent pro-
posal, to ban all Muslim travel 
to the U.S., he outraged half the 
country, possibly even half of 
the world. His supporters, how-
ever, were set free by Trump’s 

proposal to fully indulge in 
their own racism and hopes for 
segregation. And let us not for-
get that this is not his fi rst call 
to action that alienated entire 
populations of Americans and 
non-Americans alike. Trump 
kicked o�  his campaign with 
the idea of blocking people 
from crossing the Mexican 
border and having a wall con-
structed between our country 
and theirs, while also saying 
they were the ones who were 
expected to pay for it. 

So if Trump’s answer to 
any of his perceived problem 

– which thus far have been hu-
man beings having equal rights 

– is to just completely block out 
every “problem starter,” how 
will he ever achieve anything 
beyond alienating some peo-
ple and outraging others? If 
we just ban every type of per-
son that Trump dislikes or dis-
agrees with, who will be left in 
this country?

And what of issues like 
climate change or gun laws? 

These are things we cannot 
just ban, or lock away behind 
a wall to pretend they don’t 
exist. There are thousands 
of reasons why you should 
not want Donald Trump 
to be this country’s presi-
dent, but take his efforts of 

“problem solving” as a prime 
example. 

Despite the fears of his 
campaign gaining momen-
tum, his adversaries still 
are very present and very 
vocal – even within his own 
party. Many Republicans 
have spoken out against 
him and feel he misrepre-
sents their party. Also, for as 
much segregation as Trump 
calls for, there is irony in the 
ways that he brings people 
together. 

People have been com-
ing together to unite in the 
name of escaping Trump’s 
reign; petitions have been 
popping up left and right to 
give Trump a taste of his own 
medicine and ban him. In the 

UK, a petition has already col-
lected around half a million 
signatures to ban Trump 
from the country. 

What is sad is that this 
attempt to send a message 
to Trump has only acquired 
more support following these 
bans. So no matter how much 
you try to convince yourself 
that Trump’s campaign will 
fizzle out, it doesn’t look 
like it is happening anytime 
soon. The more his opposi-
tion grows, the stronger his 
support becomes. 

We’re begging you, don’t 
sit back and think his popu-
larity will run its course; we 
edge uncomfortably close to 
the primaries with every day 

– starting as early as Feb. 1.  So 
if you don’t want a maniacal 
billionaire to hold the fate 
of your country in his hands, 
speak out, before it’s too late. 
We want to make America 
great again, and electing 
Donald Trump is not the way 
to do it. 

MADI TORTORA
madisontortora3@gmail.com

SOFIA LYNCH
snlynch@wccnet.edu
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LETTERS FROM READERS

The young and the restlessly healthy: 
Why health insurance open enrollment 
matters for Michiganders

A NN A RBOR, Mich. – 
Nov. 1, 2015 marked the be-
ginning of Open Enrollment 
into health insurance on the 
new online Health Insurance 
Marketplace under President 
Obama’s Patient Protection and 
A� ordable Care Act (ACA), also 
known as Obamacare. 

As young adults, it is easy to 
be lulled into a false sense of se-
curity in terms of health.  Young 
and healthy, you feel invincible 
and immune to all the health 
problems that older people 
complain about.  However, the 
truth of the matter is that adults 
ages 18 to 34 are susceptible to 
catastrophic accidents from ac-
tivities such as sports and car 
accidents.  Without adequate 
health insurance, this can lead 
to signifi cant fi nancial burden 
and possible medical bankrupt-
cy from signifi cantly high medi-
cal costs.  

The ACA provides a great op-
portunity for young adults to 
obtain necessary and a� ordable 
health coverage to safeguard 
against these catastroph-
ic, unpredictable events.  You 
can choose from dozens of 
plans at four price points on 
the online Health Insurance 
Marketplace.   Depending on 
your income, you can qualify 
for fi nancial assistance that can 

help reduce the cost of your cho-
sen health insurance plan. The 
lower your income, the more as-
sistance you receive. For those 
under 26, you can still be cov-
ered under their parents’ health 
plans. Lots of free local help is 
available you enroll and  un-
derstand the differences be-
tween plans. Visit http://www.
healthcarecounts.org to see a 
list of local organizations that 
can help, including some right 
near campus.

It also pays to have health 
insurance. Since everyone is 
required to have health insur-
ance, those who do not will be 
fi ned. The fi ne is calculated to 
be either 2.5 percent  of your 
income, or $695, whichever is 
higher. 

No one - young, old, rich, or 
poor - should be hindered from 
living their healthiest life due to 
fear of getting sick.  Similarly, 
no one should be barred from 
continuing to live their life due 
to high medical costs and medi-
cal debt.

Get covered today. Open en-
rollment will continue until Jan. 
31, 2016.  

For more information, visit 
www.healthcare.gov.  For a list 
of local enrollment help, visit 
http://www.healthcarecounts.
org/.

Washtenaw Health Plan/
Healthcare Counts

The Washtenaw Health Plan 
works directly with people 
to assess their eligibility for 
health coverage and to se-
cure coverage. Walk in for 
help Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Spanish-
speaking and Arabic-speaking 
sta�  members available. WHP 
is located the Washtenaw 
County Human Services 
building at 555 Towner Street, 
Ypsilanti. 
web:  healthcarecounts.org
phone:  734-544-3030

Washtenaw Health Initiative

The Washtenaw Health 
Initiative is a voluntary, county-
wide collaboration focused on 
how to improve access to co-
ordinated care for the low-in-
come, uninsured and Medicaid 
populations. The effort in-
cludes representatives from 
the U-M Health System, Saint 
Joseph’s Mercy Health System, 
VA Ann Arbor Healthcare 
System, county government 
and community services. More 
than 70 organizations and 170 
individuals participate.
web:  washtenawhealthinitia-
tive.org/
phone:  734-998-7567

interviews and photos by colin macdougall, contributorThe 

How did you fi nd out the truth about Santa Claus?

“I was about 10 years old. I remember my cousin and 
mIwatching a Santa Claus movie or some other holiday 
movie and what ended up happening was he said ‘OK, Santa 
Claus is not real’ like he got fed up with the movie so he kept 
saying, ‘Santa Claus doesn’t exist.’ I’m like ‘I don’t know 
what you’re talking about. Santa comes down my chimney.’ 
I was kinda’ shocked. It was bittersweet, because I knew 
someone had a hand in the whole situation.”

John Harrison, 20, Ypsilanti, accounting

“I pretty much found out in third grade. There was like 
a group of kids who said that Santa Claus is not real and a 
group that said he was real. I was a part of the group that 
said he was real. The kids who were saying he was not real 
were all the bad and edgy kids. Then we found out the 
truth and all the good kids were wrong…Which kind of 
hurt, but for my parents’ sake I still said Santa Claus was 
real because I knew I would get more presents.”

Roderick Comer, 22, Ypsilanti, business management

“I was probably like seven and I wandered into my grand-
parents room and saw that they had presents addressed From: 
Santa, To: Liz and I was like ‘Huh, that’s a little disappointing,’ 
but in the long run, I think it was better. I don’t plan on telling 
my kids about Santa Claus because I don’t think it’s necessary 
now, it’s a way to make your kids behave.”

Liz Thon, 23, Bay City, biology/zoology 

“I was about 10 when I found out. It didn’t bug me, but it 
didn’t make me happy. It was kind of like an ‘Oh, I kind of fi g-
ured’ thing.” 

Logan Astrup,17, Ann Arbor, photography

“No one fl at out told me. After a certain age, I was kind 
of talking to my mom and she said something like, ‘Yeah I 
bought you that or whatever.’ She didn’t fl at out say it, but 
we both knew it, I’d say I was about 11. The whole concept 
of Santa is not the best because we are lying to our children 
to celebrate a religion.” 

Madison Squires, 17, Ann Arbor, general studies

“First found out about Santa when I was about fi ve, through 
Dr. Seuss’s the “Grinch Stole Christmas… “ I think it’s good for 
children, but as you get older you start to realize Santa really 
is a behavioral model... It gets children to behave good all year, 
so at the end of the year they get a bountiful harvest.”

Tony Woodford, 32, Ann Arbor, graphic design 
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Ghathanfar Al-Kindi, 73, a soft-
spoken part-time Arabic instructor 
at WCC, sits in a small cubicle in the 
part-time faculty commons. When 
asked these questions, Al-Kindi 
shares his thoughtful responses.

Q:  What is your favorite type of mu-
sic and why?

A:  Arabic music and classical music. 
I don’t like noise.

Q: What, in your opinion, is your most 
interesting hobby?

A:  Reading, writing, and sports, es-
pecially soccer (like Real Madrid and 
Barcelona).

Q:  What advice would you give your 
younger self?

A:  Look to the future optimistically, 
because you are going to build the future.

Q:  What questions would you ask your 
older self?

A:  Are you satisfi ed? And my answer 
would be yes.

Q:  If you had a chance to, what famous 
fi gure, living or dead, would you want to 
sit down and have lunch with?

A: Nelson Mandela, because he’s a 
man of peace and reconciliation.

Q: What is your motivation to get 
through the day? What gets you out of 
bed in the morning?

A:  To feel that I’m still alive, still living. 
After leaving my bed, I’d like to do some-
thing other than still sitting.

Q: What is the most rewarding experi-
ence of your life?

A: Respect with the people I know. I 
respect the people I know, and people I 
know respect me.

Q: What is the highest item on your 
bucket list?

A: To make any contribution I am able 
to that makes this world better and better. 
To achieve, as far as possible, that people 
will live with love.

Q: What was the best meal you ever 
had and where?

A:  In my country, Iraq, I love to eat 
Tashreeb. I used to eat it when my mother 
cooked it, before she passed. I love her so 
much, she was a great woman.

Q: What would you say to people who 
seem to worship celebrities?

A: They are free to do so.



WCC student aspires to leave legacy
by TAYLOR MABELITINI
Contributor

Davon Shackleford, it’s safe 
to say, is a jack of all trades, but 
it appears that he also may be 
a master of them. The 21-year-
old is the Vice President of 
Leadership and Scholarship 
in Washtenaw Community 
College’s Phi Theta Kappa 
honor society, a congressional 
intern for U.S. Representative 
Debbie Dingell, and the 
Treasurer of the Political 
Science Club, as well as its 
Faculty and Staff Liaison. 

A native of Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina, Shackleford 
cites his family’s patriotism as 
a reason for his community in-
volvement and drive. 

“My father and his brother, 
all the different individuals in 
my family who have served in 
the military, they have been 
very inspirational to me. They 
have been courageous, and they 
served this country with honor, 
and due diligence. I think that’s 
helped inspire me to be a civil 
servant, seeing how patriotic 
my family is,” he said.

Moving to the Ann Arbor 
area on his own in August 2013, 
Shackleford faced navigating 
adulthood alone – an experi-
ence he described as simply 

“challenging.” He was drawn 
by the allure of the University 
of Michigan’s maize and blue 

– where he hopes to complete 
his undergraduate degree – and 
found WCC to be a perfect step-
ping stone. 

“WCC is a bridge to the 
University of Michigan. The 
university, when I first gradu-
ated high school, was very in-
timidating and, of course, I was 
several states away. I had nev-
er visited before, and so I just 

A TASTE FOR CHANGE

wanted to familiarize myself 
with the area, with the institu-
tion itself, and to know whether 
or not this would be a good fit 
for me,” said Shackleford. 

After U-M, Shackleford as-
pires to move on to the Pritzker 
School of Medicine at the 

On a recent trip to Washington D.C., Davon Shackleford, a 21-year-old 
general studies of math and science student of Ann Arbor, stopped at the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial. COURTESY | DAVON SHACKLEFORD

University of Chicago, to get an 
MD/JD, making himself both 
a law and a medical student. 
Marvin Boluyt, a WCC biology 
instructor, certainly thinks that 
Shackleford – a former student 
of his – is capable of this, and 
whatever he puts his mind to. 

“He’s showed incredible de-
termination and persistence 
to pursue his goals regardless 
of what gets in the way. He’s 
trying to soak up as much as 
he can, which is a good way to 
be,” Boluyt said. 

Shackleford was eager to 
learn in class and asked count-
less questions, even attending 
Boluyt’s office hours – occa-
sionally – in which a few que-
ries about an exam or essay 
question would digress into 
discussions of philosophy. 

“He was completely un-
fazed by what anybody else 
thought. If he wanted to know 
something he asked...I think 
he wants to learn, and he’s 
so focused on that. He’s not 
worried about what that looks 
like – he’s not worried about 
what anyone else thinks about 
that,” said Boluyt.

Apart from learning in the 
classroom, Shackleford adds 
to his education with his vast 
involvement at WCC. Working 
as the treasurer for the 
Political Science Club, he gen-
erates budgets for events and 
for the club’s semester goals 
as well as organizing fund-
raisers. This year, through 
Student Activities, he also 
created the Arab-American 
Cultural Experience Trip 

– where WCC students vis-
ited a mosque, the Arab-
American National Museum 
in Dearborn, and an Arab-
American restaurant and pas-
try shop. As the club’s faculty 
and staff liaison, Shackleford 
works with Student Activities 
to get in event proposals, and 
does a lot of what he calls “lo-
gistics work”: reserving space 
for events, reserving tables 
and marketing. 

Also the vice president 

of leadership and scholar-
ship in the Phi Theta Kappa 
honor society, Shackleford 
is involved in student orien-
tations and events such as 
the Transfer Fair, and over-
all, representing Phi Theta 
Kappa. He also helps honor 
students with their scholar-
ships, and is self-described 
as the “person people go to if 
they have a problem submit-
ting their scholarships, or any 
questions.”

In Shackleford’s eyes, com-
mitting his time to extracur-
ricular activities at WCC can 
only be to his benefit:

“I wanted to enrich my 
education and surround my-
self with good people, devel-
op communicational skills, 
gain cultural competence, 
and gain an overall enrich-
ment that would compliment 
what I learn in the classroom. 
You’re taught communica-
tion skills, you’re taught in-
terpersonal communications 
skills, you’re taught how to 

work with others, but by be-
ing involved with extracur-
ricular activities, I’m given 
an opportunity to put that in 
practice,” he said.

Lexi Judkins, adviser to 
Phi Theta Kappa and coor-
dinator of student organi-
zations under the Student 
Activities Department, has 
worked with Shackleford 
since he began at WCC. 

“Hardworking, dedicated, 
he’s a hustler...that’s the best 
that I can describe him as, he’s 
a hustler, and he seems to re-
ally enjoy it,” Judkins said. 

All together, Shackleford 
says what truly helped him 
become who he is was find-
ing his voice.

“I’d say the experiences re-
ally make a person who they 
are. Learning from my mis-
takes – everyone makes mis-
takes, but the goal is not to 
make the same mistake twice.  
You go on a path and you ex-
periment, you discover who 
you are,” Shackleford said.

Davon Shackleford with the Political Science Club on a recent trip to 
Washington D.C. COURTESY | DAVON SHACKLEFORD

by JENELLE FRANKLIN 
Contributor 

Ypsilanti is definitely a food 
desert, according to Tanya 
Andrews, development and 
marketing associate at Growing 
Hope – simply stating that there 
is a lack of fresh foods such as 
fruits and vegetables, amidst 
a community of 20,081 and 
growing.

Two local businesses came 
together Saturday, Dec. 5, for the 
betterment of their communi-
ty, and it was a brilliant match 

– brewed from community in-
volvement, kind hearts, strong 
minds, and a subtle note of hops 
and barley.

Cultivate Coffee and Tap 
House hosted a beer tasting from 
5 – 8 p.m. benefiting Growing 
Hope, an Ypsilanti non-profit 
organization. Growing Hope or-
ganized the event at the newly 
opened coffee and tap house to 

create community awareness of 
their fight to end hunger, par-
ticularly in Ypsilanti. Presenting 
to the audience was Andrews 
who was accompanied by Erica 
Bloom, Growing Hope’s program 
director.

Andrews sa       ys Growing 
Hope has been striving to im-
prove lives through, “creating a 
great sense of community and 
gardening.” The community 
gathered, sat at reserved seat-
ing, and learned what it takes to 
make a great beer, and a great 
sense of togetherness.

There is a diverse set of ways 
Growing Hope is helping the 
community understand and 
grow healthy food: community 
empowerment activities such 
as the beer tasting, donating gar-
dens to schools and communi-
ty members, donating proceeds 
from garden  kit sales, advocating 
for and managing farmer’s mar-
kets, and educating youth.

Parkridge Community 
Center is partnered with both 
Growing Hope and Washtenaw 
Community College. PCC is a 
recreational programming cen-
ter for Ypsilanti youth under 
age 18, and has additional ame-
nities such as The Rutherford 
Municipal Pool, open seasonally 
to the public.

“I oversee policies for farmer’s 
markets throughout the city of 
Ypsilanti, and we are reaching 
out into the rest of Washtenaw 
County,” Andrews said.

Ypsilanti is considered in 
need of food and nutritional 

education, according to both 
hosting companies, whose non-
profit business models are striv-
ing to educate and stimulate 
the gardening community in 
Ypsilanti to fight hunger.

The benefit’s hosting loca-
tion, Cultivate, is no stranger 
to charitable business practices. 
They are paying selected taxes, 
including beverage sales tax, and 
remaining non-profit, accord-
ing to Director of Community 
& Connections Bekah Wallace.

“Owning a for-profit business 
wasn’t satisfying,” Wallace said of 
her and her husband Ryan’s last 

venture five years ago. Cultivate 
has been a developing dream for 
the Wallaces and their business 
partner Billy Kangas, who is the 
director of coffee and cause.

“Cultivate started as a dream 
three years ago when my hus-
band and I met Billy,” Bekah 
recalled, but insists the dream 
stems from passions deeply root-
ed in each of them.

Ryan, Cultivate’s director of 
beer and business, has a love for 
beer that spans decades, and he 
himself has been brewing for 12 
years.

“It all started on a cold win-
ter’s day, in a garage,” Ryan says 
as he begins his story, wearing a 
proud grin as he signals to pass 
out the first glass of beer. He mo-
tions toward the eight brew in-
gredients set upon each table: 
water, chalk, barley/malt, oats, 
hops, Irish moss, yeast nutrient 
and live yeast. Asking each guest 
brave enough to taste a small 

sample of each, he imparts his 
wisdom.

“Knowing the ingredients will 
help to better shape your taste 
for beer, and this is how I was 
taught,” Ryan said.

Ryan ends his story with 
his work’s mission and reveal-
ing his obsession with bringing 
beer and community involve-
ment together. 

Five different beers were 
poured for guests – a carefully 
chosen variety from their larg-
er selection on tap, covering the 
scale light to dark, beginning 
with a Pilsner and ending with 
a Porter. Currently a vendor 
for microbrews and fine coffees, 
Cultivate has goals of expanding 
even still. 

“I would love to see us roast-
ing, and brewing in the future, 
but mostly I look forward to our 
outreach into the community 
and bringing hunger to an end,” 
Bekah said.

Small samples of what goes into the creation of beer. JENELLE FRANKLIN | 
WASHTENAW VOICE
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it easier for younger people to 
get ahold of drugs. Even with 
the petition stating that peo-
ple must be 21 or older to pos-
sess marijuana, there is no 
way to be certain that this will 
be upheld. 

Many voters in certain cit-
ies in Michigan have already 
voted for the decriminaliza-
tion of marijuana — including 
Ann Arbor. Quite a few states, 
including Colorado, Alaska, 
Oregon, Washington, and also 
Washington D.C. have even 
gone so far as to fully legalize 
it, although it still remains il-
legal under federal law. 

“ M i c h i g a n  i s  r e a d y 

to lega lize,” Rea m sa id. 
“Washtenaw County has been 
a laboratory for Michigan, 
with this whole concept of 
dispensaries, and legaliza-
tion, and have you heard any-
one complaining?”

Needing 80,000-90,000 
more signatures to get to the 
full 253,000 they need to put 
their petition on the Nov. 2016 
ballot, MILegalize’s compre-
hensive, free-market oriented 
approach seems to appeal to 
many people in the area. The 
goal of MILegalize specifical-
ly is to see a major difference 
in the amount of jobs and busi-
ness opportunities brought 
to Ann Arbor, a drop in crime 
rate due to law enforcement 

focusing more on crime and 
having more time and money 
to do so, and the addition of 
revenue to the government 
with the help of taxes going 
up to a projected $200 million 
to go to the state, explained 
Ream. 

Lowell shows apprecia-
tion to the states that have 
a l r e ady a n nou nc ed f u l l 
legalization.

“They really helped us 
let citizens know that legal-
ization can happen and the 
sky won’t fall, and children 
won’t spontaneously implode,” 
Lowell said. “The activity hap-
pens anyway, let’s just try and 
take some control of it and 
benefit everybody.”

MARIJUANA, From A1

and Hamade. Together, they 
have the capacity to process 
about 600 cases per year. In 
preparation for Syrian refugees, 
they had made accommodations 
for an additional hundred cases. 
However, in 2014 they helped 
less than 500 people. The lack 
of clients is not for lack of refu-
gees. The application process is 
rigorous and lengthy, often last-
ing four years or longer.

“Refugees undergo the most 
amount of security screenings 
out of all immigrants,” Hamade 
said. “That’s why it takes them 
so long to get here, because 
the security screening is so 
in-depth.”

Directly addressing security, 
Hamade stated: “I understand 
the fear and I understand the 

concerns that people have but 
I trust in the Department of 
Homeland Security.” 

However, in the wake of the 
Nov. 13 massacre in Paris, ef-
forts to relocate Syrian refugees 
in the U.S. suffered setbacks. 
Michigan Governor Rick Snyder 

was among various state gover-
nors who requested that reloca-
tion of refugees be suspended. 
In a letter to Secretary of State 
John Kerry and Secretary 
of Homeland Security Jeh 
Johnson, Gov. Snyder stated:

“(Our) fi rst priority is pro-
tecting the lives of people in our 
state and across the country...
Given the terrible situations in 
Paris and Lebanon, I am asking 
for a full review of the security 
clearances and procedures for 
all refugees who have the po-
tential to be placed in Michigan.” 

However, there is no evi-
dence that any Syrians were 
involved in the Paris attacks, 
or that the terrorists were 
hidden among the refugees. 
On Nov. 19, the International 
Business Times reported that 
all of the named terrorists were 
European nationals. 

For Hamade, the issue of 
accepting refugees, especially 
Syrians, is one she takes very 
seriously.

“I’ve noticed when I visit 
Lebanon all the Syrians that 
have been fl eeing and no one 
is helping them,” Hamade said. 

The few Syrians who have 
gone through her o�  ce, she says, 
have less education than their 
Iraqi counterparts, but they’re 
entrepreneurial, eager to learn 
and “truly believe that America 
is the land of opportunity.”

“We shouldn’t have to pick 
and choose people to take care 
of,” she said. 

Shakir has watched these 
developments with disappoint-
ment. However, he has settled 
down and continues to enjoy his 
new life in the U.S. He is current-
ly studying business and con-
tinues to work as a barber. He 
is still trying to bring his family 
to the U.S.

REFUGEE, From A1

the administration and the 
campus security already in 
place. 

As the board, sheriff and 
commander brought their 
conversations to a close, Vice 
Chair Diana McKnight-Morton 
(sitting in for Chair Richard 
Landau) opened the dialogue 
to the board as to whether or 
not they felt the need for more 
time on the issue or to proceed 
with the recommendation of 
Tab H of the agenda stating that 

“the board of trustees authoriz-
es the president to negotiate a 
multi-year safety and security 
contract, for further approval, 
with the Washtenaw County 
Sheri� ’s O�  ce based on the 

‘school resource o�  cer’ model.” 
The board members had 

wavering opinions toward the 
recommendation with some 
saying they wouldn’t be com-
fortable with approving the 
negotiation of a contract and 
instead would rather have fur-
ther conversations. 

“I think that I’m comfortable 

authorizing the negotiations 
understanding that also in par-
allel, we are able to continue 
the conversation and also get 
further input from faculty and 
students about what it is they 
want and what that should  look 
like,” said secretary Christina 
Fleming. 

McKnight-Morton and 
trustee Stephen Gill were 
in similar agreement with 
Fleming’s comments, although 
Gill did raise the concern about 
what would happen if the cur-
rent contract expires. Bellanca 
answered that police would still 
respond in the event of a 9-1-1 
call. 

“I think before I authorize, 
there should be more dialogue, 
more questions,” Das said. “I 
have a couple more questions, 
personally, so I think that this 
is a big decision, so I would feel 
more comfortable with a little 
more discussion.”

Trustee Ruth Hatcher ex-
pressed the same feelings, 
along with the need of reach-
ing out more to faculty, sta�  
and students. 

“I think there needs to be 
some student focus groups 
discussing this. I think faculty 
need to be involved with this 
and I haven’t seen much cam-
pus-wide – except for a survey 

– involved at all. I’m looking 
for broader conversation than 
just this.”

After gathering the overall 
feelings from the board, they 
agreed that more discussion 
is needed and will take time 
to think about the options 
over break before the January 
board meeting. 

Although Bellanca did tell 
the board she wants them to 
take their time and contin-
ue asking the questions they 
have, she did convey a sense 
of urgency. 

“The consequence is, which 
I’m fi ne with waiting, but ev-
eryday, and believe me, I’m 
not overreacting, we are re-
sponsible for the safety of our 
students, our sta� , as well as 
the community members that 
work on this campus. I take 
that very seriously as I’m sure 
you do too.”

SAFETY, From A1

Before working with the military in Iraq, Muayad Shakir had never cut 
hair before. Now he works at Mirage Unisex Hair Salon on Packard Road 
in Ann Arbor. GRAY BANCROFT | WASHTENAW VOICE

In Iraq, Muayad Shakir and Andrew Gainey worked together while 
Muayad was cutting hair for the military. COURTESY | MUAYAD SHAKIR

Dec. 14, 2015The Washtenaw Voice A7NEWS



Dec. 14, 2015 The Washtenaw VoiceA8 NEWS



EMU’s Convocation Center was modeled after the Rockefeller Center Rainbow Room for the 40th anniversary of the 
St Joseph’s Holiday Ball.  

FLIPSIDE

More than $1 million raised for St. Joseph Mercy Cancer Center

by TAYLOR ROBINSON
Editor

An all-year preparation in 
Washtenaw County leads up 
to one of the single-most im-
portant fundraising events of 
the year: the Holiday Ball. This 
year, the Eastern Michigan 
Un iver sit y C onvo c at ion 
Center was transformed into 

“A Night at the Rainbow Room,” 
inspired by the 65th floor of 
the Rockefeller Center in New 
York City. 

The Holiday Ball began in 
1976 by Judy Dow Rumelhart 
when she was encouraged by 
her father, Dr. Harry Towsley, 
who was a board member, gen-
erous donor and good friend of 
St. Joseph Mercy Ann Arbor 
Hospital. Throughout the 

years, the event has changed 
venues to accommodate 
its grow th of community 
involvement. 

More than 950 guests at-
tended the fundraising event, 
spearheaded by this year’s 
committee chair Lynn Stella, 
who’s been volunteering for 
the event for more than 25 
years. Stella first got involved 
when she volunteered while 
working as a nurse for the hos-
pital, and hasn’t stopped vol-
unteering since.

To celebrate the event’s 
40th anniversary, Stella and 
her team brought the glamour 
and the glitz of The Rainbow 
Room to life with handmade 
decorations portraying the 
vintage and elegant flair of 
the 1940s. Preparations for 

the event was made possible 
through the collaboration 
of almost 200 volunteers – 
members from the hospital, 
community and outlying com-
munity came together to put 
on an event which raised $1.1 
million dollars. 

“As a nurse and nurse anes-
thetist, who practiced at St. 
Joe’s for many years, I have 
seen firsthand the need for 
this kind of compassionate, 
patient-centered exception-
al care St. Joe’s in known for,” 
said Stella in a letter prior to 
the fundraiser. 

The proceeds will go to-
ward renovating and expand-
ing the Robert H. and Judy 
Dow Alexander Cancer Center 
at St. Joseph Mercy Ann 
Arbor. Cancer care facilities 

and programs – which help to 
sustain cancer care excellence 
in areas such as research, ro-
botic surgery, CyberKnife ra-
diotherapy, chemotherapy and 
multidisciplinary care – will 
also benefit, according to the 
event’s press release.   

“I think the biggest thing is 
that there is such a feel of com-
munity that this event brings. 
St. Joe’s is such a gem of a com-
munity hospital and why we 
are all there – we are giving 
back to the community, truly 
taking part of what is at the 
heart of this event and that is 
to help St. Joe’s, and in turn 
making a commitment to help-
ing others through patients 
and family,” Stella said. 

Melissa Sheppard, direc-
tor of St. Joe’s special events, 

worked collaboratively with 
Stella and volunteers to make 
this year’s fundraiser, once 
again, a success – this year 
making it her tenth overall. 

Sheppard explained the 
beneficiaries were particularly 
meaningful to Stella because 
her husband, Dr. Philip Stella, 
served as the Holiday Ball phi-
lanthropy chair but is also the 
medical director for oncology 
at St. Joseph Mercy Ann Arbor. 

“When you stand at the 
event and everything is kind 
of coming together and cul-
minating, that evening is so 
rewarding when you see nearly 
a thousand people who have 
come together and a commit-
tee who has worked togeth-
er so closely, and so intently 
all year long,” Sheppard said. 

“Just to know the community 
support of where we live – it is 
just so overwhelming.”

The fundraiser included 
dinner, music, and last but 
not least, a tree-lighting cer-
emony honoring those whose 
lives have been affected by 
cancer. Guests, including can-
cer survivors, provided names 
of loved ones to be engraved 
on ornaments. The ornaments 
will be collected and turned 
into a display at the cancer 
center in memory of the com-
munity event. 

“We’ve raised more than 
$20 million since 1976 and 
that supports a variety of top-
notch services that we have 
here at St. Joe’s that our com-
munity will ultimately benefit 
from,” Sheppard said. 

WCC stars hit stage for area kids 
by IVAN FLORES
Contributor

The annual Stars on Stage 
benefit performance was held 
this past Wednesday in the 
Morris Lawrence building. 
The atmosphere was relaxed 
as the Washtenaw Community 
College Jazz Orchestra and 
Combos kicked off the event 
in the lobby. They performed 
several well-known tunes, in-
cluding “Cantaloupe Island” 
and “My Favorite things.”

Meanwhile, people crowd-
ed into Towsley Auditorium, 

stopping at a table to drop 
off donations for C.S. Mott 
Children’s hospital and the 
Peace Neighborhood Center – 

“admission” was one unwrapped 
toy. The second part of the event 
included dance performances 
from WCC’s performing arts 
students, alumni and members 
of the Spotlight Dance Studio, a 
community partner. 

“We’ve done it for (about) 20 
years...It’s a fun performance; 
sophisticated enough to be 
presentable but yet not so lofty 
that it’s intimidating. We real-
ly want the students to have a 

fun experience,” said Noonie 
Anderson, department chair of 
the performing arts program.

Anderson placed emphasis 
on the teamwork that goes into 
putting performances together. 
The performing arts, she said, 
are by their pure nature collab-
orative. Her point was evident 
throughout the night – in ev-
erything from the choreography, 
to the performance with WCC’s 
Jazz ensembles, to the benefit 
aspect of the event. But she also 
said it was about taking risks. 

Trevon Callahan, 22-year-
old WCC student from Ypsilanti, 

took the stage for nine minutes 
and appeared to captivate the 
audience. Callahan choreo-
graphed the entire dance, which 
was set to Melanie Martinez’s 
song “Soap.” Throughout the 
performance, he drew cheers 
from the audience with his 
gracefulness and energ y. 
Anderson praised his solo for 
the quality and boldness of the 
performance. 

The artists come from all 
walks of life. Duane Wells plays 
trumpet for the Jazz combo. He 
played in high school and even 
professionally afterwards, but 

gave it up when he started his 
career as an electrician for GM. 
He retired about six years ago, 
and decided to pick up his trum-
pet again. 

Speaking about his decision 
to pursue music again, Wells 
said, “I love jazz. Music is like 
golf; you never master it but 
you always try to get better... I 
missed a lot of time and I’m try-
ing to make it up.” 

Carley Garcia is a liberal arts 
major and a member of the WCC 
competitive dance team and 
studies liberal arts. 

“I love (dance) because it’s 

something you can always do…
You hear something and it just 
moves through you. Anyone can 
dance,” she said. 

The competitive dance team 
offered advice to the student 
community to get involved. 
Tryouts for the winter semester 
are Jan. 11 and 14. No experience 
is necessary, just commitment 
to practice. There are different 
classes and clubs for perform-
ers of all disciplines and skill 
levels. For more information 
about Washtenaw’s Performing 
Arts Program, contact Noonie 
Anderson. 

Performing last, the modern dance class portrays ideas through performance. GRAY BANCROFT | WASHTENAW VOICE

Michigan Governor Rick Snyder and Sue Snyder with Lynn Stella, 2015 St. Joe’s Holiday Ball Chair, and 
Philip J. Stella, MD, SJMAA Medical Director of Oncology and Holiday Ball Philanthropy Chair.
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Keep warm with local wine and spirits
by JENELLE FRANKLIN
Contributor

Our weather, like our wine, 
is both bitter and sweet here 
in Michigan.

A glimmer of frost can 
be spotted budding across 
branches lining the harvest-
ed fields along US-23. The in-
terstate, with light traffic on a 
weekend afternoon, makes for 
a pleasant 24-mile drive south 
of Washtenaw Community 
College’s campus to St. Julian 
Winery in Dundee. The four 
locations in Michigan have 
friendly environments with 
bright staff and over 65 tasting 
options awaiting you.

Above the current 56 wine 
selections on the tasting 
menu, there are also several 
other St. Julian beverages to 
try: hard ciders, sherry, bran-
dies, vodka, cooking wines, 
and non-alcoholic sparkling 
juices. The cost is $5 for five 
tastings, and includes a com-
plimentary wine glass to take 
home.

Tasting locations across 
the state, located in Dundee, 
Frankenmuth, Paw Paw, and 
Union Pier, offer families or 
friends the opportunity to 
have a great experience in an 
inviting atmosphere.

“I call myself a Wine 
Consultant,” said Harry 
Granito, one of the Dundee 
St. Julian employees, who 
greets you as you walk into 
the tasting room. He will an-
swer any questions with en-
thusiasm and to the best of his 
knowledge.“Wine Consultant” 
captures the spirit and insight 
that comes from behind the 
chest-high, octagon-shaped 
wine bar.

“Reasonable distance, 
and reasonable price at $5,” 

says Jack Carpenter, 34, of 
Belleville; a WCC IT student 
and St. Julian’s patron who 
chose the winery for his and 
his girlfriend’s one-year an-
niversary celebration.

If local, delicious wines 
and drinks, or friendly and 
knowledgeable staff are not 
big enough attractions to get 
the family to the tasting room; 
the Dundee location is near 
to local family-friendly busi-
nesses to visit as well. 

Sharing a connected park-
ing lot with Russell Stover’s 
candies shop, and located 
across the street from Cabela’s 
Sporting Goods, visitors can 
browse and indulge in deli-
cious sweets or new outdoor 
gear. 

The Paw Paw location is 
west on I-94 and making a far-
ther trip from WCC’s campus 
allows for vineyard tours dur-
ing the warmer months. A vis-
it to tour the grounds gives 

a chance to see the land that 
founder, Mariano Meconi, 
recognized as grape perfec-
tion 95 years ago.

According to a February 
2015 Wood TV article, as 
part of Michigan’s vulner-
able agricultural state, the 
vineyards did not escape the 

harsh winters the great lakes 
region has experienced re-
cently, and they are all hop-
ing for some relief this year. 
Hoping to skip not only a 
harsh winter season in late 
2015, but also the more dev-
astating late frost seen in the 
spring. When nature seems 

to be working against the 
grapes, the winemakers rely 
on their Ice Wine harvest, a 
grape that is left long enough 
on the vine to freeze before 
picking it.

Dean Bender, winemaker 
and owner of a Michigan win-
ery, stated in an Mlive inter-
view, “Vines took anywhere 
from an 80 percent to 100 per-
cent loss,” depending on the 
variety of vine grown.

If the trip was a complete 
success, joining the wine 
club will make the next visit 
even better. A membership 
includes 2-6 bottles of wine 
quarterly throughout the 
year. Two bottle average sub-
totals are between $30-$60, 
four bottles $60-$90, and 
six bottle subtotals average 
$90-$120.

There are three categories 
of options to choose from: 
Vineyard Select (dry, reserve 
wine collection), Sweeter 
Ha r vest ( blends, desser t 
wine collection), or Perfectly 
Paired for one of each from 
Vineyard Select, and Sweeter 

Harvest. This selection al-
lows anyone from a novice 
to an expert the chance to 
experience new varieties that 
match or mystify their pallet.

Members can ship their 
orders to 36 states, which 
is an advantage when need-
ing to entertain out of town 
guests or send gifts. Wine 
can be shipped for a fee or 
picked up at their location for 
no cost. A trip to pick up wine 
gives the perfect opportunity 
to enjoy the complimentary 
wine tasting and discounts 
members receive. According 
to one of the wine consul-
tants, St. Julian will soon 
be carrying gin and whiskey 
selections along with their 
vodka.

 If able to make a visit be-
fore the end of 2015, take 
time on the drive and just 
look out onto the snow-cov-
ered cornfields along the way 
to Dundee on a sunny winter 
afternoon.

Have no fear; St. Julian 
winery will soon have new 
warm sips to taste.

St. Julian Winery is located at 700 Freedom Court in Dundee, Michigan. TAYLOR ROBINSON | WASHTENAW VOICE

2 Paw Wine at St. Julian Winery has a portion of the proceeds going to 
the Michigan Humane Society. TAYLOR ROBINSON | WASHTENAW VOICE

St. Julian Winery offers a multitude of different wines and liquors. 
TAYLOR ROBINSON | WASHTENAW VOICE



S E R V I C E S
V O L U N T E E R  T U T O R S : 

Washtenaw Literacy needs volunteers 
to tutor adults in basic reading, writing, 
math and English as a Second Language. 
Help change lives – one word at a time! 
Contact info@washtenawliteracy.org or 
call 734-879-1320. 

NEED HEALTH CARE? Are you 
between the ages of 12–22? Contact 
the Corner Health Center at 734-484-
3600 or visit online at http://www.cor-
nerhealth.org.

HELP WANTED
HORSE FARM HELP: Seeking 

cheerful worker with outdoor skills to 
muck horse stalls (4/5 horses) and pad-
docks, fi x fence, help clean garage, yard 
and house, and be the one who can 
get the mower started. Must be strong, 
handy, on time, reliable, fl exible and ani-
mal-friendly. Will work with your sched-
ule. 6-8 hours/week during winter and 
10hours/week in spring/summer. $11/
hour to start. Merit raises. Northeast AA. 
Send resume: riverbendfarm@comcast.
net. More info at 734-904-3106.

WAIT STAFF: Michigan Catering 
is looking for student wait sta�  who 

CLASSIFIEDS

are able to interact with guests, work as a 
team and manage time e� iciently – all with 
a positive attitude. Shifts can be anytime 
between the hours of 5 a.m. and 3 a.m., 
depending on your availability. The start-
ing pay is $3.40 per hour plus tips. Tips are 
automatically paid by the event sponsor 
and average $6-$7 per hour, making the 
typical rate about $9.40-$10.40 per hour. 
Apply online at http://www.jobs.studentlife.
umich.edu, send an email to: workforus@
umich.edu, or at 734-615-6759. 

DINING STAFF: Michigan Dining is 
looking for students who enjoy working 
with people and want to be a part of a 
team. Flexible schedule, promotional op-
portunities and a fun social environment. 
Starting wage: $9 per hour with a free meal 
with a three-hour shift. Also, free AATA bus 
transportation is available. To apply, visit 
http://www.jobs.studentlife.umich.edu, 
send an email to: workforus@umich.edu, 
or call 734-615-6759. 

GET SOME BURRITOS is looking to 
hire cashiers and cooks who are enthu-
siastic and passionate about delivering 
high customer satisfaction. The cashier’s 
responsibility is to process sales quickly 
and be e� icient. The cook will be respon-
sible for maintaining the highest level of 

food quality. The cashiers and cooks must 
follow all health and safety regulations as 
well as communicate and work well with 
co-workers and management team. Come 
fi ll out an application at: 707 Packard Street 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104.

Below is a sample of recent 
employment want ads which 
have been posted with WCC 
Career Services. Students are 
invited to read these ads and to 
contact Career Services to fi nd 
out how to apply for the openings. 
Career Services is located in ML 
104. For more information, phone 
734-677-5155, email careers@
wccnet.edu or visit http://www.
wccnet.edu/careerconnection/.

D R I V E R  S E R V I C E S 
REPRESENTATIVE: As a Driver Services 
Representative at Coyote Logistics you 
will focus on the customer service aspect 
of the business. Whether it be recogniz-
ing issues before they occur or fostering 
relationship growth with our many call-
ers, you will be an integral part of our 
exponential growth.  A Driver Services 
Representative is responsible for the 
15,000+ calls daily from drivers calling 
into the Coyote Logistics Driver Line. 

They’re responsible for getting the driv-
ers from the pickup to the delivery and 
helping with every problem in-between. 
Drivers want to talk to someone who 
can provide information, o� er solutions 
to their problems, and most importantly, 
be a friendly voice on the line.

G Y M N A S T I C S / T U M B L I N G 
INSTRUCTOR: Do you love working 
with children? If so, Infi nity Gymnastics 
Academy in Brighton, MI has immedi-
ate openings for individuals passionate 
about making an impact on children’s 
lives.   Infi nity Gymnastics Academy trains 
gymnasts and other athletes of all skill 
levels in their state of the art facility. We 
are looking for someone who is respon-
sible, hard-working and enthusiastic. Prior 
gymnastics/tumbling experience is not 
required - we will train the right individual.

B R A N C H   O F F I C E   
ADMINISTRATOR: The BOA plays a 
critical administrative role in the branch 
and supports our commitment to an ideal 
client experience. The BOA and the fi nan-
cial advisor work together as a team to 
create new clients, serve existing clients, 
and run an e� icient branch o� ice. A BOA’s 
responsibilities include, but are not lim-
ited to the following:  Prepare reports and 
materials for client appointments, Update 
prospective client and client data records,  
Proactively contact clients to set or con-
fi rm appointments and o� er appropriate 
services, Contact existing clients to invite 
them to a face to face meeting with the 
fi nancial advisor to review their fi nancial 
goals, Plan and prepare marketing mate-
rials and events with the fi nancial advi-
sor, Organize and maintain the fi nancial 

advisor’s schedule, Learn and implement 
new tools and systems that manage client 
contacts and increase branch e� iciency.

CAMP COUNSELOR: As a sta�  mem-
ber at YMCA Camp Ohiyesa you will im-
pact the lives of hundreds of kids, work 
with people from around the world, meet 
life-long friends, and challenge yourself 
every day. You will be a teacher, men-
tor and friend to campers in grades K-10 
while facilitating camp activities includ-
ing; zip line, archery, rock wall, canoe-
ing, teams course, giant swing and much 
more. Free on-site housing and all meals 
provided.

ASSEMBLY ENGINEER: Make rec-
ommendations of best business prac-
tices. Participate in weekly tech reviews 
with the project team.  Lead the assembly 
process meetings at the integrator and 
maintain the assembly equipment and 
tooling timing charts.  Plans, coordinates, 
and executes the activities involved with 
the assembly equipment and tools from 
the quote phase through the launch of the 
equipment in the business unit.  Support 
all customer meetings, internal meetings, 
and project reviews.  Interface with all 
internal departments to ensure they are 
kept up to date on the assembly equip-
ment and tool status and the timely try-
outs and launch of the equipment in the 
business units.  Assist the team in all 
launch and production start up activi-
ties and coordinate all tryout materials 
to ensure availability. 

 ATTENDANT CARE/ CAREGIVER/
AIDE.  Non-medical companion care for 
elderly and disabled; make meals; hy-
giene and dressing; run errands; sort 

STUDENTS and WCC EMPLOYEES

Classifi ed ads in The Voice are free.

LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS

Looking for help? Post your free help 
wanted ads in The Voice.

Send ads to wcc.voice.advertising@gmail.com or ealliston@wccnet.edu 
Note: Deadline for the Jan. 18, 2016 issue is Tuesday, Jan.12 at 5 p.m.

mail; Assist with daily living tasks; 
light housekeeping.

MORTGAGE BANKER.  If you’re 
interested in being part of an elite 
team and being truly proud of what 
you do, a career as a Mortgage Banker 
at Quicken Loans is the right fi t for 
you. Our Mortgage Bankers make an 
impact on our clients’ lives every day 
and help them make strong fi nancial 
decisions to achieve their personal 
and fi nancial goals. Our Mortgage 
Bankers speak to clients who are 
already looking to purchase or refi -
nance their homes – no cold calls!  
Responsibilities: Consult with clients 
about current and future needs to help 
them achieve their fi nancial goals, Give 
every client the best client service in 
the industry, Own and build your busi-
ness within Quicken Loans with the 
support of our team, Advise and edu-
cate clients on the home-buying or 
refi nance process and how to better 
manage their mortgages and Assist 
clients through the loan process from 
application to closing.

ASSISTANT TEACHER: Become 

familiar with and follow through on 

specifi c guidelines in school’s sta�  

handbook. Communicate observations 

and concerns about individual children 

to key teachers. Maintain confi dential-

ity with regard to children and families. 

Plan activities for individual and group 

needs. Supervise program activities as 

assigned. Attend sta�  meetings when-

ever possible. Do self-assessment us-

ing Sta�  Evaluation Form. Meet with 

director to discuss self-assessment.

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SUDOKU COLLECTION

FIND  PUZZLE  SOLUTIONS

WWW. WASHTENAWVOICE.COM
at

across

down

1  Main idea
5  Seniors, to juniors
9  Pizza party drinks
14  A whole bunch
15  Skip past
16         Jeane Mortenson: Marilyn  
 Monroe’s birth name
17  Six-sided state
18  Cares
20  Superfan to the max
22  For each one
23  Org. that created American  
 Hunter magazine
24  BBC time traveler
26  Ginormous amount
28  Girl who lost her sheep
31  Lawyer’s org.
32  Enjoy the pool
33  Narnia lion
37  Beauty goop
38  Get cracking
41  Cubes in a tray
42  Canonized fi fth-cen. pope
45  “Very funny!”
47  VCR format
48  Short online message visible only 
 to approved followers
52  Important Colonial cash crop
55  Carrying a gun

56  “The Simpsons” Squishee seller
57  Parka part
59  Awards for Helen Hunt and Holly 
 Hunter
62  Get lovey-dovey
65  Sunburn soother
66  German pistol
67  Expel
68  Really anger
69  Revise, as text
70  Makes a choice
71         -dish pizza

1  Wearing a long face
2  Greek letter before kappa
3  Display confi dence and pride
4  Top with a slogan
5  Canine gnawing toys
6  “       hearing you right?”
7  Prima donna
8  Answer the call
9  Salad veggie with an edible pod
10  Fireworks reaction
11  Stingless bee
12  Valentino’s valentine
13  The devil
19  Vague amount
21  Beltmaking tools

25  Memorial news item, briefl y
27  Adorns with Cottonelle, 
 informally
28  Falls behind
29  “Yeah, whatever”
30  Nebraska city associated with  
 steaks
34  Pretended to be what one isn’t
35  Tooth woe
36  Home in a tree
39  Pro       : in proportion
40  Jimmy Fallon’s longtime house 
 band
43  Org. concerned with pesticides
44  Apple tree grouping
46  Emer. money sources
49  Desktop image
50  Ritualistic kind of doll
51  “This convenience store checks 
 IDs”
52  Blackjack surface
53  Poppy narcotic
54  Jut out
58  Bra spec
60  Audition goal
61  Ooze
63  Quarterback Dawson
64   East, in Essen
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Local winter wonders to spice up break
by JENEE GREGOR
Contributor

The semester nears its end, and the break 
ahead holds many chances for WCC students 
to get out and make memories. With family 
time beckoning and work obligations  loom-
ing, hopefully some spare moments during this 
time off will offer a chance for adventure. If you 
are without plans, the Ann Arbor area brings a 
myriad of events.

It is easy to fall into the trap of letting the 
brain rest and then all the time goes flying by 
with no warning, to leave one wishing they 
would have had a little more fun in their time 
off before classes resume. 

Don’t fall into the trap; seek fun on this near-
ly month off. Whether grabbing your sweet-
heart and hitting an art opening is your thing, 
or maybe doing some last minute shopping at 
one of the DIY markets interests you, these lo-
cal happenings have you covered.

The Arts
Last minute shopping, and experiencing 
the local handmade art scene and other 
events.

• WHAT: 
Art for the Holidays
Detroit Artists Market brings their 140 
artists and their locally crafted items to 
the public.

• WHERE: 
Detroit Artists Market, 4719 Wood-
ward Ave., Detroit
• WHEN: 
Tuesday - Saturday 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
• COST: Free

• WHAT: 
Art off the Wall, 2nd Annual Holiday 
Edition
12 Artists showcased in the A2 Art cen-
ter, priced for all budgets.

• WHERE: 
2nd floor Ann Arbor Art Center 117 W 
Liberty, Ann Arbor

• WHEN: 
Dec. 4 – Jan. 9
        Monday – Friday 10 a.m. – 7p.m.
        Saturday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
        Sunday 12 – 6 p.m.

• WHAT: 
Come as You Are: Art of the1990s
46 artist’s work displaying the culture 
and moniker of the art scene and pro-
gressive scenes in the 1990s.

• WHERE: 
University of Michigan Museum of Art, 
A. Taubman Gallery. 525 S. State St., 
Ann Arbor
• WHEN: 
Exhibits ends January 31st.
       Tuesday – Saturday 11 a.m. – 5 
p.m.
       Sunday 12 – 5 p.m.

• COST: $10 suggested donation

• WHAT: 
The Moth Storyslam: Michigan Radio
Monthly storytelling competition with 
random participants picked from the 
sign-up, judged and finalist perform 
later in the year.

• WHERE: 
The Circus 210 S. 1st St., Ann Arbor

• WHEN: 
Dec. 15 
Sign-up at 6 p.m.,  7:30 – 9 p.m.

• COST: $8 for 18 and older

Music
Michigan Artists and local talent 
performing various venues throughout 
the month.

WHAT: 
Super Happy Funtime Burlesque 
Show 
Burlesque troop from Kalamazoo 
brings music, theater, and comedy in a 
production with a live band 

WHERE: 
Blind Pig 208 S 1st St., Ann Arbor

WHEN: 
Dec. 18 9:30 p.m.
COST: $10 for 18 and older

WHAT: 
Kiyoshi & Abigail Stauffer present: 
“HIP HOP meets FOLK: Michigan Edi-
tion” 
Locally originated musicians come 
together for a collaboratively themed 
genre concert.

WHERE: 
Blind Pig 208 S 1st St., Ann Arbor
WHEN: 
Dec. 26 9:30 p.m.

COST: $10  for 18 and older, 18+ $10 
and $7 for 21+

New Year’s Eve 
with Michigan flavor

• WHAT: 
Greensky Bluegrass
Originally from Kalamazoo, Greensky 
Bluegrass brings progressive blue-
grass back for  two nights this new 
year
• WHERE: 
The Royal Oak Music Theater 318 W 
4th St., Royal Oak
• WHEN: 
Dec. 30-31 8 p.m. 

• COST: tickets for both nights $50
         Dec. 30 $25
         Dec. 31 $30-35

• WHAT: 
Mittenfest 
60 artists perform at this five-day 
event to benefit 826michigan a non-
profit for youth writing skills. 

• WHERE: 
Bona Sera 200 W. Michigan Ave., 
Ypsilanti
• WHEN: 
Dec. 29 – Jan. 2 7p.m. – 2 a.m.

• COST: $10 per night for 21 and 
older 

• WHAT: 
NYE Tree Town presents Ball Down
New York and Ann Arbor come to-
gether for a hybrid DJ and live drum 
set ringing in the new year.

• WHERE: 
Blind Pig 208 S 1st St., Ann Arbor

• WHEN: 
Dec.  31 9:30 p.m.
COST: $15 for 18 and older 

Travel
For the month, check more than one 
date if there is some free time to get 
out of the Ann Arbor Area.

• WHERE: 
MegaBus to Chicago from Ann Arbor

• COST: 
Outbound $22 – 46 
Returning $15 – 46

• WHERE: 
Amtrak to Chicago from Ann Arbor 

• COST: 
Outbound $37 – 64 
Returning $37 – 64

TAYLOR MABELITINI | WASHTENAW VOICE

Dec. 14, 2015 The Washtenaw VoiceB4 FLIPSIDE

by MADI TORTORA
Staff Writer

Krampus, directed by 
Michael Dougherty, is a more 
modern take on an old, alpine 
folklore that focuses on a crea-
ture known as Krampus, who 
punishes children who have 
misbehaved. This is in obvious 
contrast with Saint Nicholas, 

KRAMPUS
genre: horror/comedy
runtime: 98 minutes
rating: pg-13

who rewards children for be-
ing well behaved. 

Dougherty is best known for 
his work on Superman Returns 
and X-Men 2, but shows his 
sense of humor in this “horror” 
comedy. The film stars many 
seasoned and well known ac-
tors, like Toni Collette, Adam 
Scott, and David Koechner. 

When Tom (Adam Scott) 
and Sarah (Toni Collette) be-
grudgingly decide to celebrate 
the holidays with their fam-
ily, all seems to go wrong rel-
atively quickly. Their lack of 
Christmas spirit comes back 
to bite them when the only 
gift they get for Christmas is 
a visit from none other than 
Krampus, the demon version 
of Santa Claus.

Watching this, the feeling 
of being thrown into a fai-
rytale was a very evident theme 
throughout the whole movie. 
It did feel as though some of 
the acting was a bit forced, but 
it was almost like the writers 
created it with that in mind; 
it was supposed to be comical, 
and almost like a parody of this 
old, German-spoken folklore. 
The Krampus creature him-
self was silly looking, with his 
giant black tongue and bag of 
creepy, giggling gingerbread 
henchmen. 

The writers used an inter-
esting, animated twist when 

C

explaining the grandmother, 
also known as Omi’s, history 
with Krampus. Using the ani-
mation was ambitious, and was 
actually one of the most inter-
esting, fun parts of the movie. 
Although it was short, it was 
also one of the most disturb-
ing parts of the movie, and us-
ing an animation to put that 
across was really different and 
unexpected.

Part of the reason this mov-
ie was a little disappointing was 
the slightly repetitive and high-
ly predictable plotline. One by 
one, the children began be-
ing taken by Krampus and his 
henchmen, and it just became 
extremely obvious what was 
going to happen next.

Although this movie was a 
“horror comedy,” the comedy 
came through better and more 
obviously than the horror did, 
and became almost parody-
like. It was a different twist on 
a Christmas movie, which was 
interesting and fresh, but could 
have been portrayed in a bet-
ter and more horror-focused 
fashion.
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