
GENDER ROLES BLUR 
IN CORPORATE AMERICA

BY MADI TORTORA
Contributor

In early 2015, the popular retailer Target 
made the decision to create a “gender-neutral” 
environment in their stores to appeal more to 
their customers. After receiving several an-
gry responses from people who had noticed 
the prominent gender roles in signs, toys and 
bedding, Target made the announcement that 
they will no longer include “boys” or “girls” on 
signs and labels, but instead leave it open to 
interpretation.

The thought of anything being “gender-neu-
tral” or “gender-fl uid” is a new concept, and with 
change comes new opinions, both negative and 
positive. Carly Slank, a 25-year-old anthropol-
ogy major from Eastern Michigan University, 
works at the writing center at WCC and o� ered 
her opinion. 

“I think it’s fi ne that they’re changing the signs, 
if anything it’s a little late,” Slank said. “Especially 
with the toys, since that’s been an issue since I 
was a kid.” After Target changed their policies, 
a lot of people were left wondering what e� ect 
this is going to have on corporate America in 
general, and if other popular retailers will make 
the switch as well.
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This idea of “gender fluidity” shows resem-
blance to a situation in Canada that sparked 
the interest and anger of several of its citizens 
about four years ago. According to an article 
published by ABC News in 2011, two parents 
decided to have a child, but not inform the 
child of its gender until the child asked. In 
their eyes, this would make the child have a 
very gender-fluid childhood, and not force 
the gender barriers that society has placed on 
young girls and boys. 

To have a gender-fl uid childhood is a con-
troversial and experimental subject, and this 
breaking of social norms has some people excited 
and some people frustrated. Hannah Evans, a 
20-year-old human services major at WCC, had 
some  comments on gender and society in general.

“I believe that gender is really a social construct, 
and something we kind of came up with,” Evans 
said. “I don’t really believe that (gender) has as 
much infl uence in nature as it does in society.”

According to Pearson Education, developing 
children require a physically and emotionally 
supportive environment in which their basic 
needs can be met. Since they are relying on their 
environment more to develop, their parents and 
their environment easily a� ect the way they 
think.

Trudi Hagen, director of the Children’s 
Center at WCC, provides some helpful opin-
ions and insight about gender roles. 

“Here we like to let the kids experiment, 
and boys can go and play dress up and girls can 
play with trucks. Girls are generally drawn to 
more quiet things, like coloring in a coloring 
book, but we don’t try to gear them a certain 
way,” Hagen said.

The lines between genders are becoming 
more and more blurry as society progress-
es. Popular celebrities like Miley Cyrus and 
Ellen DeGeneres consider themselves “gen-
der non-binary” or “gender-fluid.” Target’s 
recent decision has affected many people, 
and whether it is negatively or positively, it 
has people thinking more about the future.

“I would like to think that (popular re-
tailers) will change, but I don’t know if they 
will,” Hagen said. “It’s comparable to how they 
made pink and purple Legos now, specifically 
for girls. It has a lot to do with the money. 
Why can’t girls play with a Lego pirate ship?” 

As society progresses, so do some people’s 
opinions concerning controversial topics. 
A large corporation such as Target taking a 
stance with this issue is evident of a chang-
ing world. 

Corporations like Target want to create a “gender neutral” environment to leave the idea of gender open to interpretation. PHOTO ILLUSTRATION, GRAY BANCROFT | 
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Veterans refl ect on WWII 70 years later
BY IVAN FLORES 
Contributor

On August 30, 70 years after the Second 
World War, a handful of surviving veterans gath-
ered at the Ann Arbor Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post to commemorate the end of the confl ict. It 
was a happy occasion; people were greeted by the 
Washtenaw County Honor Guard as they fl ooded 
the small building. Refreshments, swing music 
and even Miss Michigan awaited the guests in-
side. The air was buzzing with conversation as 
the veterans traded memories.

First Lieutenant Dale Burgess was among 
them. He was 19 years old when he was called 
up to serve in 1943. He fl ew a P-38 Lightning – 
a twin engine fi ghter – with the 432nd Fighter 
Squadron in the Pacifi c. 

“I only got to shoot at (an enemy fi ghter) in the 
air once,” Burgess said. “We were protecting the 
leaders’ tails and they got most of the shooting.” 

Burgess’ missions included strafi ng, dive 
bombing and mainly escorting. 

The escorts were the most dangerous of the 
missions because of weather and mechanical 
malfunctions. 

“They say the P-38 fl ies great with one engine, 
but when the second one quits you have a prob-
lem,” Burgess said with a chuckle. 

The missions were long, thanks to the exper-
tise of Charles Lindbergh, who fl ew with and 
trained with Burgess’ fi ghter group. 

“(Lindbergh) always came back with more 

fuel than anyone else,” Burgess recounted. “He 
taught us to save fuel and fl y on one engine. But 
thanks to him we had 900 mile, six and a half 
hour missions. You get tired of sitting in one 
spot for six and a half hours.” 

The long duration of the fl ights meant the 
pilots had a higher risk of being exposed to un-
forgiving weather. On April 16, 1944, the Fifth 
Air Force, to which Burgess’ squadron was at-
tached, lost 37 out of 300 aircrafts in the sea o�  
of New Guinea, according to Pacifi cWrecks, in 
what became known as Black Sunday. A lot of 
veterans have problems returning to civilian life, 
but Burgess had a relatively smooth transition. 

After the war, Burgess went to Michigan State 
and got a degree in chemical engineering. He 
then worked for the state health department for 
35 years. He married his fi ancée upon returning; 
during the war they wrote over 1300 letters to 
each other. Their marriage lasted until Betty, his 
wife, passed away after a ten-year battle with 
Alzheimer’s. Burgess remained in the Air Force 
reserve until he turned 60. However, he did not 
fl y again after the war. 

Ken Rogge, an Airman and member of the 
Washtenaw County Honor Guard, was also there 
to honor his fellow veterans. When asked about 
the “Greatest Generation” – the generation that 
fought WWII – Rogge was quick to point out the 
role women played in the war. 

“With all the manpower going off to war, 
somebody had to do the work,” Rogge said.  And 
the women of the United States stepped up and 

said, ‘We’ll do it.’” 
Wars slip into history books, but the people 

who fi ght them do not. 
“I would wish that the American politicians 

would realize that there is a cost to war,” Rogge 
commented. “Not just in dollars and cents, but 
in human lives.”  

When people sign up for the military, they 
are in essence writing a blank check, he said. 
This is true now like it was true in 1941, 1861 
and 1776.

One of the many veterans on WCC’s cam-
pus, Corporal Stephen Miller, understands 
Rogge’s words in a way most civilians don’t. He 
served in the Marine Corps and was deployed 
to Afghanistan in 2009.  

“I don’t think a lot of people do understand 
what it entails or means to be a veteran… It’s 
something every veteran feels, something you 
don’t have to explain  to another one,” Miller 
said. 

It’s not just the training, he said. It’s miss-
ing out on family and things you’d like to do 
because you’ve made a commitment.  Speaking 
about the vets who came before him, Miller 
said, “I give the utmost respect and gratitude 
for those guys. If it wasn’t for them, we wouldn’t 
be able to do what we do now.”  

His advice to civilians: say “Thank you.” 
“When someone you don’t know comes up 

to you and says thank you or shakes your hand… 
I’ve always thought that was pretty cool. It makes 
you feel welcomed,” Miller said. See POLICE, Page A6

On June 17, 2015, a racially charged crime 
echoed the cries that the United States has been 
hearing since the issues in Ferguson reignited 
race issues across the country. A shooter by the 
name of Dylann Roof entered Emmanuel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, 
South Carolina and then took the lives of nine 
churchgoers. A vigil was held the next evening 
in the city of Ypsilanti where this story be-
gins.  

“The group I work for is (called) Radical 
Washtenaw and Ann Arbor to Ferguson or-
ganized a space for a vigil for people to be in 
solidarity and mourn the lives of those fallen,” 
said Anthony Morgan, a 37-year-old Washtenaw 
Community College alumni from Ypsilanti.

Despite being miles and miles away from 
South Carolina, this vigil would set the stage for 
yet another clash between the citizens and the 
police, now within Washtenaw County. 

“After a nine-minute moment of silence 
people began to take to the streets,” Morgan 

From Ferguson 
to Ypsilanti 
How one WCC alumni 
fi ghts social injustice
BY COLIN MACDOUGALL
Contributor

ANTHONY MORGAN | COURTESY PHOTO

How do you manage your 
time at WCC?

“Writing down 
due dates. I fi nd 
that writing things 
down versus 
typing  them helps 
you remember it 
better. I also block 

time in between my classes – I 
don’t schedule class back to back. 
Taking time in between gives time 
to process and think, ‘Okay, What 
do I need? What homework is due? 
Do I want something to eat?’ Giving 
yourself that time helps so you 
don’t get steamed out.”

 Alexis Tuckel, 19, Milan, Nursing
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WRITING
WIZARD 
NEEDED

READY TO WIELD YOUR WAND?
Contact us at thewashtenawvoice@gmail.
com, or (734) 677-5125. Even better, visit 
us at the newsroom in TI 106.

DO IT.

MUST BE PREPARED TO 

EMBRACE JOURNALISTIC  

ETHICS, DELVE INTO 

AP STYLE, ENGAGE WITH YOUR 

FELLOW STUDENTS  AND PUSH

YOUR SOCIAL BOUNDARIES.

Age 79, passed away on Wednesday, August 26, 2015 at the 
University of Michigan Hospital in Ann Arbor, surrounded by 
his loving family. Ed was born on October 24, 1935 in Saline, 
MI, the son of Charles Roscoe and Edna Amanda (Steeb) 
Cammet. On August 29, 1958 in Saline, MI, he married Betty 
Rae Smith and she survives. A graduate of Saline High School, 
Ed became an instructor at Washtenaw Community College 
and retired in January of 1994 after 21 years of service. He 
continued his education during his years at Washtenaw. Ed 
served 6 years in The United States Army, including 2 years in 
Germany. Ed liked antiques and enjoyed restoring homes. He 
also liked RVing with his family. In his later years, Ed greatly 
enjoyed watching sports with Betty and Charles. In addition to 

his wife, he is survived by his son Charles Edward Cammet, brother Robert Bruce (Bea) Cammet, 
and many nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents, twin infant sons 
Timothy and David, and his brothers Elmer, Ralph and Lewis Keith Cammet. Cremation has taken 
place. A Memorial Service will be held onSaturday, September 19, 2015 at 2:30 P.M. at Curtis 
Park in Saline, MI with Pastor Lester Jordan o� iciating. Military honors will be held under the 
auspices of the Washtenaw County Veterans Honor Guard. A luncheon will follow the service at 
St. Paul United Church of Christ in Saline. To leave a memory, to sign Ed’s guestbook, or for more 
information or directions please visit www.rbfhsaline.com.  

Edward Allen Cammet
Saline, MI

IN BRIEF
TOLEDO ZOO TRIP

Student Activities will provide a trip 
to Toledo Zoo that will be taking place on 
Friday, Sept. 18. Tickets are $8 and include 
college-van transportation and admission. 
Tickets are on sale at the Cashier’s O�  ce, 
2nd fl oor of the Student Center Building.

DIVERSITY DAY
On Sept. 23, Washtenaw Community 

College will hold its annual Diversity Day. 
Hosted by the O�  ce of Student Activities, 
the event takes place on the fi rst fl oor of 
the Student Center from 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. The 
event celebrates the many ways the college 
embraces diversity. Representatives from 
student clubs and WCC departments will 
be in attendance to o� er information about 
the resources o� ered by the college. 

WELCOME DAY
Looking to get more involved at 

Washtenaw Community College? WCC 
will host its annual Welcome Day in the 
college’s Community Park on Sept. 15. The 
event o� ers opportunities for students to get 
to know WCC clubs and departments – as 
well as collect freebies and food from local 
businesses. The event takes place infrom 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

BOOK SALE
The Ann Arbor branch of the American 

Association of University Women will  
holding its 63rd Annual Used Book Sale 
at Washtenaw Community College this 
September. The AAUW is a national orga-
nization that lobbies and advocates for ed-
ucation and equity. Through the AAUW’s 
e� orts with the book sale, they raise thou-
sands of dollars for scholarships for women. 

“It’s a labor of love for us; it’s a unifying 

factor for the whole group,” said Pam 
Ehrhart, the co-chair of the 63rd annual 
used book sale. 

All of the books up for sale are donated 
by the community and collected by the Ann 
Arbor branch of the AAUW. The book sale 
will be in the Morris Lawrence building  Sept. 
11-13. On Friday the sale opens up at 8 a.m. 
for dealers only with an admission fee, then 
at 10 a.m. opens to the public until 8 p.m. 
that evening. The sale continues Saturday 
10 a.m.-8 p.m. and on Sunday 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
For more information about the sale or the 
AAUW, visit their website: www.annarbor-
mi.aauw.net. 

FREE COLLEGE DAY
Washtenaw Community College will  

host a Free College Day event on Sept. 26 
that is in need of volunteers. Volunteers 
are needed from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. for the du-
ration of the event, as well as for a criti-
cal training day Sept. 25 from 5:30-7 p.m. 
Volunteers are offered dinner at the train-
ing, lunch at the event and a WCC polo 
shirt for their services. Those interested 
can apply on Student Activities’ Campus 
Connect.

SPORTS TRYOUTS
Women’s Volleyball Tryouts: 

Tuesday, September 8 and Thursday, 
September 10 from 9:00-11:00 p.m. at 

One-on-One Athletic Club. 

Hockey Tryouts: 

Wednesday, September 9 from 10-11:30 
p.m., Monday, September 14, from 7:30-

8:45, and Wednesday, September 16 
from 10-11:30 p.m. at Arctic Coliseum in 

Chelsea.

If you plan to attend any of these tryouts, 
please keep this in mind:  Student must have 
a cumulative GPA of 2.0 and be enrolled in 
three credits. Please bring your WCC ID 
with you to tryouts. 

                                                               -Sofi a Lynch 

Security Notes 
August 19-August 31

Information from incident reports provided to The Voice by Campus Safety and Security 
Director Jacques Desrosiers

DOMESTIC ASSAULT  
An altercation between one WCC student and one non-student occurred on Aug. 19, in the 

parking lot and was reported at 12:29 p.m. The two people involved had an existing relation-
ship and their altercation was handed over to the Washtenaw County Sheri� ’s Department. 

LARCENY 
A chair was taken out of a classroom in the OE building on Aug. 25. The incident was re-

ported at 12:38 p.m.

SIMPLE ASSAULT 
Two students got in an altercation about a tra� ic incident in the parking lot on Aug. 25, 

which was reported at 9:32 a.m.

HIT AND RUN 
In parking lot 4, located in front of the TI building, an individual noticed marks and paint 

transfers on their car and reported it at 12:12 p.m. on Aug. 26. The culprit was not present when 
the individual reached their vehicle.

HIT AND RUN
In the parking lot of the HFC, someone struck a parked motorcycle leaving considerable dam-

age to the vehicle on Aug 31. The culprit was not present when the individual reached their vehicle. 

Obituary
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As political candidates continue to gear up 
for the 2016 primary elections, one of the top-
ics frequently discussed and on the minds of 
students is making higher education signifi-
cantly cheaper or ultimately cost free. 

President Obama had high hopes for mak-
ing that dream a reality but with only a little 
more than a year left in his presidency, the 
tuition debacle might have to be a feat for the 
next president to overcome. Huffington Post 
reported in July that Obama did in fact begin 
promoting a $60 billion initiative toward mak-
ing community colleges free nationwide but 
there’s been no vote by members of Congress. 

With the national student debt toppling 
$1.2 trillion, the problem will only grow larger 
if not addressed. On average, that leaves 40 
million students with about $29,000 each in 
debt once they’ve graduated. 

“The cost of higher education is too high for 
too many Americans. Too many folks are priced 
out of a piece of the middle-class dream,” Vice 
President Joe Biden said in a a White House 
press release on April 11.

Although the idea behind getting higher 
education is to get a better job, students won’t 
even notice the benefits if they are paying off 
thousands of dollars in the first few, and for 
some, many years after completing their degree. 

Even though the costs of two-year colleges 
is minimal compared to a four-year university, 
one of the most common reasons people attend 
community colleges is to transfer and obtain 
a bachelor’s or higher degree.

Since Biden’s remarks in the White House 
press release in April about making commu-
nity college tuition free, not much has been 
reported since. 

“Here’s what we propose: Close the loopholes 

for the wealthiest investors and levy a .07 per-
cent fee on the biggest banks to discourage the 
kind of risky behavior that crashed our econo-
my just a few years ago,” Biden said.

While trying to make it a federal issue, some 
disagree and think it should be based on by-
state decisions. In February 2014, Tennessee 
decided to take it into their own hands and be-
came the first state to offer free tuition at com-
munity colleges with the Tennessee Promise. 
Although they are the closest to staying true 
to this claim, the cost isn’t completely free. 

In an interview between Republic 3.0 and 
Mike Krause, the executive director of the 
Tennessee Promise, he did make it clear that 
the scholarship would supplement the aid 
students are already receiving, essentially 
making it a “last-dollar plan.” The student 
will also complete eight hours of community 
service per semester and must maintain a 
cumulative GPA of 2.0. Even though students 
may still have to pay out-of-pocket costs, it 
would still reduce the overall tuition for a 
number of them. 

A more recent case in trying to cheapen 
the cost of community college tuition is the 
Oregon Promise established this past July. The 
legislation signed by Oregon Governor Kate 
Brown says that $10 million will be set aside 
for the first year and students must enroll 
within six months of graduating high school 
and maintain a GPA of 2.5, slightly higher than 
the Tennessee promise. 

No matter the state’s approach, the concern 
of the cost for higher education has been spread-
ing like wild fi re. With candidates for the 2016 
election already vying for voters, higher educa-
tion should be on the top of their list of policies 
to tackle.

IS THE IDEA OF FREE 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

CATCHING ON?
“Let us think of education as the means of developing our 

greatest abilities, because in each of us there is a private hope 
and dream which, fulfi lled, can be translated into benefi t for 
everyone and greater strength for our nation.”

- John F. Kennedy

In our fi rst issue, we mentioned that we’d like to hear from our readership, via our poll 
on www.washtenawvoice.com, about what they want to see more of in The Voice. After only 
receiving a few responses, we would like to draw the attention of our readers once again 
to the poll. We want our sta�  to create a product that meets the desires of our campus and 
community inhabitants and we can’t do that without some outreach to our readers.

There is a physical copy of our poll on the last page of this issue: B4. We encourage 
people to cut out and drop o�  these polls at the drop-box outside of our newsroom, TI 106.

If the poll isn’t your style and you’d like to have your voice more directly heard, feel free 
to write us at thewashtenawvoice@gmail.com. For all faculty, sta�  and students interested 
in getting their departments or clubs covered, please feel welcome to contact us directly as 
well. There is no better way to ensure that your club/department/event will be broadcasted 
to the campus than by letting us bring your story to print. 

The Washtenaw Voice sta�  will also have a table at Welcome Day on Sept. 15. We encour-
age anyone interested in contributing to the paper or anyone who has questions to stop by 
our booth and talk with us. Take the poll on Welcome Day be entered into a drawing for a 
chance to win a T-shirt.  

Reminders for Voice outreach

It is a very sad day for this 
country when one could name 
a recent public or mass mur-
der without thinking twice 
about it. With many people 
in this day and age tied to an 
electronic device, the news on 
these tragedies is constantly 
streamed to us and constantly 
at the forefront of our minds. 

The trend with the people 
who are mentally disturbed enough to com-
mit these unspeakable acts seems to be that 
they have become completely aware of how 
ravenously today’s society feeds on the bloody 
headlines. The most recent tragedy, the slay-
ing of the Virginia news repor ters, exemplifies 
how a sick person played the media and soci-
ety like a violin to get his twisted last revenge.

In a 2006 Pew Research Center study about 
“Generation Next” – people 18-25 at the time 
of the study for analysis purposes – it was 
discovered that one-in-ten Nexters say their 
generation’s most important goal is to be fa-
mous. Although the Virginia shooter, whose 
name doesn’t deserve the honor of repeating, 
lies outside of the Generation Next age limits, 
he reflects this new hunger for fame in society.

By giving these maniacs the publicity they 
are quite literally prepared to die for, we are 
fueling the fire of future massacres. For every 
unspeakable act that is pasted all over news-
feeds and front pages, the idea of murder cre-
ating notoriety is pushed deeper and deeper 
into the psyche of those “human powder kegs,” 
as the Virginia shooter described himself in 
his manifesto.

Since Columbine, every future mass mur-
derer has cited the high school shooters and 
any killer that preceded themselves as moti-
vation for their actions. So by putting their 
names and faces everywhere we turn, the idea 
is solidified for them that murder will make 
them unforgettable.

Publicity is not always the only motive in 
the minds of these killers. Most have lived 
lives of social seclusion, festering hate in 
their hearts for all mankind rather than just 
those they saw treating them unjustly. Often 
it seems they feel unheard or unnoticed and 
this life-long invisibility drives them to make 
sure their voices will finally be heard. Despite 
their torrid pasts, it does not take away the 
horror of their actions or the lengths they went 

through to make their names 
branded into the minds of 
Americans. 

The Virginia shooter ob-
viously felt frustration over 
his inability to make a name 
for himself in his career at 
WDBJ – the station he for-
merly worked at with his fu-
ture victims, Alison Parker 
and Adam Ward. He claimed 

to harbor hatred towards his past colleagues 
for racist comments that further pushed him 
to the sidelines of society in his eyes. With or 
without the claims of racist comments, what 
pushed this murderer was the thought of fi-
nally achieving the notoriety he longed for.

Because the Virginia shooter worked in 
the news business, he knew exactly how to 
enact his last revenge, but also how to make 
every detail of his plan so wince-worthy and 
so thought out that news stations everywhere 
would have no choice but to broadcast it in 
depth. 

In the journalism world it has been said, 
and made famous by the movie “Nightcrawler,” 
that “if it bleeds, it leads.” As a past journal-
ist, the Virginia shooter knew that an on-air 
slaying would be so horrible the whole world 
couldn’t look away. We have to find it in our-
selves as a society to untrain that instinctual 
draw to all things morbid. For every story 
we click or share, the depth of these killers’ 
impact grows deeper and the fame to their 
name grows bigger.

So erase your memory of the name of 
Dylann Roof, forget all about Dylan Klebold 
and Eric Harris, refrain yourself from sharing 
another link about the ex-news reporter who 
snapped. Instead, remember the names of 
those that have fallen at the hands of these in-
humane creatures. Remember Cynthia Hurd, 
who lost her life in the Charleston shooting; 
remember Alison Parker, who was publicly 
murdered by the Virginia shooter; remember 
Lauren Townsend, who died at the hands of 
the Columbine killers.  

It is impossible to forget these heinous 
crimes, and it would be wrong to, but for ev-
ery time you go to speak the name of someone 
who died for the want of their name on your 
lips, speak instead of those who lost their lives 
to these crimes which should be considered 
unimaginable.

MURDER SHOULD NOT 
BE A CLAIM TO FAME

As the Michigan weather makes up its mind, 
thoughts have drifted toward the fall season 
during those chillier recent days – people’s feet 
brushing through crunching leaves, sipping hot 
apple cider, and checking your phone relentlessly 
for ESPN updates if you’re one of the millions 
immersing yourself in fantasy football.

I am one in those millions. I do remember a 
time when I didn’t care much for football – per-
haps because I didn’t understand it, but mostly 
because I didn’t take the time to understand it. 

Now in my third season and drafted in three 
leagues, I am happy to say I recognize more 
players and their positions than I did just a cou-
ple years ago. I defi nitely don’t claim to be an 
expert by any means but I have been known to 
be competitive.

 For me, there’s more to it than the sport it-
self and understanding the jokes made in the TV 
series, “The League.” My family lives across 

the U.S. and fantasy football became one of those 
traditions to keep us connected, and yes, the smack 
talk does add to the fun. 

However, while my family league competes 
for bragging rights and our traveling trophy, other 
leagues can generate large sums of money, contrib-
uting to the multi-billion dollar industry. According 
to an August 2013 Forbes article, an estimated 32 
million Americans spend more than $15 billion 
playing in fantasy leagues each year, and the num-
bers continue to grow. That’s not even including 
the money spent toward advertising and fantasy 
gear purchases.

In some states, however, the act of playing 
fantasy sports for money and prizes is illegal be-
cause it is considered a form of gambling. I never 
thought too much about throwing $20 into a pot. 
Some people throw in more money but can end up 
winning millions. Who would have thought that?

Part of the controversy stems from the differ-
ence between an activity being “based on skill” 
or “based on chance.” If based more on skill then 
it’s not considered gambling, but in certain states, 
playing fantasy sports online is considered to be 
based on chance, making playing for money and 
prizes illegal. For those who are involved with fan-
tasy football, whether whole-heartedly or more for 
fun, there is defi nitely an aspect of skill, especially 
when it comes to drafting your team. 

The Fantasy Sports Trade Association estimated 
that the average fantasy sports player dedicates 
about three hours a week to managing each team, 
and that doesn’t include the time it took to draft 
the team, keeping up with the players during the 
off-season, and discussion spent on talking about 
the sport itself. 

However, if someone doesn’t want to keep up 

with the NFL through the entirety of the season, 
there are options to draft weekly, or even daily. 
Draftkings.com is completely legal (in 45 out of 
50 states) because it is a skill-game based company. 
But according to their website, Arizona, Louisiana, 
Washington, Montana and Iowa, cannot participate 
in the cash prize contests because it is against some 
of their state regulations. 

 Dave and Rob Gomes, brothers from Boston, 
split the $27 entry fee for one of DraftKings weekly 
fantasy football contests in November 2014. The 
brothers built the team together using a “salary 
cap,” with each player costing a certain amount 

SOFIA LYNCH
snlynch@wccnet.edu

TAYLOR ROBINSON
taelrobinson@wccnet.edu

of money (not real money). Without going over 
the salary cap, the brothers managed to draft the 
million dollar team.

While all fantasy sports success stories don’t 
end this way, some can. Playing fantasy football 
isn’t just about the money, or the wins, but also 
about bringing people together stretching from 
Michigan to California, keeping loved ones con-
nected – and in some cases, getting that traveling 
trophy in the mail to keep on a mantle until the 
next helmet-bashing, touchdown-scoring, football-
loving season. Happy drafting and be ready for 
September 10 kickoff.  
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“Schedule a break in the week to catch 
up between classes. Scheduling time to do 
homework and study can keep you on task. 
I also have a planner as well, and I color 
code everything.”

Kristina Erickson, 20, Ypsilanti, nursing

“I’ve found it’s helpful to have a plan-
ner. So many people use the Internet but 
sometimes it’s easier when you’re able to 
see the dates in front of you. Don’t pro-
crastinate. That’s the biggest thing. It will 
come back to get you.”

Chelsea Kinzel 18, Hartland, liberal arts

“I keep a very, very detailed planner, 
and it looks terrible but it helps a lot. What 
can help too is keeping an eye on home-
work and how long it takes to properly op-
timize your time.”

Mike Ebbert, 22, Ann Arbor, paralegal studies

How do you manage your 
time as a WCC student?

What’s a useful tip for students to 
manage their time successfully?

“The most important thing is to priori-
tize for what’s most important and making 
time for those things to get done. For stu-
dents, it’s mostly in their identity to make 
classes and what’s due their fi rst priority 
so defi nitely prioritizing.”

Tom Zimmerman, English instructor, 23 years

“The key word is ‘management.’ As in 
you are consciously planning things out, 
as opposed to letting things happen. This 
requires organization and using a calendar. 
These seem obvious but it’s the most com-
mon mistake that I see in my students.” 

Anne Garcia, psychology instructor, 15 years

“Get some form of planning and use it. 
Whether it’s electronic form or paper form, 
it’s useful for being properly prepared. The 
number one key to success is time man-
agement, and it’s in my opinion where 
students fail most but it’s very easy to dra-
matically improve it.”  

David Waskin, journalism instructor, 16 years

If you woke up in the morning with 
fi ve minutes to leave, what’s one 
thing you would absolutely have 
to do? What do you throw on? Any 
tips or tricks for fellow students?
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DIY  TREATMENT: SUPPLEMENTS 
CAN BE AN RX FOR DANGER

Food is something we eat. 
Supplements are something 
we take. While supplementa-
tion may be helpful in some 
situations, they may not be 
necessary for optimal health 
with most well balanced diets. 
Dietary supplements may in-
crease the amount of nutrients 
consumed, but overuse or in-
teractions with medications 
can be harmful.

Supplements should be con-
sidered just that, supplemental, 
to our diet. 

More than half of Americans 
take at least one dietary sup-
plement. The actual number 
could be closer to 70 percent 

considering consumer pur-
chases, which correlate strong-
ly with the number of people 
who take supplements.

Among the growing number 
of supplement users the factual 
information has not followed in 
the same trend.  

According to a recent study, 
78 percent of supplement us-
ers did not know which vi-
tamins or minerals could be 
found in a given food item. 
Published in the International 
Journal of Applied and Basic 
Medical Research journal, 
over 30 percent of supple-
ments users relied on word 
of mouth information rath-
er than health professional 
counseling.

Because supplements can 
be purchased with no regula-
tions, unlike cigarettes or al-
cohol, the prevailing belief is 
they are safe. The Food and 
Drug Administration has lim-
ited oversight on ingredients 

and safety of the product. 
The most substantial regu-
lation the FDA provides is 
to ensure companies do not 
make false health claims. 
Only after a supplement has 
been on the shelf available 
for sale and has made a false 
health claim or an injury has 
occurred from using can the 
FDA have any recourse, usu-
ally in the form of a letter to 
cease and desist.

Without the proper 
knowledge of how to use sup-
plements, fat-soluble vita-
mins could build up to toxic 
levels and some herbal sup-
plements add to the blood 
thinning properties of pre-
scription medications.

Researchers stress that 
health professionals should 
be key in educating patients 
on nutritional supplement 
use.

In the recent study in 
the International Journal 

Students share how to look stylish 
while still getting to hit snooze

of Clinical Pharmacy by 
Waddington and colleagues, 
they identified pharma-
cists as health profession-
als approachable for health 
information.

Their survey of U.S. pharma-
cists found that they had little 
background to provide supple-
ment counseling due to mini-
mal nutrition education. 

 The study encourages in-
creased nutrition education for 
all health care professionals.

Even though consumers 
have easy access of dietary 
supplements, professional 
medical advice should still be 
sought. If currently taking or 

considering dietary supple-
ments, consult a health care 
practitioner who should be 
able to identify any adverse 
reactions to current medica-
tions or health conditions. 

Nutritional supplements 
can be part of a healthy regi-
men but not the sole purveyor 
of health any more than a doc-
tor would prescribe a medica-
tion for high blood pressure 
and not advocate healthy nu-
trition and exercise.

Best of all, eating nutri-
ent dense food gives us a 
chance to savor di� erent fl a-
vors and experience differ-
ent textures. Trace minerals 

and other nutrients are all 
building blocks needed by 
the body to function properly. 
Supplements can literally be 
hard to swallow. 

M. M. Donaldson is a con-
tributor with The Voice and 
a journalism student at WCC.  
She has a bachelor of science in 
family and community services 
from Michigan State University, 
and has several years’ experi-
ence with nutrition issues af-
fecting infants through older 
adults. Follow M.M. Donaldson 
on Facebook.

Despite being a few weeks 
into the school year, it’s still 
undeniable that the wail of a 
morning alarm clock is not a 
welcome sound. Early classes 
leave even the most ca� einat-
ed of Washtenaw Community 
College’s student with a fash-
ion fi asco when it comes to 
raiding their closets for the 
day’s look – most would prefer 
to just crawl back under the 
covers. Some students have 
staples: a well-manicured 
hairstyle, a favorite sweatshirt, 
eyebrows on fleek. Others 
have the same basic template 
for the entire week, complete 
with seven of the same tee 
from Target in varying col-
ors. Until the sleepy look be-
comes trendy, it appears even 
the best of us will have to rely 
on these pieces of advice from 
WCC students. 

“I have to have my rings on. I usually have my nails done too, 
but usually I want my hands to look cute, it’s not for any par-
ticular reason, these (rings) are from my grandma so I usually 
think about her when I have them on. Defi nitely like leggings and 
a button-up fl annel or a jean jacket, something like that is my 
go-to. If I don’t do my hair the night before it’s going in a bun.”

“If I’m running late it’s defi-
nitely like a hat/cardigan type of 
day. That’s how you really know 
I’m struggling, if I got a T-shirt 
and a cardigan on – I did not think. 
Clinique shaving kit for men is the 
best thing ever. Makes you feel 
pretty.

“I guess if I only have fi ve min-
utes I’d put on a beanie, and I’d 
wear whatever I’m wearing. I have 
this gray band hoodie I really like, 
I’ll throw that on before anything 
else, as long as it’s clean. For hair, 
get a good fade going and you 
don’t have to use any products, 
really.” 

“Hygiene and hair. Hair makes a di� erence in how I look, when 
I don’t do it, it makes me look completely di� erent. I got a pair 
of jeans, they’re Lucky brand, they’re so nice. Men’s Warehouse 
is where it’s at. And American Crew, the Blue Label, it’s a hair 
product, it’s not like a gel it’s like a paste, it works a lot better.”

Armond Wilson, 31, Belleville, business

Tim Whitlow, 20, Ypsilanti, psychology/art therapy

Travis Ratli� , 20, Dexter, liberal arts transfer

Tiara Turner, 20, Ypsilanti, education
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said.  Morgan was one of the 
activists present that night. He 
said he was approached by the 
police while on the sidewalk 
and taken into custody with-
out being told why he was be-
ing arrested.

Morgan reported stay-
ing in a prison cell that night 
from around 9:45 p.m. - 6 a.m. 
Multiple times officers came 
in during the night but he was 
never told what he was being 
held for. He asked if he could 
speak with a lawyer but he was 
told no because he wasn’t be-
ing interrogated.

The morning following 
the June 18 vigil in Ypsilanti, 
Morgan was released and giv-
en a ticket for impeding traffic.

“I do believe that with this 
detainment and with some of 
the things that are going on, 
it’ll provide political educa-
tion for people who are in po-
sitions of power, or onlookers 
involved,” Morgan said. 

Aidan McLogan, a 20-year-
old business major from Scio 
Township feels the police who 
pulled  him out must have felt 
threatened by the crowd and 

by doing so it was the only way 
to calm them. 

“When they take away the 
leader not only will it lower 
the crowds morale but make 
an example of him and dis-
perse the group,” McLogan said. 

“Students should actively know 
what issues their communities 

are facing.”
From Ferguson to the 

streets of Baltimore, this so-
cial unrest has been occurring 
across the country for some 

time now. During the past cou-
ple of years there have been 
countless protests in the in-
ner cities of our country advo-
cating equal rights for African 
Americans.

“ I  d o n ’ t  h e a r  m u c h 
about police brutality in 
the Washtenaw County but 

POLICE, From A1

BY MADI TORTORA
Contributor
	
Washtenaw Community 

College is open to helping peo-
ple while in different stages of 
life, especially while support-
ing such a diverse student base. 
WCC has numerous options 
for pregnant students or stu-
dents who have already started 
families. 

Benefits are offered for stu-
dents with families to make the 
process of attending college a 
little easier. Being a student 
can be difficult, but to imagine 
being a parent as well can be 
overwhelming. Bradi Henson, a 
23-year-old nursing major, un-
derstands the struggle slightly 
more than the next person. 

“I have a friend who goes to 
school and has 3 kids,” Henson 
said. “She had a lot of obvious 
money struggles, and she didn’t 
really have time for a job be-
cause she had to give her chil-
dren the time they needed 
outside of school.”

Students who are also par-
ents not only have to learn how 
to juggle schedules, but learn 
how to do it well. Kaitlynn 
Mcwhirter, a 20-year-old com-
munications major, agreed that 
managing schedules is a diffi-
cult thing to do. 

“I would say that the big-
gest struggle is, especially if 
they have school-aged kids, is 

like actually getting them off 
to school, getting them rides, 
getting them to their extra-
curricular activities and just 
balancing their schedule with 
your schedule,” Mcwhirter said. 

“You have to manage your kid’s 
schedule, your school schedule 
and your work schedule and my 
mom balanced it all, and it’s just 
stressful.”

On the first day of school, 
most classes generally hand 
out syllabuses and other work-
sheets related to the class. 
What a student may not know 
is that also on the syllabusses 
are different benefits or help-
ful services offered for preg-
nant women, women who are 
breastfeeding or people who 
just need someone to talk to. 

Pregnant students can actu-
ally contact the Ombudsman 
office that helps them with any 
medical issues they are hav-
ing while taking the classes. If 
they are just having general is-
sues, they can also talk to the 
Students Resources Center 
located in the Student Center 
building.

Elizabeth Orbits, the man-
ager of the Student Resources 
Center, explained some of the 
services offered for parents 
who also attend WCC. 

“We’ve developed, in part-
nership with the Ombudsman 
office, a lactation room, and 
we have a process for that. 

Students can check in (at the 
Student Resources Center) 
and get the procedure for that 
and the location and book a 
space for themselves,” Orbits 
said. So, if a student happens 
to be a mother that is nursing, 
they also have a lactation room 
available that is a private and 
secure place for mothers to 
nurse their child.

There is also an emergency 
food pantry at WCC that helps 
serve students with money is-
sues related to groceries or 
just in general. The Student 
Resource Center can also pro-
vide a list of local food pantries 
students can get in contact with.

Some students struggle with 
housing, whether it’s paying 
for the housing itself or find-
ing a good place to live in dis-
trict. The Student Resource 
Center also offers a list of hous-
ing that contains landlords in 
Washtenaw County that will 
take financial aid as the source 
of income, and they keep a list 
of community resources that 
can potentially be helpful to 
families and to single parents. 
Bus tokens are also offered to 
students to get on campus for 
classes. 

WCC also offers help via 
the Children Center for those 
who struggle finding a babysit-
ter. It acts as a daycare while 
parents are attending classes 
and keeps the child in closer 

proximity because it is on 
campus.

At some four-year uni-
versities, not as many op-
tions are offered to students 
with families. Community 
colleges are more helpful 
in regards to students who 
attend while actually preg-
nant. Certain universities 
do offer housing specifically 
for people with families, and 
many offer similar Women’s 
Centers for people to go to 
for help. 

“We try to showcase our 
services through orientation, 
information tables, Welcome 
Day and word of mouth in 
the community – we have 
several community folks 
that donate to our food pan-
try, and we just try to let all 
single parents know that we 
have childcare options not 
only on campus but off cam-
pus as well,” Orbits said. It is 
possible to be a parent and a 
student, especially at WCC. 

“I think there are chal-
lenges to (being a student 
and a parent), and it’s cer-
tainly more of a burden to 
carry, and there is going to be 
lots of things on their plate,” 
Orbits said. “But I also think 
the good thing about that is 
that single parents probably 
tend to be some of the most 
organized people, and really 
they’ve got to be.”

WCC offers services for student parents  

I  think that it really depends 
on the demographics of the 
community,” said 18-year-old 
elementary education major 
Jared Steel from Whitmore 

Lake. “In communities with 
higher unemployment and 
lower education levels, then 
you have more instances of 
police brutality.”

	 The unrest echoes in 
pop culture too, particularly 
in the number one summer 
blockbuster “Straight Outta’ 

“I do believe that with this detainment 
and with some of the things that are go-
ing on, it’ll provide political education for 
people who are in positions of power, or 
onlookers involved.”

Compton.” The movie begins 
with a raid on a drug house 
and follows the Rodney King 
murder of 1991, as well as the 
arrest of N.W.A. in nearby 

Detroit for the song, “F--- the 
Police.” The group was popu-
lar in the early 90s due to the 
explicit content in their lyr-
ics and anti-establishment 
views.   Another movie re-
leased at the end of last year, 

“Selma,” depicting the life of 
Martin Luther King Jr., shows 

The Children’s Center is a great resource for parents who need easy accessible childcare on campus. GRAY BANCROFT | WASHTENAW VOICE

Valarie Cabrera, an 18-year-old student from Ann Arbor, and her child wait 
for their ride after a long day of classes.  GRAY BANCROFT | WASHTENAW 
VOICE

further evidence to this social 
movement’s presence.

Even in the last several 
weeks there have been nu-
merous instances of police 
officers being killed on the 
job for essentially being a po-
lice officer. WCC Sociology 
Instructor Diane Rosenthal 
comments that if there wasn’t 
as much of a perceived unfair-
ness among the execution of 
a police officer’s duties then 
it wouldn’t set the stage for 
the social clash concerning 
this issue. 

“The problem with the po-
lice brutality issue is that it’s 
become so political that we’ve 
lost our attention about what 
the problem is,” Rosenthal 
said. “We’ve lost our attention 
on the solution. We’re arguing 
over whose lives matter the 
most instead of going ‘What 
do we do about this? How can 
we make this decision much 
better? It becomes so sensa-
tionalized we lose sight of the 
problem.’”
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The Health & Fitness Center at Washtenaw Community College 
has all the latest exercise equipment, group exercise rooms, 

two pools, luxurious locker rooms and is right across the street!

Register now. For more information 
call the Student Connection at (734) 973-3543.

4833 East Huron River Drive, Ann Arbor wccfitness.org

PEA 115
Sign up when you register for 
classes and earn half a credit*

Semester Membership
Take advantage of the new  

lower student rate of only $140

Student Monthly Membership
Just $43 per month

*Must also be enrolled in at least 3 credits for the fall semester.

Work Your Body, Work Your Mind
WCC students can join The Health & Fitness Center with three options:

 Use our 24 x 7 research help desk on 
the Internet. (See library homepage) 

 Attend a Tips & Tricks workshop in the 
Computer Commons. (see library 
homepage blog) 

 Seek tutoring help in the Computer 
Commons. (See Commons homepage) 

 Wireless printing to the Computer 
Commons. (Consult Commons staff) 

To succeed 
academically, 
come take 
advantage of 
the many 
wonderful 
library 
resources: 

The library is here for you! 

 Sign up for our NEW library 
orientation, with lunch & 
prizes provided. (Sign up online 
on Campus Connect - New 
Student Network or contact 
library to rsvp) 

 Access thousands of e-books 
and e-journals on the library 
website. (Consult our friendly 
librarians) 

Welcome to WCC Bailey Library 
Sept. 8, 2015The Washtenaw Voice A7NEWS



Hungry for more? Find more recipes at WashtenawVoice.com

5 MEALS TO MAKE IN LESS THAN 25 MINUTES
At the end of any long shift of work or busy 

day of classes, it’s nearly impossible not to 
be met by the neon glow of golden arches or 
Crunchwrap Supremes on the commute home. 
But after both one’s blood sugar and one’s lower 
intestines have been assaulted by the scourge 
of dollar menus everywhere for far too long, 
what is there for a broke student to do? One 
could start with these easy, cheap, and quick 
chow recipes. 

S’mores Dip: No bonfi re needed. All that’s necessary for this delicious dip is a 
preheated oven.

Nachos: Cheesy, chip-fi lled bliss is literally less than moments away with these oven-
baked nachos. 

 Apple Pie Bites: In case the taste of grandma’s cooking is too 
far out of reach, one can fi nd it again in the palm of their hands with 
these easy apple pie handhelds.

Egg Drop Ramen: A twist on the classic chicken noodle while 
still keeping in mind a college student staple, egg drop ramen is perfect 
for chilly fall nights.

Homemade Pizza Rolls: This after-
school classic gets a healthier variation (albeit, only 
slightly) with this homemade twist.

Ingredients: tortilla chips, shredded Mexican cheese, tomatoes, green pepper, onion, 
meat of choice (optional)

Ingredients: roll-out pie dough. apple pie fi lling (orfi lling of choice), 
beaten egg, milk

Ingredients: ramen packet, egg, green onion
Ingredients: chocolate chips, butter, marshmallows, graham crackers

Ingredients: canned croissant dough, pizza sauce, 
mozzarella cheese, toppings

First, take your croissant dough and roll it out 
onto a cookie sheet, separating each croissant. 
Preheat your oven to the degree printed on the 
can label, then spread pizza sauce evenly on each 
piece of dough in a thin layer. Sprinkle cheese 
over the sauce and then add any toppings of your 
choice (pepperoni, green pepper, ham). Roll up 
each piece of dough into the croissant shape and 
arrange evenly on the cookie sheet. Bake for the 
time as directed on the can label. 

Preheat your oven to 350 degrees. Line a cookie sheet with parchment paper (for 
easy cleanup) and spread out a layer of tortilla chips. Chop green pepper, onions, 
and tomatoes and layer over the chips. Sprinkle cheese generously on top. Add an-
other smaller layer of tortilla chips and repeat with the cheese and toppings. Bake 
in the oven for 5-7 minutes or until cheese has melted. 

Roll out the pie dough in one sheet. Using a cup or a cookie cut-
ter, cut dough into circles. Scoop pie filling into the center of each 
circle and top with another dough circle, sealing the edges with a 
fork. Mix together egg and milk. Brush tops of each pie. Bake at 
425 degrees for 10-12 minutes.

Bring water to a boil and chop green onion. Cook noodles as accord-
ing to ramen packet. While it’s cooking, crack egg into the hot pot 
with the noodles and stir gently, creating small egg ribbons. Add 
seasoning packet and green onions, stir until fully incorporated.

Preheat oven to 450 degrees. Melt butter in the microwave or on a stovetop and 
coat the insides of an oven-safe pan liberally. layer the bottom of the pan with 
chocolate chips (or chunks, or pieces, use whatever you have on hand) and then 
top with a layer of marshmallows, filling the top of the pan. Bake for 5-8 minutes 
or until marshmallows are golden brown.

You don’t need a silver 
fork to eat good food.

-Paul Prudhomme
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WISE UP BEFORE YOU
MOVE OUT  

The day of fi rst moving out and into the world 
for the fi rst time is long awaited. There’s noth-
ing quite like that fi nal step of claiming a sense 
of independence, no rules or regulations. After 
the excitement has worn o� , it’s easy to drown 
in the stress that comes with moving out. 

Visiting apartments, information about secu-
rity deposits, rent, utilities, square footage, and 
whether renters’ insurance is truly needed, fl ood 
the mind when it comes to apartment searching. 

Director of WCC’s Financial Aid Lori Trapp 
said, “Understand that you won’t end up liv-
ing like you did at your parents, it’s very di� er-
ent. It can be very rewarding and you should be 
proud of that.” 

Moving out, though very stressful, is one 

of the best experiences when embracing true 
adulthood. 

“It’s a little bit of both excitement and stress. 
It’s excitement at fi rst to prove your indepen-
dence to your parents, but it’s also scary,” said 
criminal justice major Meera Martin. “In theory, 
it sounds easy, but then you think about rent and 
groceries and it can get very scary.” 

If the thought of living with your parent 
freaks you out even more than moving does, 
there’s a solution. Check out this quick how-
to guide to make your experience a smoother 
transition.

BEFORE YOU MOVE:
•  Look to your bank account and    
budget to create a fi nancial plan

•  Make a list of your absolute needs in 
an apartment

•  Narrow down your search to three 
apartments

•  Do walk-through tours of places you 
are considering

APARTMENT SEARCH
SITES TO KNOW:

WHEN LOOKING FOR ITEMS 
TO FILL YOUR NEW PLACE:

by COURTNEY DITTO and
Contributor
TAYLOR MABELITINI
Contributor

•Take what you can from home 
•Don’t forget about cheap solutions 
like thrift stores and Ikea

•Buy the necessities; other less-needed 
things can be bought later

•Keep your budget in mind

TAYLOR MABELITINI
Contributor

www.apartments.com
www.rent.com 
www.craiglist.com
www.myapartmentmap.com
www.trulia.com

THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND 
FOR MOVE-IN DAY:

• have a schedule prepared to keep 
   stress levels low
• recruit family and friends to help
   you out

• before renting a U-Haul, call friends 
   and family with large  vehicles or trucks

• take the day o�  work so the moving 
   process isn’t rushed
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WCC at Parkridge helps pave 
paths for academic success

BY TAYLOR ROBINSON
Editor

At the most recent board 
meeting on July 28, Monique 
James, Washtenaw Community 
College’s associate director of 
economic and community de-
velopment, gave a presenta-
tion highlighting the successful 
partnership WCC has had with 
the Harriet Street Community 

Center in Ypsilanti for the 
last 20 years and its partner-
ship with WCC at Parkridge 
Community Center since 2012. 

“WCC’s involvement at 
Parkridge reflects our commit-
ment to community develop-
ment and serves as a pathway 
for academic partnerships, ca-
reers, college readiness, entre-
preneurship, job skills training 

center often.
“I learned how to get along 

with people who I wasn’t really 
familiar with and I learned how 
to get along with the kids. You 
know, dealing with kids can get 
kind of crazy sometimes,” Price 
said laughing. “But they knew 
once they got here, they had a 
place that was structured.”

Larry Curry, a 63-year-old 
WCC student from Willow Run, 
works 20 hours a week at the 
center through WCC’s general 
fund and he agrees with Price 
that it’s an enjoyable learning 
experience.

“It’s needed,” Curry said. 
“And the parents who let their 
kids come here know it’s a safe 
environment and their kids are 
going to be looked after. They 
know we’re going to make sure 
they get their snacks, have a lit-
tle fun and get their education.”

W C C ’s  C o m m u n i t y 
D e v e l o p m e n t  M a n a g e r 
Anthony Williamson and 
James work closely with what 
programs are offered at the cen-
ter and are particularly inter-
ested in making the students 
aware of future college oppor-
tunities. They recently brought 

REGGAE SCENE 
MAKES A COMEBACK IN ANN ARBOREditor

BY TAYLOR ROBINSON
Editor

On Wednesday, Sept. 2, 
Habana Cellar Lounge lo-
cated on Main Street held 
its first Reggae Night in over 
two years hosted by 41-year-
old Washtenaw Community 
College graphic design stu-
dent, Damien Lamberti, from 
Pittsfield. From a young age, 
Lamberti’s interest in reggae 
grew rapidly, mostly because 
of his mother’s love for Bob 
Marley. Always wanting to 

live on a boat or island, she 
moved his family to Florida 
where they did live on a boat 
until settling down in Jamaica 
when Lamberti was nine.

After living in Jamaica for 
a few years, he found himself 
moving from place to place, 
spending most of his time 
bouncing between Florida, 
Jamaica and New York before 
finally settling in Michigan 
around 2008. Noticing a lack 
of reggae in the area and hav-
ing a brother, Benji Lamberti 

(aka King Jazzy), as a record-
ing artist, they decided to bring 
reggae music to the Ann Arbor 
night life.

For a couple years, the 
group would DJ and perform 
in night clubs across Ann Arbor 
and in 2010, their first consis-
tent weekly reggae night was 
started.

 “I’m the only person who 
has had a weekly reggae party 
in Ann Arbor since I’ve been 
here,” Damien said. “So in the 
last almost 10 years, I’m the 

weekly person.” After Damien 
was in a car accident, the reg-
gae nights came to a tempo-
rary end.

Damien has made a name 
for himself through his pro-
motions, marketing, social 
media, bookings and passing 
out flyers on the street. For 
him, it’s important to promote 
himself from all angles.

“Nowadays people have lost 
contact with hands-on street 
promotion and depend strictly 
on social media,” Damien said. 

“You have to pound every aspect 
because there’s not one thing 
that’ll save you. It’s brought 
me to the level that I’m at.” Not 
only has his perseverance in 
promotion gotten him this far, 
so has his continued passion 
for learning.

When Damien came to WCC 
in the winter 2014 semester, he 
called himself “the 40-year-old 
freshman.” His plans include 
getting a bachelor’s degree 
in graphic design, a skill he 
also uses in his promotion for 
Reggae Night. Alongside him 
at the turntables is 2006 WCC 
alumni Brian Alvarez from Ann 
Arbor.

The pair was brought to-
gether by a mutual interest in 
reggae and Alvarez getting a 
flat tire. They’ve been friends 
and have worked together for 
the last six years. Alvarez has 
been a DJ for almost the last 13 

the children to WCC’s campus 
for a tour on July 31. 

“What I found out from the 
kids is that a lot of the students 
don’t know a lot about the pro-
grams at WCC and what they 
can do,” Williamson said. “But I 
think for the most part it’s that 
whole exposure of going to col-
lege…They will go back home 

years and because of his work-
ing relationship with Habana, 
Reggae Night was brought back 
to life. Like Damien, Benji and 
their mother, Alvarez’s reggae 
inspiration has always been 
Bob Marley.

“When I’m in a bad mood 
he puts me in a better mood,” 
Alvarez said. “I like music be-
cause of the way it makes peo-
ple feel.” Although reggae is 
one of his favorite genres, when 
he spins he plays a variety be-
cause he enjoys bringing differ-
ent cultures together through 
music. 

Not only does the group get 

their inspiration from Jamaica 
they also get it through fel-
low DJ, Maxx Makau origi-
nally from Kenya. Makau 
met Damien about four and 
a half years ago and particu-
larly enjoys reggae because of 
the Rastafarian background 
and how its main message is 
to “bring people together.” 
That’s what this group hopes 
to achieve through Reggae 
Night every Wednesday at 
Habana 10 p.m. – 2 a.m.

“Reggae hasn’t always been 
mainstream (in the area),” 
Benji said. “But it’s making a 
comeback.”  

Nimble fingers and flashing lights are a DJs best friends. GRAY BANCROFT | WASHTENAW VOICE

Reggae Nights co-founder Benji Lamberti “King Jazzy”, 35, Pressa, a childhood friend, and co-founder Damien 
Lamberti, a 41-year -old graphic design student from Pittsfield want Reggae Nights to come back full steam. 	
                                                                                                                                                            GRAY BANCROFT | WASHTENAW VOICE

DJ Brian Alvarez, 30-year-old WCC alumni from Ann Arbor, kicks off 
Reggae Nights with his opening set. GRAY BANCROFT |  WASHTENAW VOICE

and adds to the educational vi-
ability of WCC in the commu-
nity,” James said. 

Not only does the center 
benefit the surrounding com-
munity, but through work study 
programs and internships  from 
WCC, U-M, Eastern and Wayne 
State, the college students are 
able to contribute to their fu-
ture careers by working with 
the children in after school 
mentoring. They assist the 
younger students with home-
work, nutrition, exercise, and 
most of all, they have fun while 
doing it. 

“They (college students) are 
able to get some of those life 
skills as well as supplement 
their education,” James said. 

“That’s something that’s real-
ly important and key to hav-
ing the WCC presence in the 
community.”

Owens Price, a 55-year-old 
current WCC student from 
Ypsilanti, participated in an 
internship through Eastern 
while pursuing his bachelor’s 
degree in social work. Although 
he’s completed his internship, 
it impacted him so much that 
he continues to stop by the 

and share the information with 
their parents and know they 
can go to WCC.” 

James hopes to take this 
even further and have some 
representatives from admis-
sions and from financial aid 
visit the center and talk with 

See PARKRIDGE, Page B4

WCC has partnered with the Parkridge Community Center to offer 
Ypsilanti a place for students to learn and for community members to 
congregate. ANTHONY WILLIAMSON | COURTESY PHOTO The resources offered at the Parkridge Community Center are available 

to all. ANTHONY WILLIAMSON | COURTESY PHOTO
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Although the current legal 
smoking age is 18, more and 
more states are finding evidence 
that 70% of all smokers started 
smoking between the ages of 15-
21 and are now considering in-
creasing the smoking age to 21.  
Almost one-in-five Americans 
smoke cigarettes, which equals 
about 42 million people accord-
ing to the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

This past June, Hawaii be-
came the first state to pass a bill 
increasing the smoking age to 21, 
which goes into effect in January 
2016. Other states, including 
Michigan, are introducing bills to 
follow suit.  Although Washtenaw 
Community College’s campus is 
smoke-free, students and faculty 

share opinions on this relatively 
quiet change. 

“I started smoking when I 
was 17, but I dipped with the 
high school baseball team since 
freshman year,” said Joe Dahl, a 
19-year-old journalism student 
from Ann Arbor. “It was just 
a normal thing to do with the 
team. The coaches didn’t seem to 
mind and I don’t honestly think 
it would’ve been much harder 
to get dip (chewing tobacco) if 
you had to be 21. Ask anyone 
in high school – you can still 
get alcohol.” 

  Even for those who wouldn’t 
necessarily be affected by the 

change, they reflect on what it 
would be like if they fell into the 
underage category.  

“I’ll be honest, I’m 21 now so 
I couldn’t care less, but I would 
be a little angry if I wasn’t. I 
think people just need to be hon-
est with kids about smoking,” 
said 21-year-old student, Daniel 
Sigmon from Ann Arbor. “I’ve 
been doing it for years now and 
it hasn’t killed me, but I’ll prob-
ably regret it when I’m 40 and 
can’t breathe.” 

Even from a young age, chil-
dren are shown the effects of 
smoking but not always why 
people start in the first place.

“I mean people show you 
when you’re like 10 ‘Oh jeez, 

here’s a lung of some guy who 
smoked two packs a day,’ but 

they don’t tell you why people 
smoke,” Sigmon said. “They just 
teach you to hate cigarettes and 
anything to do with it, including 
the people. In a world where ev-
eryone has to be politically cor-
rect and tolerant, why can’t kids 
have a cigarette or a beer, but can 
go out and die for their country 
and vote?”

Kathleen Quintus, a WCC 
psychology instructor who was 
also a school psychiatrist, can 
explain the possible reason for 
raising the smoking age. 

“Kids in high school are at the 
prime time to become addicted 
to substances such as tobacco,” 
Quintus said. “Young minds are 
still trying to learn to cope with 
new environments and prob-
lems, and often turn to things 
like cigarettes. That’s why for 
years tobacco companies tried to 
advertise to children because if 
they get the kids early, they can 
get them for life.”

Raising smoke about cigarettes
by RYAN PRESTON
Contributor “I think people just need to be 

honest with kids about smoking.”

SANAA NAEEM | WASHTENAW VOICE
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FO R  S A L E
MOTORHOME: 2010 Yellowstone 

Motorhome. Chevy motor with 
Workhorse package. 13,000 miles. 
$52,000. Call or text Mike at 
734-770-8481. 

S E R V I C E S
V O L U N T E E R  T U T O R S : 

Washtenaw Literacy needs volun-
teers to tutor adults in basic reading, 
writing, math and English as a Second 
Language. Help change lives – one 
word at a time! Contact info@washt-
enawliteracy.org or call 734-879-1320. 

NEED HEALTH CARE? Are you 
between the ages of 12–22? Contact 
the Corner Health Center at 734-484-
3600 or visit online at http://www.
cornerhealth.org.

H E L P  WA N T E D
HOMECARE AID: Established 

CLASSIFIEDS

non-medical home care company seeks 
caregivers to provide non-medical home 
care services throughout Washtenaw and 
Livingston Counties. Help seniors with ac-
tivities of daily living as they seek to live 
independently in their homes. Experience 
is helpful; training is provided. Caregivers 
must have transportation. Part-time work 
is available we work to be fl exible around 
your schedule. For more details and to 
apply online, please visit www.homein-
stead.com/227

WEBMASTER: Wanted for 501(c)3 
Dog Rescue. Volunteer position, working 
with great team to maintain and expand 
web capabilities. Trustworthy person 
with self-initiative wanting to work for a 
great cause, apply using volunteer form 
at http://www.milabrescue.com.

WAIT STAFF: Michigan Catering is 
looking for student wait sta�  who are 
able to interact with guests, work as a 
team and manage time e� iciently – all 

with a positive attitude. Shifts can be 
anytime between the hours of 5 a.m. 
and 3 a.m., depending on your availabil-
ity. The starting pay is $3.40 per hour 
plus tips. Tips are automatically paid by 
the event sponsor and average $6-$7 
per hour, making the typical rate about 
$9.40-$10.40 per hour. Apply online at 
http://www.jobs.studentlife.umich.edu, 
send an email to: workforus@umich.edu, 
or at 734-615-6759. 

DINING STAFF: Michigan Dining is 
looking for students who enjoy working 
with people and want to be a part of a 
team. Flexible schedule, promotional op-
portunities and a fun social environment. 
Starting wage: $9 per hour with a free 
meal with a three-hour shift. Also, free 
AATA bus transportation is available. To 
apply, visit http://www.jobs.studentlife.
umich.edu, send an email to: workforus@
umich.edu, or call 734-615-6759. 

Below is a sample of recent 

employment want ads which 
have been posted with WCC 
Career Services. Students are 
invited to read these ads and 
to contact Career Services to 
find out how to apply for the 
openings. Career Services is lo-
cated in ML 104. For more infor-
mation, phone 734-677-5155, 
email careers@wccnet.edu or 
visit http://www.wccnet.edu/
careerconnection/. 

ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT: Assist 
in the processing of Accounts Payable, 
Accounts Receivable and Payroll. This 
position has potential for growth in gen-
eral accounting/bookkeeping.

P R O D U C T  D E V E L O P M E N T 
ENGINEER: Strong technical and ana-
lytical skills with a attention to detail 
and accuracy. Good verbal and written 
communication skills. Experience with 
Microsoft applications.

SALES SUPERVISOR: Achieve per-
sonal and sales goals. Provide sta�  with 
supervision and guidance.

NETWORK ADMINISTRATOR & 
CLIENT TEAM LEAD: Keep client net-
work diagrams and other documents up-
to-date and thoroughly completed. Attend 
client meetings with account manager.

CUSTOMER CARE REP: Phone 

duties include answering, receiving or-
ders, recording calls, and customer order 
follow-up.

M E M B E R S H I P  S A L E S 
REPRESENTATIVE: Seeking an ener-
getic, self-motivated individual for sales 
position. Responsible for coordination and 
planning of meeting and events related 
to members. 

CNC PROGRAMMER: Seeking Senior 
CNC programmer with CNC programming 
experience, ability to load and download 
CNC programs from the network to the 
machine tools and train operators. 

G E N E R A L M A I N T E N A N C E : 
Responsibilities include building main-
tenance repair, yard work, painting, gen-
eral construction, and landscaping. 

RN/LPN HOME VISITING/PRIVATE 
DUTY NURSE: Must be licensed by State 
of Michigan. Hiring a number of RN and 
LPN graduates. 

MECHANICAL TEST TECHNICIAN: 
Build test fi xtures, set up servo hydrau-
lic actuators, test monitoring and test 
sample inspections, record test results. 

PASTRY SCALER: Take the daily reci-
pes for the shift and measure out ingre-
dients in a highly organized way, making 
recipes ready to mix in anticipation of the 
next days’ work. 

GROUNDSKEEPER: Maintain 

STUDENTS and WCC EMPLOYEES

Classifi ed ads in The Voice are free.

LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS

Looking for help? Post your free help 
wanted ads in The Voice.

Send ads to thewashtenawvoice@gmail.com
Note: Deadline for the Sept. 21 issue is Tuesday, Sept. 15 at 5 p.m.

grounds, maintain equipment, and 
follow instructions.

REMODELING TEAM MEMBER: 
General construction, from demolition 
through framing, drywall and fi nish 
carpentry.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: 
Position requires excellent organiza-
tional skills, ability to prioritize a vari-
ety of time-sensitive projects, ability to 
work with a high degree of discretion 
and confi dentiality. 

B I L I N G U A L P R E S C H O O L 
PROGRAM DIRECTOR: Ideal candi-
date has degree in Early Childhood 
Education and high level of Spanish 
fl uency. Position is minimum 30 hours 
per week.

TEACHING ASSISTANT: Care for 
children between 6 weeks and 5 years 
of age, under supervision of full-time 
teachers. Ideal position for practicum 
training.

ASSISTANT TODDLER TEACHER: 
Maintain a safe and healthy environ-
ment, arrange classroom environment 
in accordance to program goals and 
philosophy, and prepare weekly les-
son plans.

CHILD CARE COORDINATOR: 
Plan lessons, supervise sta� , and work 
with children. 

Across
1 __ fi t: tantrum
6 Alabama civil rights march 
city
11 Muddy farm abode
14 Send to seventh heaven
15 Earlier
16 Drain-clearing chemical
17 Sensible
19 Alias, for short
20 Private school attendee
21 Actor Rob of “90210”
23 Actor’s tryout
27 Padlocked fasteners
32 Maintained, as beliefs
33 Extremely
35 Wheel tooth
36 Judge’s garb
40 Romantic anniversary 
getaway
43 1970s-’80s sketch show
44 Letters of obligation
45 Took by force
46 “Full House” acting twins
49 January, to Juan
50 Concert memento
54 Irish actor Milo
55 Hopi homes
61 Hard __ rock

FIND  PUZZLE  SOLUTIONS

WWW. WASHTENAWVOICE.COM
at

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SUDOKU COLLECTION
62 Perform a cheerleader’s 
feat, and a hint to what 17-, 23-, 
40- and 50-Across’ fi rst words 
have in common
66 Pester for payment
67 Bull on a glue container
68 Assume as fact
69 Up to now
70 Curbs, with “in”
71 Sandwich cheese with ham

Down
1 “SOS!”
2 Robert who played Anthony 
Soprano Jr.
3 Keep in reserve
4 Ladder rung
5 Shrill bark
6 Orator’s delivery
7 Chapter in history
8 Jar cover
9 Cohort of Curly and Larry
10 Intensely devoted
11 List of candidates
12 Tricycle riders
13 Bread-baking need
18 “__ Girl Friday”: 1940 Cary 
Grant comedy
22 Enter angrily
24 Runner-up’s demand

25 North Carolina university
26 Outer margins
27 Gas brand with collectible 
toy trucks
28 With, in France
29 Breakaway religious group
30 Egg on
31 ID on an IRS form
34 Creator of praiseful poems
37 Move like slime
38 Afrikaans speaker
39 Prefi x with skeleton
41 Sod-busting tools
42 “__-haw!”
47 Orchestra conductor, e.g.
48 Building custodians
50 Sycophant
51 Magazine edition
52 Repeated unison rallying cry
53 Urban transport
56 Omar of “House”
57 Low __: cheap shot
58 Italian actress Virna
59 Elevator pioneer
60 Former Mach 2 fl iers, briefl y
63 World Cup cry
64 Texter’s “Keep the details to 
yourself”z
65 One in a coop group

SANAA NAEEM | WASHTENAW VOICE
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the students and their par-
ents about the process for 
admission. 

“To form that connection 
early is very important and 
so the campus tours are just 
one of the many ways in which 
we really want to continue to 
keep WCC in the forefront as 
a viable option,” James said.  

Over 20 organizations have 
partnered with Parkridge 
which shows a strong support 
from not only the  surround-
ing colleges but also from the 
surrounding community. At 
the center is a large garden 
grown by the children through 
the help of local non-profit 
organization Growing Hope. 
Growing Hope was originally 
established about 12 years ago 
by current mayor of Ypsilanti, 
Amanda Edmonds.  The goal is 
to teach children about nutri-
tious foods and how to actually 
produce them from “seed to 
plate.”  

“The academic impact and 
community impact of WCC at 
Parkridge is priceless,” James 
said. “WCC is a key resource in 
the college e� orts with shap-
ing our future and providing 
opportunities for student and 
community success.”  

Come Join the Concordia Family!
• Growing Undergraduate Population
• New Science Labs
• Renovated Residence Halls
• Updated Student Union
• Upgraded Kreft Center for the Fine Arts
• Three Schools to Choose from:
 • HAAB School of Business Administration
 • School of Arts and Sciences
 • School of Education

4090 GEDDES RD. ANN ARBOR 48105

734.995.7505 
.edu

ANN ARBOR

PARKRIDGE, From B1

Parkridge Community Center o� ers children a variety of fun and engaging activities to keep them busy. ANTHONY WILLIAMSON | COURTESY PHOTO

LET US KNOW
what you want to see 
more of in The Voice.

Sports

News you can use

On-campus events

Relevant 
international news

School/fi nancial 
news
Student success 
story

Other

Drop this in the box outside of the 
newsroom, TI-106
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